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tie would indeed be ungrateful if he were flot
the ardent Irnperialist that I arn.

Now, why arn I opposed te publie owner-
ship? That is the question. Private enter-
prise is based on individualisrn; public owner-
ship on Cornrunisrn. Take our Canadian
National Railways for instance. If that is
flot an example of Cornrunism, tell me what
Cornmunism is. Under Comrnunism we should
ail be equal and ail initiative would be
destroycd. If aIl were equal, who would
want to study? Who would want to work
when the lazy man and the lubber would be
on the saine footing as every other man? I
arn opposed to Cornmunisrn because it is an
absurd systern. It bas neyer worked and
neyer can work; nevertheless, we seem to be
approaching it very rapidly just now. I arn
surprised at this. In days long gone by, my
farnily flirted a little with the old Tory
party, but I neyer thought the day would
corne wben I sbould see such things as I sec
now. From listening to the radio one would
get the impression that the Tory party is
hendcd towards Comrnunisrn. It is doing al
sorts of things to-day that it was opposed
to in the past. For instance, we actually
have our national brotber-in-law in Washing-
ton advocating reciprocity, although I still
have ringing in rny cars the words, "No truck
nor trade with the Yankees. Let well enough
alone, Wilfrid Laurier." What do we hear
to-day? "Let bad enough alone, R. B.
Bennett. Let bad enough alone."

If ail were equal, of course there would
be ne profit. Public ownership takes away
ail hope of gain. Basically, it is a false,
reactionary and dangerous doctrine. We hear
the cry: "Ruin the millionaire. Do away
with capitalism." Wcll, honourable gentle-
men, who is going to pay the wages if there
is ne more capital? That is a question you
rnust tbink about. If there is no more capital
there will be no more wages for anybody.
In Ilussia there are no wagcs, if that is wbat
yeu want. There, instead of wages you are
given a ticket, and witb it perhaps you can
get a loaf of bread, or a .pound of butter,
which costs $2. I do not know wbetber
honourable gentlemen have read in the paper
cf the returri cf a certain man te Sault Ste.
Marie. He was inclined te be a Communist.
Hc wcnt te Russia and stayed a couple cf
years. Then he saiýd. "The wages are very
geod, but no matter ho-w good they are you
bave te pay $2 for a pound of butter, and
bhere is ne hope cf gett-ing on." Se he came
back te Sault Ste. Marie, and a.9 he was a
geod werker he get hie old job back a.nd new
he is dene with Russia.
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I will peint eut sorne cf the misdeeds cf
publie ownersbip. The province cf Quebec
is fortunate, be-cause it got bitten early. The
Quebec Gcvernmcnt got the bright idea of
building a railrcad from Que'bec City te
Ottawa andl putting Montreal on a aide-
track. The railrcad was built at a ceat cf
$14,0O0,000. I sec the honourable senator
frorn Grandville (Hon. Mr. Chapais) srniling.
He remembers what took place and what
scandaIs were cennected with the affair. That
wau public ownersbip. Why was that line run
straight from Quebec to Ottawa, with Mont-
real on a siding? I do not know whethcr this
Huse has ever heard it, but the explanation
was, notbing but politics. The Hem. Rodrigue
Masson was the member frein Terrebonne at
Ottawa, and Hon. J. A. Chapleau was Prime
Minister of the province. They wanted the
rail1rcad to, pa.ss neýar the manor-bouse cf the
Masson family, and se the railway ran down
te St. Vinrent de Paul cm its way te Ottawa.
There was a siding te Montreal running down
te Rivière des Prairies, then up over the
summit cf I1e Jésus, then down te the Back
rivter, then up again te the summit of the
Island cf Montreal, and finally down te Place
Viger station. It was a regular scenie railway.
Yet. as I pointed eut te Mr. Fullerton, the
road ceuld have been run on a water level
grade frem Mentreal te Quebec. T-rains are
still being mun up and down these steep
grades, as they have been for fifty years, all
on acceunt cf pelities. That is one example
cf public ewnersbip. It bappened te, be a
Censervative Government wbich was respons.-
ible in tihis case.

When people are dcterrned te get a thing
tbýey will net listen te reason. That Quebec
railroad could neyer be made te pay, but the
Government went ahead with it. Tbey lest
rnoney on it cvery year, and thýen there was
tremendous pressure brcught te bear on the
Canadian Pacific, wbicb was fcrced te buy it
fer $7,00O,000. As I bave said, the road cest
$14,000,O00. AIl this may be ancient bistory,
but public owncrsbip was ne better fifty ycars
ago than it is to-day. The railroad bad
previously been sold te L. A. Senecal, wbe
tbeught bie was geing te make a lot of meney
eut cf it. Hon. T. Chase Casgrain made a
figbýt about tbat incident, but it went tbrough
just the saine. Senecal ceuld net make it pay,
as it was a pelitical affair, and the Canadian
Pacific teck it.

On that deal the province cf Quebec lest
$7,000,0OO, but it was a blessing in disguise.
Just as a child wbo gets its fingers burnt on
a red bot furn-ace stays away frein the fire
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