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101f\n‘)ther point to be made is that government funding for
i Y groups and special interest groups must stop. That is
& Mething we have continued to put forth as a party in the House
tl;l 1 the public for a long time. We believe it is very unfaxr for
®Public to be funding a special lobby group, a special interest
t;""?» that in many cases does not represent the true interests of
*Silent majority most of the time. I implore the government to
< 3¢ed of this point. We have raised it before in the House. I
wio !mplore all government officials, particularly those of us
O are new at the job, to be very wary of these groups.

i ho(?e of the most difficult things I have found §ince being here
trye W10 get to the truth of the matter, how to find out what the
Problans‘,ve‘_'s are, what the people' want and what _the real
lar eem 1S in definition. We are all in our offices subjected to
Varig numl?ers of pfaople from finfferent groups who are giving us
thep % points of view. Sometimes when we sit there listening to
Peoplz € can be convinced that they represent the will of the

thgemg a sceptical individual I find it very difficult to believe
What oany individuals truly represent the truth, truly represent
Sile 5 _CO{lstituents want or truly represent the wishes of the
thy , 22j0rity. I would ask all of us in the House to be wary of
Caﬂad? try to continually ask ourselves what the majority of
thing ta“ People feel about a specific issue. It is not an easy
answ,:o d°: It will be a continual battle for all of us to try to
uring our tenure.

U |
Fheyalzo 'Mplore members of the public to influence us where
'nterestn‘ edonot as a group want to be influ.enced by. sp_ecxfxl
Orde, ogr"“PS_- We need the influence of the silent majority in
Peop, + StEectively represent the wishes of the majority of the
1o o), 11 the country. Only by the Canadian public coming to us
tltey; U what the average person on the street wants can we
¥ can ©Y and truly represent their wishes and do the best job

[
they";ike an open plea to members of the Canadian public, if
ing y e-feeling apathetic, to try to influence us, to write to us
bege Tgw‘f’ their wishes and views on what they want us to do
tl's the only way we can be forceful in terms of wishes.

%
e .
only a5 8ood as the constituents who influence us.

i

clples ovt{lse to summarize by looking at the underlying prin-
A the Current legislation we want to promote such as

ryx;I,‘*ere she._0rds on paid lobbyists should be available public-

be clarity to reinforce the principle of openness.
Oulg e

frga 15t 8toups.

l access to government by all people, not only
¢
tage Y, ag the

- The people on the street must have access to us
toy. Of thy, MINister mentioned before. They must take advan-
th:ntfy_ ot M a democratic society such as we have in the
People to SVery country in the world has given the power to

do th

that. We are one of the few countries to have it.

Government Orders

I implore the people of Canada to come out and exercise their
right to do so.
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We have a credo in our party. I ask all members of the House
to please listen. We believe in the common sense of the people,
their right to be consulted on public policy matters before ma jor
decisions are made, their right to govern themselves through
truly representative and responsible institutions, and their right
to directly initiate legislation for which substantial public
support is demonstrated.

I hope the government will listen carefully, use them as
guiding principles in its legislative efforts and institute and
support efforts to democratize the system this party has pres-
ented, which I know many people in the House support.

Mr. Dennis J. Mills (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Industry): Mr. Speaker, I begin by saying that the member
for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca has raised a couple of very good
points in terms of possible amendments.

The point he raised about government funding lobbyists is
something we have to review. Many members find it strange that
we fund heavily many lobbyists. In many cases the government
funds them to constantly criticize even the good things govern-
ments are doing. Therefore, as the bill proceeds to committee, I
know that part of it will be subjected to some good and rigorous
exchanges in debate.

I also congratulate the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Industry for taking the necessary time to bring before the House
a comprehensive package. Often in our haste we could have
maybe had the Lobbyists Registration Act amended and it might
not have met the total test. By having a comprehensive package
which includes an ethics counsellor, the Prime Minister has

sensitized all of us who are public office holders and the entire

machinery of government, as well as outside lobbyists. We will
do our best to make sure the process of rebuilding trust is one
that involves a constant, high profile, highly respected public
servant who will keep us all alert to what tends to be the
temptations to which the member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca
alluded.

Many people come into our offices at times. Sometimes it is
difficult to judge where the real truth comes from. It is so easy in
this game because sometimes the presentations to us as mem-
bers of Parliament are so sophisticated and well organized that
we end up buying in to some of the policies thrown at us. This
will put a very vigorous discipline on us to make sure we get to
the bottom of all information presented to us.
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I would like to highlight subclause 5(2)(i) which reads:



