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abouts. Our best authority on Canadien history, parti-

cularly on old French Canada, is Parkman.* He says,

"lLa Salle set apart a common two hundred arpents in

extent, for the use of the settlerý, on condition of the pay-

ment by each of five sous a year. He reserved four

hundred and twenty arpents for his own personal domain.

Fie bad traccd out the circuit of a palisaded village and

assigned to each settler half an arpent, or about the third

of a acre, within the enclosure." These facts cannot be

disputed ; the reserved homestead must have been as well-

knownl to La Salle himself as the common ground is now

publicly known, and to a man of La Salle's taste for the

beautiful, what more attractive spot could he have chosen ?

Hiere, be it remembered, was a trading post fifty years old,

and the mot important one on the continent.
Between the years 1673 and 1676 Cuillerier converted

the old fur post înto a fort constructed of wood, and later

on, between 1689 and 1713, the present stone building

was constructed and used as a trading post by the

Cuilleriers. At this important place in 1689 Vaudreuil

on bis return froui the scene of the massacre of Lachine

rested witlh his five hundred mn before going to Mon-

treal. Imagination fondly stoops to trace the picture of

those far-off days nearly three centuries ago, when Champ-

lain stood at the foot of the present Fraser hilI, at the

head of that once beautiful little bay-now destroyed by

the water works' hasin-which stretched down to the

eastera boundary of the English king's poste, and wss the.

irst smnooth water froin whicb a canoe could shoot ont to

reach the channel of the river above the rapids. We see

hlm surrounded by bis escort band of wild Iroquois, their

canoes hauled up on the quiet shore beneath the shade of

the far-spreading primeva] chums, ready to embark, to sail

down the Lachine rapids. There was not a foundation

stone then laid in this now great city of Montreal. The

novelty and the excitement of tho perilous voyage must

have made hlm oblivious to its danger.
La Salle was seigneur of Lachine and the founder of

the palisaded village coasisting of fourteen acres, seven

acres front by two deep, betweea the preseat cross-road

and the windrnill. To this village hie transferred the fur-

trading business from Chamnplain's old fur post. But

froin ail we can gather it docs not appear that La Salle

was a man of business or of tradte. Jean Millot, a trader

of Ville Marie, MIontreal, was the leadiag spirit aîId after-

wards purchased La Salle's rights to the village. It is a

curious fact that after La Salle dcparted and the attempt

by MUilot to establish the fur trade in the palisaded

village biad failcd, Cuillerier arrived and re-established the

business at Champlain's old post, and the Cuilleriers and

their successors carried it on for nearly a century. There

is not now, and there has not been for the past bundrcd

y pars, a vestige remainiag of the Il palisaded village " of

1666 ; buildings and palisades were aIl eonstructed of

wood, and have long ago crumbled and mingled with the

dust of ages.
Who planted those almost giant pear-trees, said to

have been two hundred years old in 181-1, wben my grand-

father took possession of this old homestead 1 How 01(1

were they in La Salle's day, and did lie partake of tbeir

fruit I Tbey must bave been planted by the people in

charge of Champlain'is trading post long before the days

of the Cuilleriers. I can easily mark the spots on which

fifty-two of these trees stood ia my young years. One

was so large and so open in the heart that the largest

man on the farin could stand uprigbit inside of it. I have

neyer since seen elsewhere such peai-s-French pears-as

that tree bore. They ripened about the middle of August,

and the pomme gries were double the size of any now

produced ; the famues and the Bourcssa with its leatber

like skin, were a treat in midwiter;- and the bon Ghretin

pear was delicious.
During my grandfather's lifetime, as well as my

father'g, this old home was kaown to every Highlander in

Canada and the far north. It was the resort of the

Scotch gentlemen of tbe Hudson Bay company ; and the

Simpsons, the Raes, Mackenzies, Mackays, Keitbs,

Rowands, and McTavisbes, for some years duriag my

mother's life used to walk down to the old homestead on

a Sunday afteraoon, after service in the Scotch kirk, to

ecnjoy a real Iligbland treat of Ilcurds and cream and

oaten brcad," with pears and apples in season. And the

young gentlemen could thcîe expatiate freely over the

scenes of their early homes in the Highlands of Scotland,

in their owa mother tongue, the Gaelic. My mother was

courteous to them because she had a brother, Paul Fraser,

serving ia the North West,1 who afterwards became a chief

factor in the Hudson Bay Company. The Hlighlanders of

Glengarry made this their stoppingplace when they came

down to Montreal in winter-time with Lheir sleigh-loads of

butter and pork. I have seen six double sleighs arrive at

once. The men would leave their loads until they found

sale for tbem in Moatreal, then drive in and deliver the

goods. There was always plenty of food for man and

beast, with a true Hlighland welcome. Snch were the

grand old days of Canadian hospitality. Captain Allan,

the father of alI the Allans and the founder of the Allan'a

line of steamers, for several years paid annual visita te

the old Fraser home, obtaining his supplies of pomme grie8,

which be carried to Glasgow, then to the West ladies,

back agaa to Glasgow, and to Montreal the following

spring, the apples keeping quite sound. Few people are

now living who saw that antique bomestead before the

west end kitchen addition was built in 1829, with its

* We comniend to Mr. Fra,4er Kingsford's admirable work.-El).

[JANVÂRY 9th, 1891'THE WEEK.

"lNormandy stairway " (ontside> and ts old French
window, or door, opening into the flower garden and pear

orchard. The old "lslave bouse " stood within thirty feet,
to the west of the house ; and the tone building now

nsed as a barn, standing behind the bouse, was a mystery
to aîl visitors, as it bad gun-holes on the front, rear, and

sides. t was f ormerly a storehouse, we suppose; but wby
the gun-boles 1 There were remains of palisades behind

that old building, wbicb mrn down to the rear o? the ruina
of Fort Cuillerier. The front o? the farin, three acres by
two lu depth, must have been palisaded in 1689, when

Vaudreuil encamped there witb bis five hundred men the

night after the massacre of Lachine. Tbe old atone wall,

tea feet high, tbree acres in front hy four deep, seema to

have been built ia the daya o? the Cuilleriers.
The writer la preparing, after an absence o? nearly

ifty years, to retura to the old homestead, to seek shelter
within its antiquated walls, to live under the ahadow of

its far-spreading ancestral elma, and to watcb over the

growth of a promising yonng pear orchard, as the exiled

Acadiana of old returned to live and die amid the acenea

of their yonng days upon the shores of the Basin o?

Minas. JOHN FRtAsER.

B Y THE SEA.

ON the shore of the sad-voiced sea
Ia the twilight gloom I lie,

With the grey aky over me,
And the sentinel light-bouae nigb.

Afar o'er the waate are the shipa
That the moonlight glancea o'er,

And near me, with hnngry lips,
The waves that lap the shore.

And I think o? the ahipa that sali
Away bn their lordly state,

Urom which come neyer a tale
Of good or evil fate.

And I thbak of the castles fair
That we built by river and streain,

That bave melted away la the air
Like a dream, an idle dreain.

Like the shipa that neyer come back-
Like the leaves borne off' by the tide-

Like the meteor's lightubng track-
Like the rose that bas bloomed and died.

St. John, Y. B. H-. L. SPENcERt.

ART NOTES.

TUN great art masterpieces ln the new gallery at Ant-
werp are flxed to liding panels, so that at the firat alarn

o? tire tbey can be suak tbrough the flora into cellara
bencatb.

SIDNEY COOPERa, the famou4 British painter, la now
eigbty-heven y cars old. Hie stili possesses excellent health

and gives fiye or six hours a day to painting. tIe sleops

aine hours out o? the twenty-?our and lives abstemiously.

TtUsRE are now la Paris 42,646 persons who dlaim the

designation ofIl artist." Thoy comprise painters, aculp-

tors, designers, engravera, wood carvers, painters on p r-

clairi, also actors, singers, mnsiciani aad publie per?.,rm-

ers of every grade. About 20,000, or aearly bal? the

total number, beloag to the fair sex.

TuE Winter Exhibition o? the Royal Society o? British

ArtisGs is really very fine this year, both in variety o? snb-

jectsanad tborougbness o? treatment. Several ditiagnisbed

memb3ra o? the Ro3yal Aaglo-Austr'al ia. S9ciety exhibit

novel and wortby works. Mr. William Strutt bas been

stndying cats, aad lbe bas pAiated witb great power and

keen perception a novel f eline picture, entitled 11 The Mlilky

Way," representing a cat la a dairy, watobiag, witb wickod

cbnckliag, a struggliag mouse swimming througb the cream

la a large milk pan. In this painting, colour,1 effeet and

general barmony are woaderfully sustainea. The araphic

bas recogaized the ordgiaality of the subjeet by docidiug to

sbortly publisb an eugraving thereof. MUn. Strntt's other

works are IlLittle Kitty," a sntall kittea wanderiag among

wild roses, etc., and a landacape scene witb a love making

Georgian soldier. Mr. Alfred W. Strntt is epreseated by

a water-coloum o? a St. Bernard, wbicb be calîs Il O? Noble

Blood," and by a piece entitled "lA Morning Caîl," whercin

a country girl is amid a crowd o? poultry pressing round

ber to be fed. This la a piece o? difflenît work, and bas

been exceediagly cleverly executed.-The Colonies and

India.

A SOCIETY bas recently beca etablished la London ta

foater the indigenous decorative arts o? India, and, if pos-

sible, to preserve their distinctive characteriatica. It pro-

poses to f uther these objecta 11 by eacouraging the artisans

in evemy province o? the country to continue in the practice

o? theirheeditary bandicra? ta, notwitbstaading the pres-

sure o? the commercial competition ta wbicb they are being

anbjected tbmougb the great development o? the modern

trade between the West and East, and the inducements

that are o? ten beld ont ta tbem ta copy unsuitable and

jincongruous Western designs." The society hopes taextend

among European purchasers and patrons a taste for gen-

uine Indian art work, and promises ta do its utmoat ta

ealist the sympathy and support of Her Majesty's feudfr

tories Il in conserving the local arts and decorative halldi«

work of their several States." Sucb assistance as the

Endian (4overnmients, Supreme and Provincial, are able tO

give in promoting tbe operations of the society may be, th

organizers say, coafidently counted upon. As showiflg the

need of the socicty, it la pointed ont that the intrinslC

qualities of Indian art are in great peril of bcbng 1o4t to the

world. IlAlready the Indian bandicrafts are being dis-

credited by the prevailing rage for cheapnes - The

examnple of meretricious Western taste bas bad a deter'

iorating influence on those Indian artbsts who bave been

brought witbin its influence, and a dcpressing eflèct 0"

otbers who have persisted in faithfully following the tra-

zitional principles and processes on whicb. truc Kastera t

is everywhere based."

MUSIC AND DRAMA.

AN amusing incident occurred recently at Essegg, in

Austria. In a play, called "lDie Hochzeit von Valetl ,

the heroine has to die, ber death beîng brought about 14

a villain who shoots her with a pistol. At the criti&l

moment the weapon misses tire ; but the actor was eqli

to the emergency, and exclaimed at once: "ie, then, the

flrst victim of sniokeless powdcr!"

ANTON RUBINSTEIN, says 6Galignani, resigns his plaea

at the head of the St. Petersburg Conservatory of Mill"

and leaves Russia finally, because of the anti-Jewish pre'

judice. Rubinstein was bora a Jew, and long ago joined

the Greek Churcb, but this does not proteet. hlm fron2 the

race hatred, nor does bis great popularity or his conaecti0O'

by marriage with the arîstocracy. His Hebrew birth

affects his social standing, and hie will aot remain longer in

his native land.

Ma. Louis LOMBARD, Of the UTtica Conservatory O

Music, says Germans make the bcst pupils, being mnore

thorougb, patient and obedient than any others. Hebr~

he flnds extremely gifted, with also good studyingquaI itles'

French are tasteful and refined, but apt to be capricioli,
Americans are clever rather than artstic, perceptive, ai'
would be able to accomplish inucli more than tbey do 1

tbey could be brought to recogaize discipline and the

neceasity for thoroughness.

WHILE wc cannot take the hopelessly pessimistie vi8*0

o? Rubinstein about music, we are nevertbelesB forced tO

admît with the great Russian master that there is an itr

regnun in musical productivity. Rubinstein thinks a l

Chopin'a death the era of originalbty closcd ; certainly, the

Polish composer, in alI tbat pertained to forceful and

graceful ideas, exquisite techaje of composition and dariog

innovations ia harmony, must bc ranked very highi'y

indeed ; but his spbere was aarrow, and it really sPeako

volumes for bis power to so have iimpressed us when M0

realize that be wrote his best tboughts for the piano. 1n

since Chopin, Schumann died. Bralims lives, Gade ha5

jnst expircd. Rubinstein himeîf bas donc some reu1Brk-

able, tbough badly balaaced work, and 1)vorak is still cOni

paratively a youag man. The outlook now on this lot

day of the year o? grace 1890 caanot be said to be

particularly promising one.-Musical Courier.

ALBANI, in answer to a request for advice to VOU4

singera, gives an outline of ber own musical training, Whioh

begaa when she was four years old, and had advaCe

such a point when she was eight years o? age thatOh

couild read aad play at sight all the principal worl. _j

Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn, Hândel and other clas$îO

writers. She coasiders it of great importauce that 0 11

child wbo possesses a talent for music sbould be 11d

familiar as soon as possible with the works o? the bet

masters, that the bigbest ideal of truc music may be e8rI!

established. At fourteen she san, as flrst soprano, in,.,
Josepb's Chnrcb la Albiny, alI Moza-rt's and Cherubini'

masses, and Beethonven's great mass in D, and feelitht

iastead of inajuriag ber voice by such severe work at "0

early au(,, she owes ber subsequent successes to thîs e&1!l'

training. Front Albany she weat to Paris, and aftge

wards to Milan to study under Lamperti, whose Pur0e

Italian method she considers the only oae under wbich.&O

artist can siag properly, with a right and true productIo.»

o? the voice, and a correct mnetbod of breathing. thi0

master neyer allows bis pupils to sing for more teo

twenty miaut s at a time, witb an hour's rest betweell

period of practice. She insisa that Wagner's mus l Ca

injure a singer witb a good muethod, and that it 18Oe

some youthf ut vocalist without a good method that is 0

really hurt by singing any music that is written..

Bülow said the first time hie heard Albani ian(Ilohengri'
"lIf sbe will go to Germany shc wiIl prove to the rv

that Wagaer can be sung." Hie advises the youag artîsý

too, to learnalal tbe traditions of the intention o? e

composer concerning the work under consideratioandoS

study wbenever possible with the composer, or wit to

moBt familiar with bis mcthods and discipline. ThbeOt~

diet for a singer is the good, plain nourisbing vr io

avoidiag everytbiag injurions to the health, especialY Iln

wbbcb. affect the throat as well as the digestion.A re til

11f e is essential to the perfection o? musical talent, ai3

the life of an artist the inspiration of fine musn'ie, fine at

îbeantiful pictures, clever books, cultured people and col,

genial surrondings are aIl of serions importance, for el
she who can appreciate ahl that is best and beautifuî ,

.perbaps, in that very capability become the greater artit,'

Sun.


