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dearly love(1 Florence, nineteen years
wvbicl saw onle hope after anotlier of

salvation for bis country dashed to
the grouind, as lie thouglit lie recog-
nizeci in some fanions warrior or sov-
ereign, the expected deliverer of It-

aly and tinie after tinme fouuid biis ex-

pectatiolis vain, lie lias tol(l us liow
bitter tbose years were, 'exul ini-

mieritus,' an exile witliout cause, lie

1 )atlietically cails Iimiiself, and lis ex-

ile ended only witb biis deatli in 1321.

1-le neyer saw Florence again. I lit-

tcr vears Mbicli tried lils brave bieart

to the utterinost, but to tbose years \VC

owe tbe Divinia Commedia, tlie noblest
work ever written, a work whicli to-
day is as vivid and real, as full of
grandeur and trutli, as full of beauity
ami pathos as it was six hundreci
years ago. 1 liardly know wliere to

begin ini speaking.of it. Inito it Dante
put biis very soull. Tbe drealfl
scenes were true and living to hinii,
tbey bad left tbeir trace on bis worln
and niielancbioly face--"Eccovi l'ilo-

no clle é stato niell'inifernio,' said tlie

p)eop)le as tbey looked at linî. This
is tlie nman wbio bias been in 1-eli.''
I low strong nuist have 1)een bis faitli
ývhbo coul(l believe thrirtugli ail in the

love of God, cotild believe that Love
lia(l fornied even tbe place of pull-
islbnient and despair.

D)ante binmself tells us about the plan
of tlie Divina Comimedia in a letter tû
Can Grande, by most autborities con-
si(lered autlientic. "Let us consîder,"
lie says, "thie subject of tliis work ac-
cording to tlie letter first, and tben
according to the allegorical mieaning.
Tl'Ie subjeet of the wliole work tlien,
taken lîterally, is the. state of souls
'after death, as a matter of fact, for
the action of the wbole work is about

this. But if the work be taken aile-
gorîcally its subjeet is Man, in so far
as by mern t or dernerit in the exercise
of free will lie is exposed to the re-
warcls or punisliment of justice."~
For lack of space I mnust pass very
briefly over àie subject-miatter of thie
poemn, and proceed to give some ex-

planation of Dante's conception of tbe
universe, wbicb i 1perbdps can (10 witbi
the lielp of the acconîpanying cbarts.
Ii Dl)ate's (lay the Pythagorean sys-
teni of astronoiny xvas stili univcrsally
reccived, xviich mlakes tbe eartb the

centre of tlie' universe, rouind wbichi
tbe suin revolvcd, and this accounited
for the apparent inovement of the ce-
lestial bodies. The lower hernisphere,
Dante supposed, acording to the conî-
mon belief of bis day, was uninhabit-
able, and save for the Mount of Purg-
atory, nothing but a wild waste of wa-
ters, and be miakes Ulysses lose bis
life in bis bold attempt to venture up-

on its deptbs. ln the centre of the
habitable eartb, tliat is the uipper bemr-
ispliere, jertisalem was placed, accord-
ing to tlie Scripture, "I bave placed
thec in thie midst of thec eartl." Here
fell Lucifer for bis pride, and displac-
ed buge niasses of eartb as he fell,
whicb, forced before im, rose up on
the otlier sie of tbe cartli, as the
MVount of Purgatory, Lucifer himisclf
bcing fixed by the laws of gravity, in
the central point of the eartb. The
vast chasmi left bebind bim becanme
the Pit of HIel. I-lere thc impenitent
wicked are punisbed by suiffcring
suited to their crimes, while in thie
Mount of Purgatory those sinners
wbo died repentant siffer the purify-
ing punisbm 'ent wliicli prepares theni
for tbeir efftrance to tbe Earthly Par-
adise, at the top of the Mount, which


