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HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Thuzsdcay. February 15, 1973

The House met at 2 p.m.

HOUSE 0F COMMONS
DISPLAYING 0F CANADIAN FLAG IN CHAMBER FOR

FIRST TIME-STATEMENT BY MR. SPEAKER

Mr. Speaker: Order. Hon. members will have observed
that the Canadian flag is being displayed i the chamber
today for the first time.

Soin. hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker: As hon. members will recail, the terrns of
the resolution adopted yesterday authorized the Speaker
of the House to display the Canadian flag in the House of
Commons ini such location as he chooses. Acting under
the authority of that resolution the present location has
been temporarily selected, but it seems to me it would be
desirable for the Chahr to consider the wishes of hon.
members. It may be that a more appropriate position
could be found or that as a matter of balance i the
chamber consideration might be given to displaying more
than one flag or two flags, one on each side, and perhaps
not exactly i the place which has been chosen
temporarily.

I arn suggesting to hon. members that the Chair does
not; like to take decisions of this importance and run the
risk that the decision taken might be against the wishes of
hon. members. I have taken upon myself to give effect to
the order passed by the House yesterday and, I hope, of
course that what I have done will prove satisfactory.
However, if it is not I will be very pleased to give effect to
the wishes of hon. members.
[Translation]

As I aJ.ready said, I will be very pleased to gîve effect to
the wishes of hon. members.

[En glish]

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

On the order: Motions.

Mr. Howard: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if 1 might take the
liberty of risig on a poit of order at the very commence-'
ment of item "motions". My poit of order is necessitated
as a resuit of having iquired at the office of the leader of
this party to determie whether or not advance notifica-
tion had been gîven of an intention on the part of the
governinent to make a statement today i respect of the
announcement of the Prime Miister yesterday concern-
ing recognition of the native title to, lands of a specific

group of Indian people thereby possibly reducig the
number of questions on the subject later. I thought the
opportunity should be given to the Prime Minister to rise
and tell the House whether he intends to make a state-
ment on motions.
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Mr. Trudeau: Mr. Speaker, my only statement at this
point would be that the hon. member, as usual, obviously
misiterpreted what I said.

Mr. Danuon: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. I
should like to poit out it is most appropriate that on this
day when the Canadian flag is displayed i this chamber
for the first time we have i the gallery MIrs. Lester B.
Pearson. I think this is particularly appropriate and her
presence honours this House.

Soin. hon. Members: Hear, hearl

HOUSE 0F COMMONS
PROPOSED DISPLAY 0F UNION JACK IN CHAMBER-

REQUEST FOR UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO MOVE MOTION

Mr. Stan Schumacher (Pallimer): Mr. Speaker, I rise
under the provisions of Standing Order 43, as well as to
pursuant to your pleasant ivitation, on a matter of
urgent and pressing necessity. In view of the fact one of
Canada's flags was given recognition and a place i this
chamber yesterday, I would hope that the same consent
would be given to the followig motion:

That this House authorize Mr. Speaker to instal in a location
deemed suitable by him, as soon as possible, the Union Jack, as
symbol of Canada's membership i the Commonwealth and rever-
ence for the monarchy as our system of government.

Soin. bon. Members: Hear, hearl

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The House has heard the
motion proposed by the hon. member for Palliser. This
motion proposed under the terms of Standing Order 43
requires the unanimous consent of the House. Is there
unanimous consent?

Soin. hon. Members: Agreed.

Sora. hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: There is not unanimity and the motion
cannot be put.

Mr. Diefenbaker: The Liberal members are ail agaist
it.

Soin, han. Members: Oh, oh!


