
MASSEY'S ILLUSTIRATED.

S I! the boy there, though but lire years old and
not lcnowing a dash f(rom a dot, stands upon the coiu-

~J pany's pay.roll as Telegraph Operator, at 1f ft> dollars
Fer nîonth. < How did it coule about?'i you ask. Just walt
a few moments until my relief cornes, and asw~e walk ta the
hanse for supper, 1 will give you the stor>'."

The speaker was an old scîmoal fricnd of mine, whom I had
bUnted up after a long absence f reim ny native oit>', and found
hîîsilY employed in the Train I)espateher's office of the - -
Railroad, as chief operator. (Jpon hie telegraph instruments
rcsted the cabinet photograph of a little boy, and nîy remnark.
îng upon the sinart appearance of the little fcllow elloited tho
ahiova reply.

IlNot Mueh time for conversation here," contlIuucd My
fricnd, as if ln apology for not commencig at once, Il<what
with ordinary messages, train reports, aîîd the aIl-important
tore, we are kept pretty busy; the bours are short though,

and, b>' the way, herc camnes my relief îîaw."
Bore followed an Introduction ta the relief, a pleasant-

looking young man o! twenty-one or two, whose dutv it was
ta remain ail night at the post in>' frieîîd %vas just vacating,
to wvhoin was given soine general inforîmationi as ta bow the
trains were running upon bis division, and what orders; had
been Issued; and thoni, witit a pleasant good-night, wc wero
off.

'<Now, for the story l contlinucd my frlend as wve eînerged
u'Pen the street, and turned our &teps towards hie honle.

IlOne year ago 1 was discharged froni the ver>' position 1
now hold, for havlng, as- ias charged, caused the wreck of

tw~o freiight trains at C-, a snîall Station uponI Our line
)about thirty miles east of here.

IlYou must knowv that aIl regular trains upon our road are
run upon sehedule timec, or, in other word8, upon that laid
down in the time-tables of the company. But extras of any
sort, or regular trains when off their schedule Uinie, Muet lbe
helped along by telegraphlc orders, issued h3', or iii the naine
of, the train dispatcher. This, upoii a single track road, car-
rying se inuch traffie as ours, is constantly'occurring.

"<As 1 might weary you by detalls,'if I entercd !ite tao
Minute an oxplanation of how this la done, 1 vil]. give you tho
systein in as few %words as possible.

«For an example: wve wvill say the regular crossing-point for
No. 34 going west, and No. 35 going east i8 B-. Now, a&l
trains are reparted by tclegraph froin each station as they
pass. Wce are on the lookout for these reports, and before us
is the train sheef upon which must bo notcd the time of de-
parture of cach train front any station. Thus %ve ec tell, at
a glance, the position cf ever>' train upon the road. We %vil
say- these reports show No. 35, going eat, to he tbîrty minutes
]nt.,. Silice No. 34 wculd bo obliged ta wait at the usual
crossing point for the iaggard, %ve give it an order to proceed
to C-, ton miles beyond, and cross No. 35 there, thus
koeping it on time wYhile causing- no further delay to the de-
linquent. 0f course it is necessary ta notif>' both trains of
the change in crossing points, and right boe le wbere my
trouble oecurred.

Iloilo day, Sitting at Miy instruments, busily employed as
you saw nie a fow moments ago, I dlscovered that freight No.
102 was lasing tinie. Soon it was tlîirty minutes behînd, and
wlshing to help along frcight No. 65, whieh u8sually crossed at
B-, 1 concladed to push it along to C- for a erossing.
Accarding>' 1 called up D-, the next station beyond the
usual crossing point, and upon receiviiîg the response ivent
ahlead with this order:

'To Céndcuctor and Esq sr .6.5
<You %vill proceed to C- and cross No. 102 there.

I(Signed) lianns, Dispatcher.
«The next move was to protect thein ln thus passing their

usual crossing point, by givlng the sanie order ta No. 102 at
A--

«Calling up, A-, 1 said iii the cipher used on such ocas-
ions : 114tfor No. 102,' wvhich mneans, <Put out bitue signal ta
hold No. 102.' This blue signal, a flag by day and a lanterni
by night, conspicuously di8played in front of a station, meas
teleégraphic arders, and b>' this signal no train is allowcd ta
pass. Instantly came back the reply froni the operator at
A-, 15 for 102.'

IlNow, ever>' operator's duty is to put out the signal before
replying with 15, which means:- <bine signal is displayed and
will hold the train.' You se the use of the cipher figures is
a great saving 0f timo and space. The most iiporative orders
aro issued, and the utnxost care taken in moving trains by
tclegraph; and ta answer with 15 before the signal le dis-
played, le contrary ta aIl MuOI as in dol ng so there ls a chance

' l'O lobhs, Dispa1cIu:r
'We understand wo are to proceed to C-, and cross No.

102 therc.
<(Signed) BaUdS, Conductor, 1 No. 65.2

COSTAR, Engfincer, 1
"lTo this I promptiy gave 0. K., and they were dispatchied.

As No. 102 had not arrived at A-, and noe reply could be
recelved froni theui until conduetor and engineer liad signed
the ordor, whlch, of course, the biue f iag wvould notify them
was there, 1 tnrned mj- attention to othor duties, and tbought
no more of that crossing, until somte tie alter, it oecurred
to me that No. 102 was slow about rcplying.

IlSo calling the operator at A-, 1 asked: « las No. 102
arrive'J?'

"Arriv'ed and gone,' was the reply.
"< Gone without receiving the orders I gav'e you? imipos-

sible! Did you not displayitheblue flag?'
<" No!l' %vas the reply. 'HIaving received no orders te do

80, 1 did not.'
"The operator at A- wvas cornparatively a new man, a

nephcw of an Influential member of our Board of Directors,
through whoin hie had obtained his position, and through
whose influence 1 was soan ta lose mine. His delliberato
falsehood astoundeci me, as %vell it might, for allowing the
train to proceed without the orders meant for them ta run by
0- and endeavor to rcach their tisuial stopping place at
B-, as soon as possible, to save deiay to 6.5, which was
rushing along cxpeeting to reach themn at; C-. The resuit
mulstbe a olision.

"The thought drove nie nearly franitie. Furtbcr question-
ing only rcsulted in furtiier denial frein the operator of hav-
ing receivcd any orders te hold the train, which he aceused
me of having failed to send.

«"'Wîth fast-heating heart, and a terrible faintness upon me,
1 dropped my heud upon the Instrumente and prayed for the
poor follows upon the trains. How Marly of thoin would sur-
vive tlie wrcck, whlch now it was impassible to prevent, for
between the tvo trains rushing toward each other so swlftly,
no operator %vas on duty with husiiy clicking instruments to

warn thlera of their fate.
'Noticing my actions the dispatcher eagerly inquired the

trouble. I could nat reply in words, but noticing my instru-
ment calling, I grasped A pen, and wvith ny trembling fingers
copied this message, wvhich relievcd iny mind of the heaviest
load Ihave ever linowyn. It was addressed to the supcrintend.
ent f rom the conductor of No. 65 and rail thus:

Il'<Freights Nos. 05 and 102 met in head collision oite mile
east of C-, speed of fitteen miles per hieur. Crewvs of
both trains escaped uniîîjured. Fitteen cars deraîled, lire of
tbemn wreckcd coînpletcly, badly blocking the main lino.
Will report in persan b>' tiret train,'

"'My greatest fear had been that loss 0f llfe wvould result.
Now that was past. 1 was ready to explain.

"As is usuatl n such cases, ail the participant8 in the aflair
wyere callcd before tho superintendent. Each inan told fis
story. Thie operator at A- firmly adhered to his faloehood


