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per cent, is borne equally by the lahorer
who manufactures and the laborer who
farms, mines, lumbers or those engaged in
the fisheries, in proportion to his powers of
production : the capital engaged in pro-
duction and mwanufactwing also bears its
proportion. Now to show how it bears on
this great Western couniry : Manitoba pro-
duced last year sixteen million bushels of
wheat, for which we received forty cents

a bushel for our surplus exported
that amounts in the aggregate to
$6,400,000.00, add two million for

cattle and coarse grains, and our popu-
lation of 160,000 has a purchasing power of
$8,400,000.00 which we exchange for a like
amount of the necessaries of life, which are
reduced in value to us by the protective
tax, or $2,100,000.00. It is easy to see
how we are impoverished, our purchasing
power is reduced by $2,100,000.00 on a
total output of $8,400,000.00, which value
is regulated by the competition of the
world’s markets, Under free trade or free
competition in our purchasing power we
should have $2,100,000.00 more capital to
work with. How much easier it would ke
for us to contribute ten per cent. or $800,-
000.00, which the revenue calls for, in con-
requence of the increased wealth accumulat-
ed by our increased working capital. Apply
that principle all over Canada, and it is
casy to see how the wealth of the Canadian
people would be increased through the in-
creage of their purchasing power and a con-
cequent increase in their employment, and
how the producing power of the people is
reduced by the withdrawal of such a large
proportion of their working capital under
protective taxation, while limiting the sell-
ing power of their manufacturing popula-
tion to the rertricted area of five millions
people in consequence of their increased
cost of product, -limiting their export, and
in consequence limiting their demand for
employment. We should like to present
the frec trade argument to the member for
East York as a stimulus for the growth of
the city of Toronto, acity we are all proud
of. That is, to exchange the protected and
limited markets of Canada for the extended
markets of the world in orcer to provide
permanent and profitable employment fcr
cur manufacturing population. We see it
stated in the cable despatches that Eng-
land is feeling the competition of the United
States in sgricultural machinery ; that is
an evidence that there is a demand for agri-
cultural machinery there, and that it can
be reached if the manufecturers are cheap
enough. Why don’t we hear that England
ia feeling the competition of Carada? Be-
cause Canada csnnot manufacture cheaply
enough to reach this matter in sufficient
quantities to make her competition felt, in
conscquence of the protective prices our
manufacturers have to pay for their material
for manufacturing. The policy of the
United States under the McKinley Bill was
to give a rebate on the material used in the
manufacture of agricultural implements ex-
ported. This is a bonus to the exporter
which the peopleat large have to pay. The
Government of the United States having
realized that such is the case, and that the
effect is to enable their manufacturers to
sell more cheaply abroad than they sell to
their customers at home, the Wilson Bill
proposes bo relieve their people from this
anomaly by throwing the market for agri-
cultural machinery open to the world.
Ruppose we were to apply the principles of
free trade to the manufacture of agricultural
implements in Canada, namely, that we re-
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move taxation from all articles required in
the manufacture of agricultural imple-
ments. We tken have the resources of the
United States, Canada aud Great Britain
open to the manufacturer free of any taxa-
tion. We have the same transportation
facilities, the same skilled labour and the
game capital to enable us to compete.  Our
manufacturers will not only have the bene-
fit of the rebate on export that the manu-
facturers of the United States possess,
but we will have the benefit of a re-
bate of all duties permeating the
whole of our industrial life, which is ex-
tended to the manufacturers in the United
States only upon exports and upon those
articles which enter directly into their
manufacture, and no section of our people
would thus be burdened by taxation for the
purpose of encouraging their export. We
should like the member for East York to
explain why the manufacturers of the city
of Toronto, with.free coal, free coal oil,
iron, nuts and bolts, bar iron machinery,
etc., and the taxation incidental to the
necessities of labour, could not compete
successfully not only in the British market,
but in their own home market, with the
manufacturers of the United States. They
would no doubt have to get a hustle on, but
not nearly such a hustle as we have to get
on when the chattel mortgage comes
due, There is this further point in the
favour of our manufacturers, that while the
British market is free to United States
labour, the market of the United States is
closed to British labour. If the markets
of Canada are open to the British labourer
on their principles of free trade, will not the
eventual exchange very largely favour our
powers of competition with the manufac-
turers of the United States and transfer to
the city of Toronto a portion of the indus-
try now engaged in supplying the markets
of Great Britain and other foreign markets
from their factories. Place the markets of
thirty-eight million people in the United
Kingdom beside the markets of five million
people in Canada, impoverished as they are
by high taxation, will not the agricultural
machine trade quadruple its output? Will
not the domestic trade centring in the city
of Toronto be greatly increased thereby to
the advantage of the rural constituents of
the member for East York 1

Will not the agricultural development
of Canada expand by the removal of taxa-
tion from its industrial life? Will not the
advertising columns of the Toronto World
be filled with adveitisements from the
United States and (reat Britain in the
efforts of advertisers to sell their wares in
this new open market? Ah, but we hear
the member for East York raise the old
bugbesr of the slaughter market. We will
admit that under a revenue tariff of fifteen
or seventeen and a half per cent. the slaugh-
ter market had some foundation, because
fifteen per cent. taxation upon the neces-
garies of life was a tax of fifteen per cent.
on the power of our industrial population
to compete at home and abroad. But the
removal of all taxation on industrial em-
ployment presents an entirely different fea-
ture in our powers of competition which
has never yet been tried in Canada, but if
tried, it will be found to te a new depar-
ture in our commercial life fraught with im-
mense possibilities,

Before concluding our article, we will
note one item of our necessities, to show
that the impoverishment of our farmers by a
twenty-five per cent. addition to the cost of
their necessities is not over-stated. We bave
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