
according to the then stili valid Constitution of------------------ lM
Boia and Hlerzegovina.

AUl the separatists were basin g their
demnands for independence on a belief that ethnie
groups arce ntitled to sovereign states of their own eép
- an undcmocratic, racist doctrine that led to
genocide, atrocities, and "ethnic cleanuing.« None or mi g
these assertions of independence should have been
treated as acceptable by the international
coxnmunity. However, since no such line was drawn,
then there ws little basis for rejecting any of the
scparatist sataes, including Republilca Srpska.

Having gained their independence, Croatia
and Bosnia-Herzegovina insisted, on the buis of the
"territorial integriy 'principle, that their bordera
mnuat be unhageale; that na what the fighting
was ail about. 0 The West, having recognized those
sates, also accepted this principle, which normnally
prevails in international relations. The Serbs inside
those brealcaway republics, however, did not sec this
principle as acceptable and sorne of the participants
in the conference (especially peace actrnists) agreed
with thern. At the ame time, almost ail the
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