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public opinion, and under the influence of
that pressure, the award lias been practically
aequiesced in. While on tliat point, just f0
encourage my lion. friend tlie leader of thle
opposition, to belive that fliere is sornething
gcod in that measure, I will rend wliat Mr.
Francis Adamns lias said wltli reference f0
the 'Massachusetts raîlway strike:

_Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I arn afraid I
did flot make myseif clear. I endeavoured
f0 say as distinctly as I could 'that 1 think
the object f0 lie aimied af lu efforts of fhis
kind is to get fthe parties to agrec to a tri-
bunial whose award they will respect.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. Quite
s0. I quite agree witli my lion. fiend. (Mr.
Borden, Halifax) fliat if would lie mosf de-
sirable if we could gef them. f0 agree ii flic
first instance. But thaf Is flot possible.
When they are at war and holding eacli
other at arrns' leng-th, an agreemnent is diffi-
cuit f0 olitain. If, af thaf stage, sorne third
party infervenes and brings tliem together,
by degrees tlie pressure of public opinion
and of the situation brings about peace. In
ftle case in question, with which I arn going
to trouble flic House, flie strike on flie Bos-
ton and Maine Railway, neiliher party con-
sented. But tlie board of arbItrafors for fhe
state of Massachusetts had power f0 liold
an -i.arbitration. This is fthc history of the
proceedings:

At four o'clock In the afternoon of the l2th
of riebruary, 1877, ahl the locomotive engineers
and flremen in1 the ernploy of the Boston and
Maine Railroad Company stopped work in a
body, abandoning their trains. The move was
flot altogether unexpected, but the operation of
the road was seriously interfered with. The
commIssioners did not at first interveae, neither
party calling upon them. Indeed, both partie3
were unwilling so to do-

1 comrnend this f0 rny hion. friend the
leader of flic opposition:
-for each was apprehensive, apparently, of
adverse action. During several days, accord-
lngly, the commlissioflers preserved an attitude
of sulent observation. After the lapse of a rea-
sonable period. liowever. the board concluded
that it was plainly time to recognize the fact
that the publie was suffering serlous Inconven-
lence ;for then the Boston and Maine Rail-
road wvas, as it sf111 is, one of the principal
arteries of eastern New England. The pre-
sident and directors of the company and flie
employees of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers were accordingly notifled'that tbe
board proposed to take a hand ln the business.
This it proceeded f0 do, and immediafe inves-
tigation was notified. Both parties appeared,
for, without confesslng ifself In the wrong.
neither party could help doing so, and professed
a perfect willlngosss to submit their cases. No
suggestion of a readiness to abide by any de-
cision that miglit be given thiereon was either
asked for or given ;but the board proceeded
to hear witnesses and to chocit the facts. The
loquiry was continued througb three days ;and,
eo fthe 2lst o! February, the report of tlic board
wvas made public, appearing In full la ahl the
newspapcrs of that date. Io it the commis-
sioners, afler carefully and judicially slftlng

ouf fthc essential facts from the evidence sub-
mitf cd, placed the responsibility for the trouble
wherc fthc welght of evidence showed if be-
longed ;and thereupon proceeded to make sucli
recommendations as In ifs judgment the exe-
gençies called for. Trhe effeot was Immediate.
An authentic record was before flic communitY,
and public opinion, crysfalllzing, made if self de-
cislvely feit. If is flot necessary to enter fur-
tber loto the hisfory and rnerits-tbe rights
and the wrongs-of that parficular struggle.
My objecf is merely to caîl attention to whuit
was then done, and done successfully, as consfi-
futing the oearest practical approacli con-
sistent with our American political and social
sysfem to wbaf Is known as 1 compulsory arbi-
trafloo.' If was compulsory inqulry only, and
an appeal thereon to flie reason and seose of
riglit of al conceroed. Rellaoce was placed in
an eolighfeoed sense of righf of ahl concerned,
and an iaformcd public opinion.

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. There wns no
power, 1 suppose f0 enfotrce the decision ?

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. None
whatever.

Mr. INGRAM. Only public opinion.

The POSTMASTER GENEItAL. Nothing
but public opinion. Neitlier party was will-
ing and nieither parfy consented. But the
board at flic riglit fime, at flic psychological
nmomnt, intervened, brouglif about an iii-
quiry, made recommendatIons, gave flin f0
flic public and flirew flic responsibulliy for
further trouble upon flic parfy wvho refused
Io act upon tiern.

31r. BRIOOK. Affer bofli parties were
linancially exhausted.

The POST-MASTER GENERAL. The hion.
gentleman (Mr. Brock) rnay have informa-
tion on thaf point, but I have none except
what appears here.

M.BORDEN (Hlalifax). 110w long bad
tlie strike contiauýed ?

The POSTMASTER GIENERAL. .The
strike began at fouro'clock on flic l2tli of
I"ebruary. Action was faken affer ' several
days' according f0 flic report. A strike lnst-
ing several days would hardly have ruined
Ille Boston and Maine Railway, onie of the
main railways of New England.

Mr. BROOK. I fliouglit fliclhon. gentle-
mn (Hon. Sir William Mulock) was speak-
ing 0f flic greaf coal strike in whicli flic
President o! flic United States lnfervened.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. No; I
was nof referrlng f0 that.

Mr. BROOK. I beg flic lion. gentleman's
p)ardon. H1e liad 'been speaking 0f Presîdent
Roosevelt -and I fiouglit lie was stIl refer-
ring f0 fliaf case.

The POSTMASTER GENEIAL,. 1 quite
understand flic lion. gentlemiln's (Mr.
Brock's) mistake.
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