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with the soidiers of tbe last war, under the
recommendations of the committee on soidier
reestabiishment.

A member of the legion appeared before us
and made certain recommendatians regarding
the rehabilitatian of veterans af the last war.
The Minister of Mines and Resaurces stated
that in bis opinion the recammendation was
a moderate one. I believe the majarity of the
committee feit that the recommendations of
the legion were maderate, and we spent a
number of days in diseussing ways and means
of bringing about better conditions for those
settiers. Unfortunateiy, when the recam-
mendations regarding veterans of the last war
were drawn up they did not go anytbing like
as far as the recommendatians made ta the
committee by the legion. The legian recam-
mended tbat the interest charge an the
indebtedness of the settler of the iast war
sbouid be reduced ta 3ý per cent ta bring him
in line with the bill deaiing with the settiers
of this war. Instead of reducing the interest
rate ta 31 per cent on ail debts of the settier
of the last war, we are mereiy reducing the
rate ta 3ý per cent on the debts of thase
settiers wbo have reeniisted in this war. One
cannat help wandering why the rest of the
settiers are not entitied ta that same benefit.*
C.ertainiy, if we are going ta make a reduction
of interest rates availabie ta the settiers of
this war, we shouid make tbat rate availabie ta
ahl the soldier settlers of the lust war.

One recommendation of the speciai cam-
mittee is in cannectian with wbat a soidier's
equity in bis land sbou]d be. In the new biill
we recognize tbat every saidier settier, in order
ta bave any reai chance of success, must be
given an equity in bis land of araund 33ý4 per
cent. As a matter of fact, wben. yau take inta
consideration bis equipment, he wii have a
total equity of approximateiy 50 per cent. I
remember when Mr. Walter Waods, associate
deputy minister of the Department of Pen-
sions and National Health, gave evidence
before the special committee. He stressed the
fact that ta-day loan companies believe that a.
man shauld have an equity af around 50 per
cent if be is ta be abie ta pay off bis iaan.
That principie was emhadied in the new bill
ta a large extent.

The settiers under this new bill wiii be
younger men. Their stock and equipment wili
be in first-ciass condition. Yet we say that
these men must have an equity of araund
50 per cent. What chance wiil a settler of
the iast war have of paying for bis land wben
in many cases he bas no equity in the land?
The average age af these men is around
fifty-three years, and, generaily speaking, their
equipment is in poor shape. Aceaording ta,

a statement submitted to, the special corn-
mittee by the director of the soldier settie-
ment board, 50 per cent of the aid settiers of
the last war are making practically no progress
at ail. Twenty-seven hundred have no equity
in their land, and 1,078 have an equity of less
than 16 per cent.

If we take the stand, which we have taken,
that in order to pay off his indebtedness it is
necessary for a man to have an equity of
around 50 per cent, sure]y we sbould take tbe
necessary steps to give the settiers of the last
war an equity in their land which will make
it possible for tbem to meet their obligations.
The recommendations regarding tbe settiers
of the Iast war unfortunately do not meet
that need. The recammendation may mean
a great deal, but an the other hand it may
mean nothing at ail. It mereiy states that
the debts of the soldier settier of the last war
shouid be reduced to a point *where he will
have same equity in his land. Just what does
that mean? If his debt is reduced ta a point
where he has an equity of $1, be has an equity
and apparently that is ail the recommendation
calis for.

I should like the minister ta tell us what
in bis opinion shouid be the basis of the equity
that wili be granted the soldier settler of the
last war. He bas stated that the recommenda-
tians of the legion are maderate. They -were
to the effect that the benefits of the new bill
shauld appiy as far as possible to the veter-
ans of the last war. As I say, this bill gives
the settlers of this war an equity af around
33J per cent in bis land, or around 50 per cent
when one takes equipment into consîderatian.
When tbe cammittee is appointed to deal with
this question, what direction will be given ta
it? Wiii it be directed to reduce the debt
to a point where there is an equity of 30 per
cent or 40 per cent? I wish the minister
would expiain that point because we have
nothing an the record deaiing with that point.
I ask this because the minîster was not pres-
ent in the speciai committee wben this matter
was taken Up.

Mr. CRERAR: The bon. memnber for
Acadia (Mr. Quelch) bas referred ta the
report of the speciai committee. This report
will be before the gavernment and will
receive careful consideration. It recommends
,a reduction in the interest rate ta those aid
soidier settlers wbo bave enlisted in the
present war. My bon. friend thinks that
that shouid be extended ta ail aid saidier
settiers so that they will be on an equaiity
with the beneficiaries under the new legis-
lati-on. I can assure my bon. friend that that
will receive careful consideratian. However.


