according to the then still valid Constitution of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

All the separatists were basing their
demands for independence on a belief that ethnic
groups are entitled to sovereign states of their own
— an undemocratic, racist doctrine that led to
genocide, atrocities, and "ethnic cleansing.” None of
these assertions of independence should have been
treated as acceptable by the international
community. However, since no such line was drawn,
then there was little basis for rejecting any of the
separatist states, including Republika Srpska.

Having gained their independence, Croatia
and Bosnia-Herzegovina insisted, on the basis of the
“territorial integrity” principle, that their borders
must be unchangeable; that was what the fighting
~ was all about.!® The West, having recognized those
states, also accepted this principle, which normally
prevails in international relations. The Serbs inside
those breakaway republics, however, did not see this
principle as acceptable and some of the participants
in the conference (especially peace activists) agreed
with them. At the same time, almost all the
conference participants (except probably the
Serbian nationalists in the audience) regarded the
Serbian militias, especially in Bosnia, as
disproportionately responsible for military
aggression and especially for war crimes. That their
inital grievances may have been well-founded
certainly did not exonerate them from blame.

Some participants noted that the United
Natons abrogated its responsibility under the
Charter when it transferred its peacekeeping
operations in Bosnia over to the control of NATO.
This happened because the United Nations was
unable to act decisively because of the divisions
among its Western members. In his paper, Johan
Galtung argued in favor of the three simple
principles which he said had been upheld by
Secretary General Perez de Cuellar: (1) Don't
recognize any breakaway republic or region in
Yugoslavia before making absolutely sure that the
minority problem there has been solved. (2) Offer
"symmetric recognition” — not just recognizing
your favorite groups while denying recognition to
others. (3) Have a plan for Yugoslavia as a whole.
Galtung claims that secession was delayed until
Perez de Cuellar's term ended in December 1991.
The solution would have been much easier if the
West had followed Perez's principles.

10See Mihailo Crnobmja, The Yugosiav Drama,
second edition. (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-
Queens University Press, 1996) p. 182.
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