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Guysborough (Mr. Fraser) he explained to 1!authorzed the Depu&y Ministerof Finance
me that lie was absent himself at the sec- use at once ten thousand dollars to meet the
ond meeting, and that at the third meetinglinniediate necessities of the helpless. I need
lie had not my letter. I therefore told Mr. not tell you how glad I will be to heartily
Fraser that I would be present the next pport the eares the government avetakien, and propose tot nel the present
meeting of the committee, and give th emergency.
and then the explanations which I amn Yours faithfully,
giving now. So that the whole story which
went through the press is absolutely with-TtoRLurier,

authorime Minister, Ottawa.

HULLL AND) OTT.,%V. _FLE. i T JC'liI'itare PtoIC î akLis ap-ý
roriatione tfen t)arliailent, and mey hou.

The 1PRIME MNSTR (Sir Wilfrid f'if, 1 hia-s a ne a froni -ls Exeefflency
Laurier ,. Mr. Speaker. when thle 1-buse 1 ie ("overiaor ('enerai.
adjoirnedmomediateneast.ciesiweassuofd 'hep .Ieed
el reumstances of ïa very distresshmg clîi' lt MNSEU0 IANE(r.Fea er A lage rt of ee of _IlUlio el l you h(honour to preseil t a hessa e

lrer part o the city of Ottaw were the govern en a
that mioment the prey of a îuiost disastrou~s as tollowVs
lire. which cntnudfor the cgreater p:rutMITO
of tlitnitaiknat.naddpmrpseettoetsuanrosetUl)h ps
thUe foiiowving morning, it wvas uipon a scelle The Governor Geneal transrits to the House

e mergn. pleetr etmts fs

of desola.tion and rmin. whlere. the' day lx equrdLo u erie'oteIomno
fore. haci been tholisaun(-4 ý-oiha,1p hoilesthte year eln Juie 30. 1900, and in accordance
:îlld prosperous industrie.s whichl were the w %i'Lhh te ! plzOvis "of the British North Ainerica
prîde of Otta-iwa. Trhe details w-hich we liad Ax t. 156î, the Qovernor General recommenâs
on that inorningy were of sucli a character these estiiates to the flouse of Conmmons.
th.-t wve carne to, the cont-lusion th:at the Governinent 1louse, MNay 1, 1900.
destruction which hlaci beeil calse(l by th,;S ý move thlat the, saJ(d m1esfsagre of us Excel-
nost calamitous lire was beyond the reach le to-ether wth te estiates. be re-

of private charity, thougli privat(_ e harity efIe. erCen nmittee of Suppiy forthwîvthi.
ivas abundant, early and speedy. We liad, a j oileC
report which hbas been since confirnied W cHArrm E% TUPPEI (CaWHLpe UPER.
te investigations that -ehaveha ino ir Wi a er

Ph erie Minister, Ottawa.a

t He subject, that over 2.000 familles have the iyef Hunl, adjoining Ottawa. is himost
eenrmadehopeless by ire.rndersan r and h

eircu Istances the Privy Council met and ten reatest possible pleasure in assuriii
aie to te conclusion tat. whan heou the G on. friendloo eartily 1 would

oent, private harity, abustdant as itunestae o pport te measure which tegovernment

aeIIter.alre tcprtthe ity f Hullaned ieSfasng$0,0tomt

ay this caarnity pariament and the counio t w otttin energeomentNthe pey ofamosdisastrou
frewould sustainus, if the groverimeiat atsNrtiiav oecurred lu sone zsections of Canada

ofe o heniht, and owhe hsurose upon -%

e o i o t su a eeoe.ut te great extent of this disaster,
etermined that very day toeask-parlîa ÎNt l fc

tng).ibhae cth(e hnur to zresenmeg

ment, at its next meeting. for an appropria-
tion of $100.000. W e instructed the Deputy
Minister of Finance, Mr. Courtney, whose
discretion and judguent are well known,
to immediately make au appropriation and
place at the disposal of the relief commit-
tee the sum of $10,000, part of the grant
which we propose to ask parliament to
make. On the afternoon of the same day I
thougbt it my duty to acquaint my hon.
friend the leader of the opposition (Sir
Charles Tupper). of our Intention. I wrote
acc'ordingly,. telling him what we had done.
and the amount which w-e proposed to ask
)arlianlcut to vote, and I have this reply
from hîii:

Ottawa, April 27, 1900.
Dear Sir Wilfrid Laurier,-I am very glad to

learn by your letter of to-day, that you propose
asking parliament for an appropriation of one
hundred thousand dollars, to assist those who
are suffering from the terrible calamity of
yesterday, and that in the meantime you have

of people who are being rendered houseless
and stripped of all their property, has made
this a very exceptional case. It must not
be forgotten also, that this fire has occurred
at the seat of government, which, of course,
makes the claim stronger fromi mnauy points
of view. than a similar disaster would pre-
sent in alnost any other section of the coun-
try. I am quite certain that the government
have not only correctly interpreted the opin-
ions of hon. members on both sides, but have
anticipated the feeling that pervades all
classes of the people of this country, in pro-
posing this appropriation at once, and also
in having taken power to deal with the un-
foreseen contingency. by antieipating a vote
of the House. The proposal commends Itself
to the hearty approval of the House, and, I
believe. will be thoroughly acceptable to. the
entire people of Canada.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE moved that
the House resolve itself Into Committee of
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