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Develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS, other multilat-
eral organizations and MDBs to increase the capacity of civil society to
participate more fully in the inter-American system, as well as in the political,
economic and social development of their communities and countries,
fostering representativeness and facilitating the participation of all sectors of
society; and increase the institutional capacity of governments to receive,
absorb and act on civil society input and advocacy, particularly through the
use of information and communications technologies;

Promote participation of all minority groups in forging a stronger civil society;

Develop educational programs, in conjunction with relevant civil society
organizations, academic experts and others, as appropriate, to provide
democracy and human rights education and to promote the introduction of
books and educational materials that reflect the ethnic, cultural and religious
diversity of the Americas as part of primary and secondary school curricula;

6. Trade, Investment and Financial Stability
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Trade and Investment

Ensure negotiations of the FTAA Agreement are concluded no later than January 2005
and seek its entry into force as soon as possible thereafter but, in any case, no later
than December 2005, in conformity with the principles and objectives established in
the San Jose Ministerial Declaration, in particular the achievement of a balanced,
comprehensive agreement, consistent with WTO rules and disciplines, the results of
which will constitute a single undertaking embodying the rights and obligations, as
mutually agreed:

Ensure the transparency of the negotiating process, including through publi-
cation of the preliminary draft FTAA Agreement in the four official
languages as soon as possible and the dissemination of additional information
on the progress of negotiations;

Foster through their respective national dialogue mechanisms and through
appropriate FTAA mechanisms, a process of increasing and sustained
communication with civil society to ensure that it has a clear perception of
the development of the FTAA negotiating process; invite civil society to
continue to contribute to the FTAA process; and, to this end, develop a list
of options that could include dissemination programs in smaller economies,
which could be supported by the Tripartite Committee or other sources;

Ensure full participation of all our countries in the FTAA, taking into consid-
eration the differences in the levels of development and size of the economies
of the Hemisphere, in order to create opportunities for the full participation
of the smaller economies and to increase their level of development;
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