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matters in this way is unwise and out of
order. I hope my hon. friend will not seek
to obtain a decision 0of the Houas to the
contrary beeause I amn satisfied that thp
point mnade by my lion. friend from North
Toronto vas ma4de in the interests of de-
bate, and it would be a pitfr te introduce
these inatters other than in their proper
place, *hich is in the Committee on Ways
and Means.

Mr. BURRELL. Whether on the motion
to go into Ways and Means or into Supply,
I cannot recall whi.ch, the hon. Minister
oft Customs (Mr. Paterson), got up .and
read, not Tesolutions or other communica-
tions, but .newepaper editorials. I think,
therefore, that the point mnade by my hon.
friend froin New Westminster (Mr.
Taylor), is 'well taken, namnely, that the
Honse, having established a precedent by
receiving other communications on this
motion, lie should 'be alloWed to read those
which lie received -froin his constituents.

Mr. SPEAKER. I amn of course in the
bande of the House. I thought at first
it was my duty to ul1o~w tliese communica-
tions and documents to be read on the
motion tb go into, Supply because consid-
erable latitude is always allowed on this
motion; but inasmuch. as objection lias
been taken to tlis on botli eides, I arn
entirely i the h'ands af the House. The
hon. member for North Toronto (Mr.
Foster), raised the point that tliis vas an
iregular proceeding and ought not to he
allowed, in which lie was supporteid by the
riglit lion. the Prime Minister, and I, the-re-
fore concluded that sucli was the opinion
of tlie Hofuse.

Mr. FOSTER. Altliough I did take that
position and stili stand by it I do not see
wliy Mr. Speaker should put the respon-
sibility on me. The responsibi-lity is on
Mr. Speaker, and the House is in his
handa, rather than lie in tlie liands of the

Mr. SPEAKER. AQcording te the
authorities the Speaker can appeal. to the
House on certain occasions. My first im-
pression was to. allow tlie re.sding of these
matters on tlie motion to go into Supply,
and I was prepared to continue in that
course, but objection lias Ïbeen taken on
both sides. As the right hon. the Prime
Minister is now liere, I would refer the
point to him. The point is tInt the lion.
member for New Westminster wishes te
read certain communications from. lis con-
etituents regarding reciprocity, and oh-
jection having been taken, I souglit the
advice of the Honise as to whether this
eliould Ïbe allo4wed or wlietlier il should
be deferred. until the Hous is ini Com-
mittee on Ways and Means to which the
reciprocity resolutions have been referred.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. This matter of
reciprocity having been referred te the
Ways and Means Commîttee, it would be
out of order ta bring it up except in tliat
committee.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I amn not quite
sO sure of that, aithougli I speak witli de-
ference to the view the Prime Minister lias
expressed. We certainly liad rather a bad
example from the treasury benches when
the Minister of Customs (Mr. Patereon>
read a long editorial witli regard ta this
subjent from some newspaper in Britisli
Columbia. Either the lion. minister was
out of order or not. in doing bliat. Il lie
was in aider, my lion. friend who now pro-
poses to address tlie House is certainly
equally in order. Tlie difficulty arises at
once that, after a certain practice lias pre-
vailed up ta a certain period, there is more
orT Iess difflculty in cutting it off at a given
point.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I may be
wrong. but my recollection is tliat tlie ex-
ample set by tlie Minister af Customs (Mr.
Paterson) vas alter we weîe in Committee
of Ways and Means, or on going into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, and, therefore,
it was not out of order. But, even if we
were tIen out of order, the consequence
being what some foîesaw and wliat is
brouglit to the attention of the House by
my lion. friend from North 'Toronto (Mr.
Foster) I think it would be better to change
aur course, and ýadhere more strictly to tlie
rules.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Does the Prime
Minister think that- there is a distinction
between going into Committee of Ways and
Means and going into Committee of Sup-
plyp

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I think that
wlien a subject matter lias been referred to
committee, wliether of Supply or of Ways
and Means, it sliould be left tb that coin-
mittee. The subject matter of reciprocity
lias been referred to the Çommittee of Ways
and Means. and I am sure that my lion:-
friend from Halifax will agree with me
that, under sucli circumstances, the Com-
mittee o! Ways and Means is in possession
of it, and it would be out of order ta refer
it to another committee.

Mr. MIDDLEBRO. The Prime Minister
refused to tell us when lie will next go on
with the question of reciprocity, the resuit
o! this decision will be to preclude members
,of *Uis Houje from miaking ',reference tpo
newspaper utterances or even petitions
from aur constitutents, and sa will abso-
Iutely block the discussion on the question
of reciprocity.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. The House can
only proceed with one matter at a time.
Reciprocity is one matter, but there are


