Tariff

cult for persons to understand what they
could do and what they could not do with
regard to this matter, ‘Take the law as 1t
was construed in the very strictest sense,
and he spprehended the doctrine pro-
pounded by the honorable Seuator irom
New Brunswick would be correct — that
there was not a member of Parliament who
was a director of a bank or of & joini stock
company, or :ny company dealing with the
Government, who would not be amen-
able 10 that act, and there would
not be twenty members ot either House
who were mnot liable to the penalty. In
thirty years there had not been, in his
opinion, many members who had not been
sitting in Parliament directly in the teethof
this law, construing it in 'the way it was
proposed to be done. How was 1t possible
that a member of Parliament could prevent
himself from being brought to account for
violating the Independence of Parliament
Act, if he wasin business atall. It had been
asgerted that 1t dwd wnot apply to
Jommt Stock Compsnies, but il the
strict comstruction put upon the Act were
correct, 1t certainly did, and there was not
& member of Parliament connected with a
newspaper that published a Government
adveriisement, who was not amenable to
the penalty. The truth was the law requir-
ed to be changed ; a mistake had been made
in framingit. In England the Act declares
that he who oftends knowingly shall be liable
of the penalty, but 1n our country the word
“ knowingly”’ had been omitted. He hoped
the honorable Secretary ot State would re-
peat what had been stated by a member of
the Government in the other House,
that a  biill would be  brought
down next session to place the guilt where
itought to be. It ill-became honorable
gentlemen opposite to get up and aseall,
not only members supporting the Govern-
ment, but their owa friends in the other
House--because there had been as many of
one party as of the other 11 proportion to
their numbers guilty ot violating this act.
He would not justify any member who know-
ngly violated the law. but the thing h.d
gone 8o far that it was utterly unreasonabile
and unjust to single out any one now
for downg what all had done—what
he Zhimself had done for !years
without coasidering it an mfringement
of the act, He was very glad this bill had
passed second reading, and ha hoped the
law would be placed on such a footing next
session that every one would be able to
comprehend it.

The bill was reported from Committee
without amendment, read a third time, and
passed.

[ApraL 27, 1877.]
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Hoo. Mr, SCOTT moved the second read-
ing of the tanff bill,

Hoo. Mr. MACPHERSON said he was
sorry he could not aliow the hill to pass
this stage without detamming the House for
a tew minutes. The subject belore the
House was the tantl. Now, changing the
tariff at any time disturbed the trade of the
country  very seriously. The present
changes were few and were small— 80 small
1t was 1mpo:zsible to justily the change.
The changes were s0 insigrificant that the
Government in introducing the bill ought to
apologize for 1t. The object was toin-
crease the revenue, and the Secretary of
State should have told the Senate what ad-
ditional amount of revenue was required,
and how much the changes ia the taritf were
estimated to yield, There was a deficit ot
two millions on the 30th of June last. The
[inance Minister had not revised the esti-
mates of revenue of last session during the
present session of Parliament, So the
Houee did not know what he expected
would be the [inancial result of the present
year, without possessing that information.
which he thopght should have been furmsh-
ed to Parliament. There could be little
doubt that & new deficit would be found to
oxist at the end of the present financial
year. Inview of the deficit of last year, and
the certain acecruing deficit of this year—
amounting together to & very large sum he
fesred—it seemed trifling to make these
changes in the tarift for the small sum they
would yield. According to the Finance
Minister, in another place they would yield
only some four or five hundred thousand
dollars. If 1t was 1ntended to supply the
deficiency in the revenue by this slight in-
crease of the taxation of tho country, it was
wholly inadequate for the purpose,and 1t
was difficnlt to 1magine any attempt more
lame and 1mpotent than this. The depres-
sion throughout the country was wholly un-
precedented in the memory of any member
of this House. All the enterprises of the
country were staganant and paralyzad, and
there was nothing going on but the 1ocresse
of

our financial embarrassment and
of our deficits, He did not hold
the Government altogether res.

ponsible for the prostrate condition of
commerce ; but he contended 1f they had a
policy, it they had even sympathy for the
country, they might mitigate the feeling of
despondency that prevailed so widely. [e
knew that men of means who might be dis-
posed to embark in enterprises 1n the
country were deterred by the fear that if
they did so, and became successful, the
Government would find some excuse for



