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with their diatinguishing features and the

dates of their publication, will show how

much ho has done in the departinoi;t of lit-

erature, and will also indicate how husy he

has been with his pen amidst all his other

engagements. His fii-st literary effort of

any importance was an essay, written in

1858, against the use of tobacco, which won
for him out of a large numoer of competi-

tors a valuable prize. In liSGl he published

a thoughtful pamphlet on ' The Children

of the Church," in which he presents a

somewhat original view of that important

subject. In 1803, after considerable time

spent in collecting the materials, he pub-

lished a volume enHtled " Selections from

Canadian Poets," wi^h critical and bio-

graphical notes, and a valuable introduc-

tory essay on Canadian poetry, which by

its wide circulation brought into public

notice a number of our country's poets

theretofore unknown to fame, and rescued

from oblivion a great many waifs of the

imagination well worthy of being preserved

in permanent form. In 1865 he wrote his

" Wayraarks," and the following year he

wrote an able article on F. W. Robertson, of

Brighton, which appeared in the Methodist

Quarterly Review, of New York, and at-

tracted a good deal of attention at the time.

The same year he edited and compiled " The

Canadian Speaker," an elocutionary reader

for teachers and students, containing useful

introductory remarks on the principles of

elocution. In 1869 he published his "Bro-

ken Reeds," and his collection of original

poems entitled " Songs of Life." In 1873

he published a pamphlet entitled " Priestly

Pretensions Disproved." In 1877 he pub-

lished a scholarly pamphlet entitled "Spu-

rious Catholicity," being a trenchant reply

to a pamphlet entitled " Catholicity and

Methodism," by the Rev. James Roy, M.A.

In 1878 he published his most important

work, a timely and unsectarian volume,

replete with thoughtful arguments and

practical suggestions for promoting vital

godliness, entitled "Living Epistles; or,

Christ's Witnesses in the World," with an

appreciative introduction by the Rev. Wil-

liam Ormiston, D.D., and rontaining also a

concise essay on " Christianity and Scep-

ticism." In the spring of 1878 he was

appointed to deliver the annual lecture l)e-

fore the Theological Union of Victoria

College, at the closing of the institution the

following year. He took for his subject

" The Development of Doctrine," an impor-

tant theme, hitherto s(!arcely touched by

Methodist theologians ; and his lecture,

which was delivered in Cobourg, during

the Convocation week in Ma/, 1879, and has

since been published in pamphlet form, is a

comprehensive, liberal, and seasonable dis-

cussion of this interesting theological ques-

tion. As a just and fitting recognition of

his versatile talents, his unwearied indus-

try and his literary and theological attain-

mt iits, the University of Victoria College at

that time conferred upon him the degree of

Doctor of Divinity.

Dr. Dewart is a man of great natural

ability and force of character. He is, in

the true sense of the term, a self-made man,

and his success is largely attributable to his

indomitable perseverance and unwearied

application. He has always been a diligent

and laborious student, and a close observer

of human nature. Thrown upon his own
resources before he had attained his ma-

jority, he, without any special patronage,

rapidly made his way to positions of promi-

nence. Since he has occupied the editorial

chair of the Christian Oxmrdian his sphere

of usefulness has been greatly enlarged,

embracing as it does the whole of Canadian

Methodism. Being a forcible speaker and a

vigorous writer, few men in the Church du-

ring that time have done more than he to

determine the mture character of Methodism

in this country. He is a finn believer in true

Christian union, and has for years desired
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