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TOPICS 0F THIE WEEK.

Ti.wbole poiicy of Great Britalît is opposed Vo aggreýssive waî'; aîîd

in aiiy otb,'r war th, people of (2axtada, wili be reaîltIY Vo take tiieir shiare of

th"i rsslponsiblity anîd te cost "-wllen Sir Joh oNltt cdloiitîl salul titis tie

Wr in te Soudant liad alrî'ady conîmnîced, and1 waS tiierefore ctivt'ret bY

the wortis cbaracteriziîtg British wars lis agressive. It is ituit upui a

litcltion of this kiîîd tat any practi2ai ruitu for otîr coiîdtct oi t Vis

luOInenrtous qulestion cat lie i)ased. WViat coîîstitiiti's atit a

The first blJow or the originîal provocationi 1 'îVi the' Criiîeai \Var agg-

Siviî 1 NVas the war witb tue Sepoys 1 Waas te war iii Afglmaîi-stait,

Which wu coîîînîenced i)y Lord Beaconsfielti for te purpose Of st'ýcliriiig a

P"'IlltitiC frontier, anti wbici, 11ke the war in te Soudant, nîlust appareittlY

lie h(telîl VoC hCOvered by te words of Sir John Macdonaltd î Intternattiontal

111toraiity lias iio fair advanced silice thei days of Seîmnaclierib or Tiniur tiat

everY governime 9 t at tbe presenit tinte would disavow aggrsif, ;adi

would 1be inipossible for te Prime Minister of Caîtada Vo (leclare the

1neilGoveriîment guiity of titat whicli it disavowt't. Wahtat war iis
aggregsive, wlîat defensive, it s imosil Vo tleterinie. Nee't is the

O1lY practical criterion, and at tiis iiioinenit Eîîgland is a1 îparentiy in

liletl But ail titis is liVtle better thaut idle Valk. Suppose' thte Motmer

U'OUlitry were Vo be assaiied iîy a ntanifest agrt'55r, suppose lier to 1w
actUliy tbreatened witli invasionî, wbaV force ntilitary or naval wouild

Canwj4a he able Vo send Vo ber assistance Î Eîîgiard lias bieit toid titat we

have an arîny of forty tbousand mten, that we bave an aruly of four htundrud

tbousand htuen, nay tb:îV our whole population is orgautized on a îniiitary

footing and ready Vo spriîîg Vo arîns. Lord Dufferin was allowed Vo traits-

rait a forinai ofier of ten thîousand meîîn, Vo wlticli notltiiîgý corresponde
1

but'a scroll of naines. Oui each of titese occasions there was a hurst of

jubilant gratitude from the Britisht Press, and ait impulse was "iv'en Vo art

anmlitious and dangerous poiicy. Twelve days of drill are îîothing, nlor

'ould it be worth wbile for sncb a consideratioîî Vo carry a Caîtadiami

titilitiamait across te Atlanîtic. The reason3 for noV undertakitig Vo

cOntribute Vo British wars are perfectly intelligible and it is îîot surprisiilg

that they shouid previl, though the refusai is totally fatal, not only to

any formai pro.ject of linperial Federation, but to the theory of a l.Jnitedý(

Empire. Only let us look facts iii the face, suit our professions Vo the

facts, and if we caîtuot give real atssistanceý Vo the Mother Country at lier

nîej 4 at least~ abstaiîi froi iurin- lier lîy liglit promises into a policy

wliieli miay pi-ove lier ruin.

TOîîî:îANîî: y 111oonliglIt lias lieen denouniceil ly a priest in Quebec.

lie (lots iot propose to legislate against tobogganîng, aîid in warîîing bis

flock against axiytiîîg wlîich i bis opinion leads to iminorality, he is simply

îloiig bis clerje:d tiuty. The ecoiesiasties in Quebec wield the spiritual

sword with vigour ; tiiey forbid waitxîng, anti their prohibition is itot inef-

fectuai. Tiey keep a tiglit band, too, oit the theatro. A bishop thunders

agates t O)pera Boufl', e:îiiing it the' Vestibule of 1 [vIl, wvlereiîi, perhaps,

thouli bis phrase is somewliat D anîtesque, lie is not very far froin tdie

trîîtl. Q,îelec, like New England a i eligiousi coiony, lias reînainied a

Vleocrto, whiie New Eîiglaîid lias lost that character. A fuîll nieasître of

praise 1,s due to the clergy for their fearless and conscieittious efforts Vo

iiiatke titeir coiîgregatitioits moral; lieor are tiîey unsiuccesýsful ; fromn iminior-

ality of (lie sensuai kiitd at latt the pîotuiî of Queiîec are reinarkabiy froc.

Ytt thli resuit of ecciesia,,tical disciplinie adininistered Vlîrough the couîfes-

mioîiai 'ait, at best, lîardiy lie auiytiiîg but a 1>arittguay. 'rako those sbeep

otît of the foid iii wiiich they are so pa[teriîlily teîided, aîtd thoy wiii show

but little power of self-'onîtrol. Even witliin the fold, if tbey over revoit

agatit st the crook, tiîeii' dlo%ýiwwrd course is apt tî lho as precipitato as titat

of a tb"a

Mil. t LV~iA scaretr ais Presidlent lias opened lîappily hy tite appoint-

iient of Mr. B1ayard co the Secretarysiîip of State. Mr. Bayard 18 itot a

(liiagogu(, but at patriot, a iman of boîtotr anîd a gentlemant. Whiie

Foreigît Aflairs art in bis bîands we îieed fetir noe Ostend Manifestoes, 11o

filibustvring tir lîlusteriing oif ayîy kiitd. lie will no doubt uphobi the

rigbts auid the honour of lus4 country tiritily aiid witlî dignity, as hoe woultl

ujîliolt ]lis tiwi ; lait lhe wii tot try to make capital lîy anl overlieariiig

deiieatiour tor inisuli ing iaitguîîge towartls foreign governiueîîtsi. Sucit at

leas4t is tIti prtomîisîe of bis wboie ca r'er. lte Uniited States are t'ic great

powvir of tii cotintiiî ; it witîild bo ahîsurd to ignore tlt(ir positioni or Vo

supipose tîtat they wil i tllow ti, pîiweýr8 of the Oli World to iiterfeî'c witlî

tîtemî ii thle liil tof t lie ir I g imtti il uelice. Thli i(iea timat thîe coin-

Illutities of titis hoiteiipbtiie are colonial, that Vbiey beloiig Vo a grade

iîîferioý tt) that tif liati(iiis, ititi are uiider the patroitago aid itl î.iî't to the

iîtterîineîtliig of comiîtttinities the raîik tif wluicli is establislted, lias ceascul

to agreo witii facts liîd wvill have Vo lue tinally abandouted. Biut wtt îiay

lie sure tbat wlîile lus goverrieit is treated with respect anti justice, Mr.

Bayartd wiii trtat ail otiier governiîieits iii tic saine Spirit. \Vitl the

Fisheries Qý,uestioli iii prospect Caniadt înay tltitk buerseif fortunate iii

.Mr. <Jieveiaiîds tirst appoitîtitti't.

Tîîv. union cf the ijonservatives witli tue Parnellites un tic Vote of

C'ensure wvas noV ta fortuitous conceilrse, cf atoîns 1Vi was a comîbittatioîî for

whicli the mtore vitolenit of tue (Jonservatîves blave long beonit îanueuvc'ring

witlî the coijîivance cf titeir leaders. A tIag lias been rcýpcatediy waved

Vo te Parîîeiiitts fron te Tory lienches. Suchi a coalition, it mnty safely

lit' sai(l, liad itot before been seen. Titat of Fox and North, on wiîiclî the'

viti of htistoric wratii hale been poured, was in reality nîuch, less pro-

fligate. Fox anîd North iîad been opposed Vo each. other on te tquestion

cf te Ainerican War, and tliir opposition hall become persoial. eîtînity,

at, Ieast oit the sie of Fox~ ; for North's lyrnplîatic nature tvas scarcely

capable of amiiiiosity l'but te Ainerican WVar was over, aiîd personal

eýiîîiiity, however bitter, xnay always be laid aside witbout <lishtonour. At

te tiiiî of te coalition no question of principie separated the Vwo mien.

The Parîtellites arc avowed enemnies of the realm ; they are in league witlî

a foreign orgaiîization wii lias twice invaded tlîe Quecn's domnions

and, as bas heen already said, they openly sympathize with te MLelîdi iii

te war whichi it is the ostensible olîject of the G'onservatives Vo prosecute


