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Timber Resources of British Columbia

Review of forest resources of province issued by Commission
of Conservation, Ottawa shows stand of timber smaller
than generally thought.—Arear of 135,855 square miles
should be permanently devoted to forest production.

C We are in receipt of the report of the Commission of
OnSeI’_Vation on the forests of British Columbia by Roland
. er1g, F. E. and H N Whitford, Ph. D., published by the
Mmisgion of Conservation, Ottawa. The publication treats

Vorlnprehensive the forest resources of the province in‘ a

terumﬁ of four hundred pages with valuable maps and in-

aut‘iftlng illustrations and reflects great cx;edlt both on the
Ors and the Commission of Conservation.

% hrough the co-operation of the Provineial and Domin-
Al OVernments, the timber owners, the Canadian Pacifie

Dletway and other interests, the auth'ors secured very com-

Wase fiqta on which to base the gstnna’tes. The _province

the divided into 66 district, or which separate estimates of

Stand were compiled.

be e fprest resources of the province are est.imated to

diti%pprommately 350 billion feet saw-material with an ad-

th Bal 16 billion feet suitable only for pulp. In addition to
€Stimate of the stand, the report describes the effects of

: ¢ Imate, soil and topography on the_forests, and outlines

& hVarlous systems of tenure unde_r which the forst resoure-
1 thave been alienated. Interesting chapters are devoted

€ description and distribution of the various species of
€8 and to the injuries done by insects.

‘UlileThe totfal land area of the province is 35,.5,855_ square
ables’ of which approximately 200,000 square miles is incap-

145 OOOf producing forests of commercial value. About

) ﬁn(f 0 square miles lie above the merchqntab‘le timber-line,

is .00 55000 square miles below the timber-line the soil

pletely destroyed by fire that there is no hope of natural re-
establishment of forest conditions for centuries.

Of the remaining 155,855 square miles, which is capable
of producing forests, only about 28,000 square miles—less
than one-fifth—carries sufficient timber to be classified as
statutory timberland. In the interior of the province, there
are areas of forest land, aggregating 23,800 square miles,
which, though not reaching this standard, carry between
1,000 board feet and 5,000 board feet per acre, part of which
may be utilized. Only very meagre data have been obtained,
as yet, as to the area of land which can be used for agri-
cultural purposes. The forest land classification indicates
that somewhat over 5,000 square miles is grass land or very
open forest, some of which is suitable for cultivation, but
the greater proportion is of value only for grazing. In ad-
dition, there is, perhaps, from 12,000 to 15,000 square miles,
cleared or under forest, which is more valuable for agricul-
ture than for forest production. Deducting this potential
agricultural land, say 20,000 square miles, from the total
capable of producing commercial timber, there is 135,855
square miles of absolute forest land which should be devoted
permanently to forest produection.

The timber on about 100,000 square miles, or two-thirds
of the original forest land, has been totally destroyed by fire,
and on over half of the remaining 55,855 square miles the
timber has been seriously damaged. 1t is estimated that the
province has lost, through forest fires, at least 655 billion
feet board measure. As the present total stand of saw-
material in the whole Dominion probably does not greatly
exceed this amount, the seriousness of this loss, due very
largely to public carelessness, is apparent.

The following table indicates the composition of the

l .
® Cither 5, rocky or wet, or the forests have been so com- present stand of saw-material:
Coast Interior Total
Species Million Million Million
Feet Per Feet Per Feet Per
Board Board Board

ost Measure Cent Measure Cent Measure Cent
I)()u red SR e sl 59,000 274 18,019 13.2 77,019 22.1
gpmglas IR SR e ) 64,000 29.4 12,573 9.2 76,673 21.8
Westee R e R 14,000 61 58,375 42.8 12,375 20.6
Baly,: Wetloek: ... .o 52,000 24.6 12,164 8.9 64,164 18.3
i RO R 19,000 9.2 13,838 10.2 32,838 - 9.5
wegepole TR E YRS 20 i1 12,130 8.9 12,150 3.5
Y‘en ellow PRt e e el e G ot ) 4,208 3.1 4,208 1.2
B woress 3,700 L e gl e 3,700 11
Whitern .Larch __________________________________________ 3,152 2.3 3’152 9
Bl&e]f IS e 1,100 5 1,617 1.2 i g .8
Cottonwood .................. 400 2 272 2 672 2
213,220 100.0 136,348 100.0 349 568 100.0

i
(2%1}11"31“(188 Sitka Spruce, Engelmann Spruce, White Spruce and Black Spruce.

cludes Alpine Fir, Lowland Fir and Amabilis Fir.

D&De?f the species used in the manufacture of pulp and
170 bin(_h&mlock, balsam, spruce and cottonwood), there is
Duly, 1on feet, which is equivalent to 243 million cords of
Elti‘liinood' This may be increased to 250 million cords by
ing 8 Smaller tmber. As the supply of pulpwood is becom-
lmportvery serious matter in eastern North America, it is
Obtainant- to know that so considerable a supply may be
ed in British Columbia.

has averaged only 1,250 million board feet. With a stand
of 350,000 million board feet of timber of economical size,
and with over 100,000 square miles of land on which young
forests are established and which, if protected, should pro-
duce from 5,000 million to 7,000 million board feet per
annum, it will be seen that the forest resources of British
Columbia can, under conservative exploitation, supply at.
least five times the present cut without seriously depleting

w last five years the total cut in the province the capital stock.

betw‘:e close working arrangement has been entered into APPOINTMENT OF NEW DOMINION TAX INSPECTOR

‘I!‘hm‘ o the London County Westminster and Parr’s Bank,
an

bﬁnkf_e

» and the Royal Bank of Canada, whereby an inter-
of facilities is provided for the customers of both

Mr. C. H. Glendenning has been appointed to succeed
Mr. A. G. McCandless as Dominion Inspector of Taxation
for British Columbia and the Yukon. Mr. Glendenning
was assistant to Mr, McCandless.



