
not think, Judging froui the improvements certain poiicy, while at the saure time they
that have been mode on the Drummond are in active negotiation for the i)urchanse
County Railway, and whlch were absolutely of a road, pursuing a course diametricaliy
fiecessary to enable the Intercolonial Rail- opposed to their deciaration, what con-
way to use it even as a feeder, tbat it con fidence can the people have In tbemn ? How
be done for leas. We do not suppose for a many Iron bridges are there on this road ?
momnent that the Intercolonial Raiiway with It crossés, as I understnnd, a number of
its lîeavy rails and powerful engliies will streama. Whiether they are large rivera or
use a Une to Fredericton with fifty-six nlot I amrn ft prepared to say, but, fromi the
pound rails. Common sense will force every information I have, there Is not an iron or
one to corne to that conclusion. Then, wiîy steel bridge on the road. If that be the
should we buy that road ? The oîîly rea- case, it will necessitate the reconstruction
son that I have heard or seen advinced Is of every bridge ou that Une. Even If soe
thiat If the goverament do alot purcliase it of the bridges are of steel, they lire anly
uîîd mnake it a feeder to the Intercoloîîial built for the purîîose of local trade, with
Railwas, it will fail into the bonds of the lighit engines, and small trains. The couse-
Canadian Pacifie Rallway, and thereby di- quence is3 tlat we salI be saddied witli this
vert certain trade wvhich iiaturally, it is 136 miles of rond at a cost of $800,000, and
coutcnded, belonga to the Intercolonial Rail- the cost of maintaining aud keeping lu re-
wny. The traffic on thiat hune, I take it for pair a bridge lu whîch Nwe have an interest
granted, wouid go over the Intercolonial of $300,WO and arreairs 0f iuterest for about
llailw:îy, prov'ided that was the clîeaplest 15 or 16 years at four per cent, '%vith the
aîîd miost pîrofitable w9y to send It. %Vh3. prospect of renewving ail the rails for the
then (Io we wvant to buy up this road ? Is 136 miles, reconstructing ail the bridges.
it to be uniderstood tiat ail the lateral Ues and retieing the rond-lui fact, alinost re-
in the provinces of New Brunswick ond building the whole hune. Thiot la the re-
Nova Scotia are to be purchased by the gov- sponslbility the goveruiflent is assumîng,
ernment ? Is it to be a new system of gov- anti In the face of the declaration made by
ernmeuit ownershlp, andi management of rail- the premier, it is for the country to Say
ways iii the maritime provinces that la to hlow for confidence caii be placeti in decia-

be ndopted ? Thot ils a question whichi wC rations madie by the goveruelt. If the
miay fairly ask. Then I should like to nsk policy la to purchase ail the local ronds lu
the lion. Sècretary of State, who, Is respon- New Brunswick, the systemi hi better be
sible for the utterances of the premier, how carried out at once to is full extent. The
the governument recouciles the declaration declaration wa's mode iu the Iloîîse that
madie by the premier not a *month ago to a duriug iast year, or a fewý' years past, titis
deputation wvhich waited upou, lm'. asking' 1oati iii the state lu whieih it la, hias lxnd a
for assistance to survey the Georgian Bay surplus over expenditure of about $2,000-
canal, with this new polery. -The premier a very small omounit, that would be swal-
replied that lie wns opposed to governuient low'ed ni) by the construction of one anliail
ownership of railways, but was lu faveur bridge ut any time. To any one -ndho lias
of government ownersbip of waterwn3's. 1 given the question the slighitest attention
l)resiime lie mode tlit stateinent witli the~ or cousideration, it miust be levident that
idea that there shouli nlot be anotiier woater- tlîis Is an improvident bargain, entailiîîg ol,
way conuecting the upper lakes with the the country an expenditure whicli ouglit
SRt. Lawrence owned by a privnte corpora- net to be incurreti. It is taking over pro-
tien. I oui nîot prepared to dispute that perty that the owners have been trying to
policy, but wvhat I wnt to know is Iiow lie get riti of for years, because it la ail inclubus
anti the cabinet reconcileti that declaration upon their finances, no nmtter what they
with the fact that they imuat have becau mlght say to the contrary, and folstlng
then la negotintion for the purchase of this upon thue government n nprofitable un-
Eastern Extension Rallway la the province dertaking. If we live a few years ofter the
of New Brunswick ? If the public is to be purchose of thîs road, If my predictions are
constantiy told that the men wlio rule andi fot fulfll.ed In respect to it, I salI be very
control thc country are not la faveur 0f a glati to acknowietige my error.
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