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1 have sai that the rule of law is the
very cornerst.oae of our civilization. Let
us be ho'nest about it. When, as I said a
moment ago, Nve tilkedl so glibly about being
Christian, le' us look in on ourselves and
find out how rnany of the real principles of
Christianity we are prepared f0 back. But
ot;.-e thing we have-trie rule of law established
by the wisdoin of oiir ancestors. This we
have inheritei, andl f0 this we should ding.
If the rule of law is gone, what have we
[eft? What is the use of "screening" govern-
ment ernployees to see -wýhether or flot they
mnighf under certain circumsfances break the
law when at the samne time the government
has broken the la-w-and xithout excuse
a'd without any pro-nise of doing any better
ina the future?

Let me have a word more about this rule
of law. If seemns Io me it is the binder, the
cernent of our civilization. What is it that
enables us to solve problems which off en
become bitter, w'hich offen becorne acrirnoni-
ous-labour problenis, racial problems, even
religlous problens at tirnes? What is it thaf
er ables us to salve those problems? la spife
of the criticisms andi sneers that are made
againsf the couirts, the farct rernains thaf there
is a deep-roote'l feeling ia our country that
there is a rule of la\ v hich is the same for
oie person as for another. Hon. members
wlll recali thaf if ai poor mani cornes before
the courts faced with sornefhing serious such
as a crimninal chargrle the court will assign
counsel f0 hlmn. Even those who have as
liffle acquaintance wif h the courts as I have
know that judges are particularly tender
and solicitous foward those who "orne into
court without lawyers, to defend their own
cases. I tbink it is one of the glories of our
law that thaf is true.

If is well for us f0 remnember what would
happen to a judge if la the administration of
his office he undertook f0 disregard or to
break the law. My answ'er is that the Minis-
ter- of Justice %vould cleal wif h hlmn harshly,
and properly su. But now the custodian of
the law bas been found doing this, and what
is to be done about if? During fthe debate
the Minister of Justice gave various reasons
for doing whaf bad been done. I do not
propose to examine the-,, because they were
ail irrelevant. Nof one of fhem faced the
question thaf the law had been broken. He
discussed the reasonableness of this or that,
and eventually wound up ut a point which
I thoughf was disappoinfing. I hardlv fhink
i1 is a travesty to say thaf the only real
reuson be gave for breaking the law was that
the Minister of Trade and Commerce (Mr.
Howe) told hlmn to do if. I do not want to
be unfuir, but thaf seerns to me fo be the

,.Mr. Macdormnell (Greenwood) .1

real answer. 0f course I should add that if
was ail discussed by the cabinet, so they are
ahl head over heels in if; but I f hink we can
give the honours of the day f0 the Minister
of Trade and Commerce.

There was one ofher thing the Minister of
Justice said thaf froubled me more than any
of the other fhings he said, alfhough they ail
troubled me quit e a lot. Eventually he got
ulmosf to the point of saying that anyway
fhey had a large majority. If is always corn-
fortable for a goverament f0 be able to say
that, and this goverrnent does have a large
mai orify. Unfortunafely he seerned f0 imply
thaf somehow or other whaf happened iasf
June xvas an endorsernent of this govern-
ment action, but if has already been wither-
ingly poinfed ouf thaf iasf June the electors
\vere la the unfortunate position of flot
kaowing about this. I shall fot say any
more about if.

The minister also suggesfed thaf as long
as the goverament had the comforfable feel-
ing thaf there was sf111 a majorîty wifb fhema
in the country, fbey need nof worry. Will you
consider whaf that means? If means that
when the people elecf 262 members f0 the
House of Commons they are jusf xvasfing
their fime; there is no point in our being
here af ail, because the governrnent will not
puy any attention f0 us. They offer the
suggestion that evenfually there will be an
clection and thaf will set fie the maffer. What
does that mean? If means in effecf that we
are f0 have government by plebiscife which
will fake place every four years, and in the
meanfime the House of Commons mighf jusf
as well shuf ttp shop because if is wasfing ifs
time. There is no suggestion by any minister
I cani find anywhere la the debafe thaf this
bouse bas any rights.

For one fhing I arn very sorry. I fhink 190
members of this bouse are going f0 find if
difficuif f0 express their views in this maffer.
We have nof heard from any of themr yef,
and I arn sf111 boping we shall hear fromn af
ieast one. I fhought perhaps if the hon. mern-
ber for Quebec South (Mr. Power) were bere
he mighf bave a word f0 say for the law,
but as he is nof, we cannof heip if.

One other cynical remark was made fthe
other day-and I suggesf thaf the government
need flot be f00 much surprised that these
cynical tbings are said. This, I may say, was
said with approval. If was suggested that
the goveranent could nof afford f0 make the
report public unt il fhey bad discredited Mr.
McGregor.

Mr. Garson: Why does the hon. member
give furfher publicify f0 a thing he dis-
approves?
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