
The Pioneer School

"Sluirtlcff (."ollcf^e. llu' oldest educational institu-

tion in the \\'e>t, was foun<le(l in iL^reat faith and in

threat poverty : sustained for a .generation by the tni-

nieasured sacrifices of a few consecrated, ctdtnred

men; nourished for another j^eneration hy a slowly

incre.'isiuiu" body of sui)|)orters. uiinisttMMnj^' to a

mrowiu}^ student constituet.cx', sendini;' out }ear by
year youni; men who ha\e since wrought larj^ely in

the world. Dr. de lUois, who was president of

ShurtlelV from 1894 to 18(^9, has rendered far more
than a local or denominational service in i)rei)arinj4-

a history of the collei^e. lie has placed before the

educational public of the day, busy with the press-

inj4" needs and problems of the ])resent, a fair, un-

l)reiudiced story of educational bei^innin^s in a typi-

cal western held. lie has reminded those who mijLjht

otherwise for<;et that there have been educated men
and trained teachers in Illinois for more than a few
years; that the .growth of this ^reat state from a

horde of emigrants and traders to a splendid com-
m(»n wealth was not wrouj^ht without the ])atient

labors of ^odly men who early cast their lot in the

river towns and the backwoods for the sake of (iod

and truth. It is as "the pioneer school" that Shun-
leti'. with 1 )r. de I'lois for her biographer, will ajjpeal

U) many readers of this narrative. We venture to

say that few who care for the records of early strujjf-

i;les for cidtinw with their humor and ])athos and
luunble heroism, will fail to '^^^^\ this history absorb-

inin". whether or not they have any personal interest

in the particidar institution concerned.

"I )r. de lUois must have delved deeply into the his-

torical records, written and ])rinted. of the college,

and more than that, he must have s])ent much time

in research of .'i more difficult sort—studyinj^- the

local traditions of early times, the jjcrsonal charac-

teristics of leaders now deceased, the stories of ante-

bellum days, l-'rom the late Dr. Justus lUdkley and
other survivors of Shurtleff's early years he stained

many facts that help to make the history complete.

\\ hen one remembers how many of these pioneers

have passed away within a decade, it is most i*'rati-

fyini; that the i)reparation of this indispensab^
chronicle was not loni>"er delayed. '•' '' * The
collection of materials fur this narrative t2"ives evi-
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