
June 15,199513910 COMMONS DEBATES

S. O. 31

I believe that this initiative demonstrates yet again our govern
ment’s commitment to the people of Canada. I look forward to its 
implementation.

[Translation]

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr. 
Speaker, this morning’s Globe and Mail reported staff cuts at the 
CBC which are the start of further major cuts that could well 
change the role, nature and even the mandate of the corporation 
entirely.

As a result of the latest budget, the SRC and the CBC will have 
to cut 1,000 employees. However, Tony Manera, the former 
president had indicated that between 3,000 and 4,000 jobs would 
have to be cut in the next three years. In this context, it is therefore 
surprising that the Minister of Cultural Heritage continues to refuse 
to reveal the budget cuts he has imposed on the corporation.

We should not be surprised to discover more American televi
sion programs in CBC programming in the near future or to find 
ourselves witnessing the long slow demise of what was once the 
jewel of Quebec and Canadian culture.

* * *

FORGING THE LINK

Mr. John Murphy (Annapolis Valley—Hants, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, on June 8 and 9, Acadia University, Chrysler Canada, the 
Nova Scotia Department of Education and the Department of 
Economic Development hosted “Forging the Link”, an interna
tional symposium on education and the economy. This conference 
as a preamble to the Halifax summit brought business leaders, 
educators and youth together to discuss new partnerships between 
education and the economy.

For young Canadians the chances of finding that first job in a 
chosen field are a lot better with relevant training and work 
experience. Whether it is post-secondary education or an intern
ship that helps get a foot in the door, available jobs are going more 
than ever before to people with more schooling and more skills.

[English]

It is crucial therefore that we as a government forge closer links 
between educators and business. Through important forums such as 
this, more young Canadians will gain an understanding of the ties 
between good education and good jobs.

DEMOCRACY IN CANADA

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I am 
sad to say that the past few days have ended democracy for the 
people of Canada.

It was not so long ago we had a Prime Minister promising fair 
representation for all Canadians who elected Liberal members of 
Parliament. Not only has it become blatantly obvious that he has 
reneged on one of his iron clad red book promises, he has taken it a 
step further by threatening his caucus members to toe the party line 
or he will use the ultimate weapon of refusing to sign nomination 
papers for those members prior to the next election. This in turn 
could deny access to their beloved gold plated pension plan which 
is the worst possible catastrophe for a Liberal to experience.

I want to inform members opposite that our constituents have 
their wishes followed on a day to day basis. They have the power to 
nominate their own representatives. As well, our leader will sign 
nomination papers based on constituents’ wishes. With these three 
policies alone, our constituents know that we are the only truly 
democratic party left in Canada.

ELDERS AND TRADITIONAL PEOPLES GATHERING

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the 12th 
annual Elders and Traditional Peoples Gathering was held at Trent 
University in Peterborough. Three thousand aboriginal people and 
others met to address the theme: family growth through our elders.

There were ceremonies, plays, concerts and workshops. Work
shop topics included oral traditions, immersion schools, being 
Indian today, Inuit life, the spirit of healing, native women’s issues, 
traditional language and medicinal herbs. A highlight was the play 
“Earth Rhythms” about young people creating change in their own 
environment This was performed by people from the First Nations 
of Curve Lake and Hiawatha.

* * *

The annual elders conference is aboriginal Canadians helping 
themselves and others to make Canada an even better place. • (1410)

I am delighted to add that Trent University will be appointing a 
new chancellor this fall. She will be Mary Simon, former president 
of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference and currently Canada’s am
bassador for circumpolar affairs.

YOUTH SERVICE CANADA

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Winnipeg North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
Canadian youth have a wealth of fresh insight, energy and intellect


