CONVENTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL
SCIENCES.

The Governments of the American Republics, desiring to promote the
advancement of the agricultural sciences and related arts and sciences; and
wishing to give practical effect to the resolution approved by the Eighth
American Scientific Congress held in Washington in 1940, recommending the
establishment of an Inter-American Institute of Tropical Agriculture, have
agreed to conclude a Convention in order to recognize the permanent status
of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, hereinafter referred
to as “the Institute”, on the basis of the following Articles:

ARTICLE I

The Contracting States hereby recognize the permanent status of the
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, incorporated under the
laws of the District of Columbia, United States of America, on June 18, 1942;
and they agree to recognize the Institute as a legal entity in accordance with
their own legislation. The Institute shall have all the rights, benefits, assets,
lands and other property to which it was or may be entitled as a corporation,
and shall assume all the obligations and contracts for which it became
responsible as a corporation.

The executive headquarters of the Institute shall be located in Washing-
ton, D. C. The principal field headquarters of the Institute shall be located in
Turrialba, Costa Rica. Regional offices of the Institute may be maintained
throughout the American Republics.

ARTICLE II
Purposes

The purposes of the Institute are to encourage and advance the develop-
ment of agricultural sciences in the American Republics through research,
teaching and extension activities in the theory and practice of agriculture and
related arts and sciences.

In furtherance of these purposes the Institute may, subject to the laws of
the several countries, exercise the following powers: To develop, finance and
operate similar establishments and installations in one or more of the Ameri-
can Republics; to give assistance in the establishment and maintenance of
organizations having similar purposes in the said Republics; to purchase, sell,
lease, improve or operate any property in the American Republics, in accord-
ance with the purposes of the Institute; to collaborate with the Government of
any American Republic, or with any other organization or entity, and to give
assistance to the same; to receive contributions and donations of money or
property, both real and personal; to enter into and carry out contracts and
agreements; to raise or acquire and, in any manner, dispose of all agricultural




