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$le .04ribtiosand letters on mnatte
144P4"'to teedioial departne,, ato uld be

100e*adÉ the 9ditoe, aend not io any personI
be-SuPposd to be connecteci witt ithe

CURRNT TOPICS.

reor io Engineer Keating
48n t*AidEClearing up. vhat hae long
Ilotol zystryin confection with the To-

VWe ed WorkS. Believing, as vo
Point e adgood reaqon ta do, that the

theo b n eOf aur lwtter syetem, before
%% gen 4'Of st vinter, vas located
b4< 14r ghtY fluet belaw the Surface of

1 #, it W"8 always a puzzling question
t jld WhY after every Storm the

ÎrtI f Our tape shauld give us water
Qry '%dr Witt th an unsightly and unsav.

111161 treOf mud and Sand, The En-
Wi2lb a st5telnent that there jn no rsaon ta

el tht h conduit sOuth of the Island
iItt4 o nected vith the deep vater
of eadtll$t oonsequentlythat portion

th d'tl.ling fluid Whicb did net leak into
nit 1ro58 tlie Bay vau taken into let

"O' utalde th- Island at a depth
1%4 e4c0 thau tventY foot, vhero the

*«'<tatO the bottom by evory

gale, throws a flood of light upon the sub-
ject. The now hope bogotten by the dis.
covery allays aur indignation. It may be
that vo are naL nov getting any cansider-
able infusion ai the contents af the Bay, aud
that once the confection in roally made with
an intako at a proper distance frami the
Island and at a proper dopth, we may enter
upon an era of camparatively pure water.
The Engineer viii, we are sure, lose no time
in making the caunection, and making good
bis dlaim tu aur lasting gratitude.

Tue setting spart af 1,300 Square miles
af woad and vator at Algonquin au a Pro-
vincial park muet commend iteoif to aIl
thoughtful minds as a vise polioy. ga far
as ve a-e able ta j udge, the location in veil
chosen. The district je eaid tu oomprWs a
large part of the waterahed vhicb cantains
the Sources of many of the rivers and
etreams fliving bath into the Ottawa River
and into the Georgian Bay. Tue impor-
tance of proserving the forese about the
boad vaters af the rivera a id straams upn
vhich tho fertility af large Sections af the
Province depende cainot eaeily -be over-
estimated. The pret lvation irom the ex-
termination vith vbich they ara th-eatened,
of many apecies of birds, fisb, and fur-bear-
ing and othor animais ; aiea of useful an sd
ornamental trees and lebrube, sud of rare
vild plants and floyers, is a etrang reom-
mendation of the project. Nor is the effeot
vbich a large foreet has in modifying the
climate ai the surraunding region tu bo
overiooked. The * ettiere in many parta af
Ontarioansd ather Canadien provinces are
every day exporiencing -ot their coat the un-
visdom of the practice af forent extermina-
tion vhich vas fallowed by the early settiers,
many af vham, au vo bave beard au aid
pioneer deolare, had eudurod Su much Laul
and hardship in clearing their -farmes that
they came almoat tu look upon a forent tree
as a pereonal enemy, ta be deetroyed by the
quickest aud moat effective procees aval-
able.

The Nov York Nation calle in question
the propriety ai ex-Secretary Traoy'e course
in discussing the Bebring Boa question in
the North American Reviev vhile the case,
enbmitted by the C %binet ai vhich hie vas a
membor, in bolore a tribunal for adjudica.
Lion. It rather cauetically euggeste that ho
vould have done botter t) have taken up
the Barrundia case, in which hoe propauud!
ed some novel and apparently vrty danger.
ans doctrines vbicb ho bas neyer taken the
trouble ta explain or' defend. The *riter

in the N~ation ie dispaeed ta make merry
vith Mr. Tracy'e nation, ex.pounded in the
Reviev article, that there existe a Illav ai
nattre vhich dace not need the Sanction
of geanerai, recognition by mankind as bind-
ing au the human conscience, sud tu whioh
anybody vho pleases can appeal and inter.
prot it on hie ovn bebali. "«Thi," ho saye,
"lin probably au fantastic a conception as
lever arase in a legal boeom." Ho procééds
ta lay davu the camman-senso principle a
folloive:

I'The oniy 1 lav ai nature' ai which
either juriste or moral philosophem~ have
ever taken notice until nov, ie a lav which
the human race or the civilized part ai iL
bas acknoviedged tu bel a lav or custom.
' Nature' bore moans ' humain nature,' and
human nature pranounoes ite moral judg.
monte and laye dovn its miles Lhraugh civi.
lized man. We sbould like ta liear from
Mr. Tracy ai same ai the ' acte vhich are
immoral independent1s of any prohibiion'
-that je, te vhich the human conscience
bas nathing tuasay and hae muid nothing.
Ho might as weli tell us ai thinge bighly
colourecl vithout light.",

The attitude ai the great majority ai the
membore ai the Ontario Assembly in rela-
tion ta the clane legisiation aought on bebaîf
ai drugglsta, architecte, undertakere, etc.,
and esecially ,snob able sud forcible
speches as that ai Mr. Ballanur, shov that
the peapie'e ropresentativos, are having their
eyes oponed te the true nature ai euch logis -
lation, aud gives graund for hoping that
there wiii be little more of it in Ontario.
Sir Oliver Mavat'a pies that the Govern-
mont bad iavoured clans legielation anly
vben Lhey belioved it te ho in the public
intereat vas surely a very veak doience.
It may be that there are certain cases in
whicbi the people, vbo should ordinariiy
be trusted ba take *care ai themelves, may
need spocisi protection. Even vhon snob a
case le made ont it affords no justification
for ontrueting their protection te the bande
ai a clase corporation, compoeed ai the very
persone vhe interests are promoted by re-
striction. Ordiuarily it viii be sufficient that
the individualle practiaing suy profession ho
held etrictly respoxiaible for tb. reenîts ai
their avu inoompetency or maipractice. In
special cases a system ai official inspection,
or ai governmffutal. licenaing, may bo justifi-
able. But the argument that extraordinary
priviieges, snob as those nov onj oyod by the
legai and medical saaioties, art noeded for
thse protection ai the people, Who muet, iL
ssuie, bo treated as oilidren or imbeoiles, in-

capable ai taking care ai thomeelves, ie of
precieely Lise eSmie kind as that urged by
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