
Labour and Africa: The Way Ahead through Real Partnership

ePoverty anywhere Is a Danger to Prosperity everywhere"

These enduring words are taken from the Declaration of Philadeiphia, the International Labour
Organization's (ILO) cati for global action to end poverty, a oeil which came at the end of its
historic meeting in Philadeiphia in 1948. Canadian trade unionists participated in that
meeting, just as they had in the very founding of the ILO as a key element of the Peace
Conference in Versailles almost 100 years ago. No African trade unionists participated in the
Versatiles Conference, and few did in the Philadeiphia meeting. Since then, Africa's trade
unionists have grown in number and importance, and it is wNith pride that the Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC) looks back to its years of partnership with African counterparts, and with
determination that it looks ahead to utilizing this partnership in the struggle to ensure that
Africa's "Recovery" finally takes place. We are further determined that this Recovery
materializes flot just as a result of and vehicle for foreign financial investment but as a better
future for Africa's people.

We say llinalIy" 'lot beoeuse we think in ternis of achievirig a new status quo, we do not, but
because the recent history of Afica la replete with high-profile attempts to set the continent
on a new economic, and even social, footing. Conoentrating only on recent times, we have
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