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‘ Soe."f Tecent report of Engineer Keating

Wards clearing up what has long
ystery in connection with the To-
; tho‘&ht Ster Works. Believing, as we

Doing of ¥e had good reason to do, that the

the bre‘in‘“ke of our water system, before
*oven,,

y "'3% of last winter, was located
the kieof eighty feet below the surface of
boy " 1 was always a puzzling question
" Why after every storm the
‘:t 0‘1!: taps shquld ¥ive us water
: mixzd With an unsightly and unsav.

' Ure of mud and sand. The En-
b“‘w Matement, ¢hat there is no reason to
o eve 8% the conduit south of the Island
lnty,  %Oonected with the ‘desp water
o o, :;’d that consequently that portion
e ng ;kag fluid which did not leak into
:Qm N W from the Bay was taken into it

4 :: it outside the Island at a depth
m!'e than twenty foet, where the

*gitated to the bottom by every

gale, throws a flood of light upon the sub-
ject. The new hope begotten by the dis.
covery allays our indignation. It may be
that we are not now getting any consider-
able infusion of the contents of the Bay, and
that once the connection is really made with
an intake at a proper distance from- the
Island and at & proper depth, we may enter
upon an era of comparatively pure water.
The Engineer will, we are sure, lose no time
in making the connection, and making good
his claim to our lasting gratitude.

Tae setting apart of 1,300 square miles
of wood and water at Algonquin as & Pro-
vincial park must commend itself to all
thoughtful minds as & wise policy. So far
as we ave able to judge, the location is well
chosen. The district is said to comprise a
large part of the watershed which contains
the sources of many of the rivers and
streams flowing both into the Ottawa River
and into the Georgian Bay. Tne impor-
tance of preserving the forests about the
head waters of the rivers a1d streams upon
which the fertility of large sections of the
Province depends cannot easily -be over-
estimated. The preservation from the ex-
termination with which they ars th-eatened,
of many species of birds, fish, and fur-bear-
ing and other animals ; also of useful and
ornamental trees and shrubs, and of rare
wild plants and flowers, is a strong recom-
mendation of the project. Nor is the effeot
which a largs forest has in modifying the
climate of the surroundlng region to be
overlooked. The settlers in many parts of
Ontario and other Canadian provinces are
every day experiencing-to their cost the un-
wisdom of the practice of forest extermina-
tion which was followed by the early settlers,
many of whom, as we have heard an old
pioneer declare, had endured so much toil
and hardship in clearing their -farms that
they came almost to look upon a forest tree
as a personal enemy, to be destroyed by the
quickest and most effective process avail-
able.

The New York Nation calls in question
the propriety of ex-Secretary Tracy’s course
in discussing the Behring Sea question in
the North American Review while the cage,
submitted by the Cabinet of which he wag 5
member, is before & tribunal for adjudica-
tion. It rather caustically suggests that he
wounld have done better t> have taken up
the Barrundia case, in which he propound-
ed some novel and apparently very danger-

ous doctrines which he has never taken the

trouble to explain or” defend. The writer

in the Nation is disposed to make merry
with Mr. Tracy’s notion, expounded in the
Review article, that there exists & * law of

- nature which does not need the sanction

of general recognition by mankind as bind-
ing on the human conscience, and to which
anybody who pleases can appeal and inter-

pret it on his own behalf.” ¢ This,” he says,

‘“is probably -as fantastic a conception as
ever arose in & legal bosom.” He proceeds
to lay down the common-sense principle as
follows :—

“The only ‘law of nature’ of which
either jurists or moral philosophers have
ever taken notice until now, is a law which
the human race or the civilized part of it
has acknowledged to be a law or custom,
¢ Nature’ hére means ¢ human nature,” and
human nsture pronounces its mworal judg-
ments and lays down its rules through civi-
lized man. We should like to hear from
Mr. Tracy of some of the ‘acts which are
immoral sndependently of any prohsbition '
—that is, to which the human conscience
has nothing to say and has said nothing.
He might as well tell us of things highly
coloured without light.”-

The attitude of the great majority of the
members of the Ontario Assembly in rela-
tion to the class legislation sought on behalf
of druggists, architects, undertakers, etc.,
and especially . such able and forcible
speeches as that of Mr, Balfour, show that
the people’s representatives, are baving their
eyes opened to the true nature of such legis-
lation, and gives ground for hoping that
there will be little more of it in Ontario.
8ir Oliver Mowat’s ples that the Govern-
ment had favoured class legislation only
when they believed it to be in the public
interest was surely a very weak defence.
It may be that there are certain caees in
which the people, who should ordinarily
be trusted to take ‘cire of themselves, may
need special protection. Even when such a
case is made out it affords no justification
for entrusting their protection to the hands
of a close corporation, composed of the very
persons whose interests are promoted by re-
striction. Ordinarily it will be sufficient that
the individuals practising any profession be
held strictly responsible for the results of
their own incompetency or malpractice. In
special cages a system of official inspection,
or of govemmqnul' licensing, may be justifi-
able. But the argument that extraordinary
privileges, such as those now enjoyed by the
legal and medical societies, are needed for
the protection of tbe people, who must, it
soems, be treated as children or imbeciles, in-
capable of taking care of themselves, is of
precigely the same kind as that urged by




