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III. GQQD IDEA 'OR BAD IDEA?

A. Overall

The majority of.-.focus grviap patticipants believed that -the free trade agreement was a

bad thing ' for Canada and C}uebee. This contrasts with. the results of .the` June

natian-w i de eelephatYe survey çonducted by Decirna, shawïng zhat 5296 of. Queber-ers th'ink

that Canada entering into a. frep trade agreement, with. the United States is A good idea,

while 4396 think,, it 1s a bsdïdea. Arrtong the focus.groiap participants, the "aver4Vhelrning

superiar;ty" of the United States was viewed as inhibiting fair negotiations betwe^en the

two 'countr.ies. There were also several individuals who believed that the Ua^. had a

"hiclden ag&da" behind their participation in the talk4-. Acomment •expressing this

sentiment was that`„Maybe we won't se^e the ' negative5 "right away because the U.S. will

present it as a, golden Opporttinity, but in the long run it will enable. thern to tAke our

cvuntry..over."

A rtYinority believed it would be a good thïng for Cartada as long as the., aOrgr,eeTne(It

reachéd was. 'equitable, and there existed â e form of overseeing body to ensure

adhérence to the accord and- to resolve disputes. An individual expressed-concerri over

the United Sta Cés' reTative. independence'from'dthef Énternatïonal adjud ïcative hvdies and

felt that it would have to be•an "iron--clad corïtractn in.order for the United Statés,to

respect its agreement at all times. Abusinesswomati and a policeman bélieved it wbuld

be good for Canada and Quebec, because it would bring jobs and new rnarkets for our

goods, and more econorn ic -growrth for Quebec and Canada.

The elements ôf a'%dod" deal for 'Canada werë seen to include the ïfollowïngt

v If the business community •(especially Quebtc- entreprenei3rs) felt it was a
good deal;

_0 If the value of the Canadian dollar was protected and did not suffer fr6i-n the
strong^ U.S. dollar;

If interest rates were stàbilized;

o If it was clear tha.C the bene fit4. and costs of a free trcLde agreement for both
cvut}tries. were equal;
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