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Dismounting at Sandfield's Corner your oscillating conveyance

goes jolting on to Alexandria. Vou follow in the wake of a

bare-footed small boy, whose merry black eyes proclaim him
an interloper and a Frenchman. Along the side of the " old

military road" you go under elm trees of giant height until you
reach the quaint old hamlet dedicated to " Raphael the healer,

Raphael the guide." Tillage there is none ; only a post-office

and store, an inn, a schoolh-^Mt?^ wo cottages, with the church,

presbytery and college. Tne fo/ner stands on the brow of a

hill and is remarkably large and lofty for a country church.

Entering you are struck by the grandness of the vast roof un-

supported by pillars or galleries. The sanctuary is formed by

a rood screen dividing it fro»-"
^'""

^^'issage that connects the

sanctuaries. Behind the screeu (o" ih ^ Epistle side of the High
Altar) is a white marble slab btiTia^ ; le inbcription :

On the IHth of '^•^'', 184.,

the highland society lp cai^t'.'

krecred this tablet to the memokv of

the honorable and right reverend

ALEXANDER MACDONELL,

BISHOP OF KINGi^TON.

Born 1760'—Died 1840.

Though dead, he still lives

in the hearts of his countrymen.

Near the Church there was a building called a convent, but the

Bishop never succeeded in obtaining nuns for ihe mission.

The enclosure across the road is occupied by the presbytery and
college now used as a chapel in which mass is said daily, and
in which when the writer first saw it the descendants of the

mountaineers were repeating the rosary on a golden May even-

ing, The building is small, and has of course been greatly alter-

* There is evidence to show that the Bishop was born on the 17th July,
1762. When a man has long occupied a prominent position, jieople are
naturally inclined to overestimate his age ; thus a Scottish periodical, in
announcing the Bishop's death, assigned to him 100 years. It seems that
his age was 77 years and almost 6 months.


