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be rcachcd by ships drawing more than seven-
teen icet ai water. There is the story. Could
anything better illustrate the manner in which.
this administration apýproaches the transaction
af public business? Does it sound weil that
we should spcnd millions ai dollars on termi-
nais at Prescott withont dcepening the St.
Lawrence channel sufficiently ta enable the
new Welland canal ta be taken advantage ai
ta the iuilest extent? What are you gaing ta
do about it is the question I amn asking the
government? Are arrangements hein.- made
with the American gavemnrent ta assist in
dredging the St. Lawrence river? It je an
internatinal waterway, and we cannot change
tire channel ourselves, we can do it oniy by
arrangement with the neighbouring govern-
ment. I repeat, bas any arrangement been
made, or are any negatiations in progress ta
this end?

Now, may I ask the Minister oi Raiiways
(Mr. Crerar) just what the next paragraph
in the speech froin the throne means. It says:

Legislation will be introduced respecting the
several railway praperties formerly privately
owuIed and now embraced in the Canadiean
Nýational IRailway system.

Are we ta have another brandi uine? Or is
there ta be a capital reorganizabion? What
does it mean? Is this bouse ta be subjected ta
the indignity ai net being told in the speech
frora the throne just xvhat is ýmeant in regard
ta this legisiation respecting the Canadien
National R.ailway system? \Viil any hon.
gentleman say what is meant by that para-
graph? Perhaps they are gaing ta buiid a
new bridge, perhaýps they are poing ta build
another branch linýe. The paragraph is vague
and indefinîte, and I say it is uniair ta this
parliament that it sb.ouid be so.

Then the speech frorn the throne passes
on ta deai w'ith the relations thc government
have bad with the variaus provinces ai the
coniedleration. The Duncan report deait with
Il1e righls ai the maritime provinces. Frora
time ta time the bion. ministers irora those
provinces have told us that the report bas
been implemented anc hundred per cent, came
even say one hundred and twenty-five per
cent, and yet we are* told in the speech froin
thc tbrone that matters are now engaging thc
attention ai the government in connectian
with that report. There is one impartant
recommendation made by Sir Andrew Rae
Duncan which bas certainiy nat been im-
piemented; that is in conneetion witb the
iran and steel duties. The Minister ai
Finance (Mr. Dunning) wiii probabiy deal
with that at an early date; the tariff board
bas heard evidence upon it. In a word, it
is anc ai thc essentiel parts ai the Duncan
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report-I have read the recommendation sa
irequently ta the house that I refrain from
again quoting it-and yet, thoug-h the gev-
ernment and its supporters say that the Dun-
can report has been impiemented one hundred
per cent, we are toid that consideration is now
being given ta the final revision af the
financial arrangements contempiated by that
report.

Then we corne ta aur western provinces,
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Mani-
toba bas been deait with; Alberta bas been
deait with; Saskatchewan bas bad an offer
made which bas not yet been accepted. This
is neither the time nor the place ta deal at
iengýth witb these matters; that opportunity
will be afforded when the legisiation ie pre-
sented ta the bouse. But may I direct atten-
tion to one paragrapb of the Alberta agree-
ment? I refer ta the second recital:

And w'hereas it iis desirable that the province
ehould be p].aced in a position of equality with
the other provinces of caniederatiion with
rýespect ta tihe administration and contrai of
its natujrel resources as fromn its entrarece io
confede7ratjon la 1905;

Note tbe words "fromn its entrance into
confederation in 1905." That statement is
cither accidentai or it is piaced tbere by
design. If accidentai, it is inexcusable; if
by design, it should disappear. Here are the
words of the proclamation af the Queea in
Couacil made on the 23rd day ai June, 1870:

And it le further ordered that, without
prejudice ta ainy obligations arising fram the
aforeisaid appraved report, Rupert's Land shall
frara and afterr the said date bie admitted into
and become part of the Domninion of Canada
upon the following ternas and conditions,

That is the Queen in ýCouncil. Th-en I turn
ta the British North America Act of 1871,
under which this power is given:

The parliamient of Canad-a nvay iroin time
ta timie e.staibligh new provinces in any terri-
tories forming for the time being part of the
Dominion of Canada, but flot inciuded in any
province thereof,

Sa that jurisdiction ta create a province
arase only if the territory included therein
was part of the Dominion of Canada. Lastly

I corne to the Autonoýmy Act af 190.5. The
first recital readis:

Whereas in and by the British North
America Act, 1871, being chapter 28 of the acte
a'f the parliamient of the Uniited Kingdomn
passed la tire ,ession thereai held in 'the thirty-
fourth and thirty"fifth years of the reiga of lier
late majesty, Queen Victoria, it is enacted that
the parlianient of Canada may irora time ta
time pstahlish new provinces ia any territaries
forming for the time beinýg part ai the Dominion
ai Canada, but neýt includled in any province
thereaf,


