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ASBESTOS IN CANADA

Worl.d production of asbestos ixicrezised by
approxixnately 10 per cent during 1959 to
supply the ç1iversified market for this useful
mineral, The increase was largely a reflection
of an improvement that occurred iii the sales
of Canadia~n fibre, as cornsuming industries
resunec near-norma I purchapss he volume of

Cianadian shippients i 1959 was 1,042,253 ton~s,
21,000 tons below the record ou4tput of? 1955.
At $106,591,686, value reached a new peatç.

One of the chief developmencs of 1959 was
the decision by Canadian Johns-Manville Com-
pany, Ltd.. to convert the jeffrey mine
entirely to open-pit operation. In recent
year s, most ofthe ore taken from duis mine
hs been recovered by exten~sive hlock-caving

operat ioun underground.
Exploration of chrysotile occurrences waps

continued,,pat4ularly in New.found 1andan
Quebec.

Domesti,ç conumption 'of asbestos reiains
smail, alpiopt all product<ion beirng exprte to
wox>I4 markets. Ini valuie, exports to the Unte
States were equal to 50 per cent o~f all the
asbestos saleÇs made. )y Canadi.ar <pro4dsçers.
Canada~ imports its croidolite and pIpo43,e

j land. British Columia andp Yukon Territoy,
but in mçaay cases the ocrrences ar no of~
eonqonLc grade. Consequetly, product~ion i
restricted o British Columbia, OnFtro n
Quebec, the last contri. uting 95 per cent o
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the ei),ht-i in a series of studies carried out
under the Skîlled Manpo%er Training Research
Programme of the Federal Department of Labour-,
in co-operation withi other interested federal
and provincial departments, management and
uni~on organizatiois,

PRODUCTION INCREASE OFFSET

A sizeable iticreasé in productivity was
noted in the automobile ipdustry, but this
expansion was accompanied by a drop ini direct
prodtuction labour, as a proportion of total
emp loyment. from 83 per cent in 1948 to 73
per cent in 1958.

Indir'ect labour increased from 17 per cent
to 28per cent during the same period. Salaried
enmp4pysent in the automobile industry accounted
for a substantial iricrease ini employment dur-
ng the period, 1948-1958. 1Iere vas a fast rate
of growth ini manufcturing administration,

oigto the increased employment of people
engaged in producicon planning, scheduling,
qualit coeitrol, timne satudy, and inspection.

SKILL J.EVEL UP

TIhe geriera~l level of skill in these ini-
dustiîes'sems to have increased slightlyv as a
resudt of greater mechanization, owing t. ex-
pansion ini ejnployuiait in certain skilled
trades and a reduction in the nuimber of un-


