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I knovr that Mr. Vishinsky and his colleagues will be cynical
about this aspect of democracy . ;Their cynicism means only that they do
not believe it is possible to govern v:ith the freely expressed consent of
the people rrho are governed . Their ovm political nachinery exclu.des the
poSsibility of political opposition and provides no neans by which the
strains and tensions within .their society can find expression .

Under the system in the U .S .S .R. it is not possible for a man
to make his orrn decisions . He must accept rrhat is called the party
line, which means the decisions handed down by the dictators . It is
considered dangerous to the State if a man has an active conscience of
his ovm: such an individual conscience is considered a danger to the
rulers, because there is a state conscience . Similarly, personal moral
and political convictions are'considered dangerous, and a highly organ-
ized and pervasive state propaganda system seeks to substitute, for the
free rnind of nan, the pattepn of state-controlled thought .

The Soviet Delegates may not really know, therefore, what rre
are talking about when rre speak of government by negotiation and com-
promise, either domestically or in international affairs, since they
consider that force is an inevitable aspect of their government at home .
It is not surprising that they also accept the inevitability of confl.ict
in rrorld affairs . The point I am making is of great practical impor-
tance . Y7e believe that every problem which now troubles the world can
read3ly be settled . If hosrever, the leaders of the Soviet Union are
convinced that war must cone, and are teaching their people that tres
oust come, then our hopes are indeed illusions . If the rulers of the
U.S.S .R. could bring assurance to the peoples of the world on this
point, they would be doing more to strenghen peace than could be
acconplished by the signing of a dozen pacts .

Mr. Vishinsky says that he rrants peace . But he turns his
powers of vituperation - and I must admit that Lir . Vishinsky is very
good at vituperation - against all nations . who join together for col-
lective security against aggression . Mr. Vishinsky seened particularly
bitter about the North Atlantic Pact . This Pact anounts to a declara-
tion, by a group of peace-loving states9 that an attack on one will be
treated as an attack on all. It is .not aimed against any specific
country: it is aimed abainst any state tishich commits aggression . Mr .
Vishinsky's vituperation on this subject reninds me of the prdverb :

"The rricked flee when no man pursueth . "

I can assure Lir. Vishinsky that no one rho does not intend to con.~nit
4ggression, or rrho does not plan to dominate the territory and people
of other countries, need have any,fear of the North Atlantic Pact .

I i,ill tell Mr. Vishinsky just r,hat the North Atlantic Pact
does mer.n . Let me quote from a statenent delivered in the C:nadian
House of Cors .-sons, on LIarch 28 of this year, by Ltr . St . Laurent, my
Prime Minister :

"The purpose of the treaty is to preserve the peace of the
rrorld by r.aking it clear to any potential aggressor that, if
he rrere so unrrise as to embark on :rar he might very well
finish up in the condition in ti:hich the Kaiser found r.iLiself
after the first great rrrx . He might very ti:ell find himself
in the position in rrhich Hitler and Mussolini found the :aselves
e.fter the second terrible war . They rere not told in advance
s.hat they srould Lave to take on and overcone . I think it is
fair, both to ourselves and to any possible aggressors to tel l

/then . . . .


