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MaJoR MEXICAN FiLM THEATRE CHAINS

Chain Screens .
Organizacién Ramirez - 321
Compaiiia Operadora de Teatros - 135
~ Cinematogrdfia Estrellas de Oro 69
Intecine 40
Cadena Real 36
Guillermo Quezada 31
Temo Especidculos - 27
Empresa Fantasio 19
Grupo Empresas Casa 17
Other chains 346
Independents -393
Total 1434

Source: Cémara Nacional de la Industria Cinematogréfica y del Videograma {Canacme), National Chamber of the Film and Television

Industry, 1995,

The low number of screens relative to the population means that theatres in the
large cities are very busy. In Mexico City, the demand for tickets has remained

- steady in the face of substantial price increases. Ticket prices rose by two-thirds

relative to the minimum wage in 1994 alone, but they still average only about two
Canadian dollars. The city’s 211 theatres handled 28.2 million patrons in 1995, for
a total revenue of $335 million Mexican pesos. Cinemex has estimated that Mexico
City could support 500 screens and 60 million annual patrons. The modern
theatres are particularly busy, and this stimulates new theatre construction.
Cinemex plans to construct 140 multlplex rooms in Mexico over the next five years.
Cinemar#, which already has 42 screens in 4 complexes in 4 states, is building 12
new rooms at the Centro Nacional de las Artes, in the Federal District.

According to Canacine data, in 1994, Mexico’s 1,435 theatres fell into four

categories:

616 rooms showing new releases;

95 rooms showing cultural films;

B8 402 rodms showing second-run films; and

B 321 ifrcgular rooms.

OPPORTUNITIES IN MEXICO:
CULTURAL INDUSTRIES
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