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the godly judgment of the Bishop from
every clergyman at the time ol his ordina-
tion. And hence, by reason of the high

GOD UNCHANGEABLE.

Not seldom, clad in radiant vest,
Deceitfully goes forth the morn;

Not seldom evening, in the west
Sinks smilingly forsworn.

The smoothest seas will sometimes prave,
To the confiding bark, untrue;

And if she trusts the stars above,
They can be treacherous too.

The umbrageous tree, in pomp outspread,
Full oft, when storms the welkin rend,
Draws lightning down upon the head
It promised to defend.

But Thou art true, Incarnate Lord !
Who did’st vouchsafe for man to die;

Thy smile is sure, Thy plighted word
No change can falsify.

I bent before Thy gracious throne,
And ask’d for peace with suppliant knee;
And peace was given—nor peace alone,
But faith, and hope, and ecstacy.
WoRDSWORTH.
SHpy— ———

A Defence of the Consiitulion of the
Diocese of Vermont, in reply to the
strictures of the Episcopal Recorder,
by Joun Hopxins, D. D, L L. D.,
Bishop of Vermont.

THE EPISCOPAL VETO.

GenTLEMEN:—The last number of your
paper, under the date of January, aims a
vigorous blow at the Diocese of Vermont,
on the subject of what the writer calls
«The Episcopal Veto,” which calls on her
Bishop for some notice. And as it ap-
pears that the late editor, in the same
paper, has announced the termination of
his duties, and the publication hercinalter
is to be under your immediate direction,

imporiance which is justly autached to the
Episcopal element, we have our distinctive
title from it as the Protestant EpiscopaL
Chureh in these United States.

When the Diocese of Vermont, there-
fore, assembles in Convention, the Bishop
presides, not as chairman, nor as modera-
tor, but as the chief and indispensable
head of the assembly. by virtue of his
Apostolic fungtion.  Along with him are
the clergy and the laity, elected by the
several parishes. All the proper consti-
tuents of the Church are present, under
Christ, the Supreme Bishop of souls.
And when they proceed to act they must
act in unity, because the Bishop, the clergy
and the laity, are all distinct and Lmpor-
tant parts of the same body, and theref.re
must concur, or nothing can be done. But
the Bi-hp has no more power over the
clergy than they have over him. And
the laity have the very same power against
Bishop and clergy together.” By what
logic, then, can my worthy f[riend, the
Rev. Dr. Hawks, prove his assertion that
such a constitution makes the Bishop «ab.
solute?”  Forif the fact that the Bishop’s
concurrence is necessary makes him abso-
lute, it is evident that thé clergy and the
laity must each be equilly absolute for the
very same reason. So that here we should
have three absolute powers in the same
government! My rospect for Dr. Hawks
will not permit me to call this nonsense.
But I must take the liberty of saving that
no one ever laid down such a theory of
absolutisin before ; and therefore he is at
least entitled to the merit of perfect origin-
ality.

‘T'he truth, however,is, that no Diocesan
Constitution can be more just and equal to
its ihree co-ordinate elements than ours,

amendment of our General Convention
has not been fillowed by the older Dio-
ceses, and so they still remain in their first
unfortunate shape, as if it never had oc-
curred to them that on such a plan they
were depriving their Bishop of his proper
place, and making the Episcopate look as
much as possible like Presbyterianism.
But what authority have they for this ? Is
there anything like it in the Epistles of St.
Paul to Timothy and Titus? Or in the
history of the primitive Church? O in
the system of any Episcopal Church since
the beginning? If those Dioceses were
influenced at first by the strong pressure of
peculiar difficulties to adopt a new inven-
tion in the face of Scripture, precedent,
and history, it may be a very good reason
why we should ezcuse, but it 1s certainly
no reason why we should 2mitate them.
No new Diocese can have any apology
for following their error in total contempt
of all that is really authoritative in the
government of the Church. Is the Dio-
cese of Vermont, then to be branded as an
innovator, because she has faithfully re-
solved to reject innovation, and to be
guided by the true light of Seripture and
antiquity, according to the example set by
the wisdom of our General Convention?
Nay, assuredly, though a score of greater

unite in chanting the praise of your older
Diocesan Constitutions. It is not from

teach us better.

Committee ¢ a Council of Advice.”

True it is that the appointment of such |

I'here is no more veto power in the Bishop

committees was also a novelty.

these that any man can learn the complete | right to legislate.”
A principles of Episcopacy. Even Calvin | would indeed be an absurdity. ‘The fact, |t

himself, when he deseribes the office of a | however, is, that the working of our sys- | t
Bishop in the primitive Church, might |tem isquite otherwise. i
under debate be so obnoxious to the
The third topic of your rebuke takes us | Bishop’s judgment that he cannot accede
to task, because we call our Standing |toit, he say
But |at all,

But the | vention does not legislate.

majority of the members of Convention
desire to know his opinion, and are dis-
posed to attach far more confidence to it
than to that of any other. ‘The sons of
the family, grown to mature age, may be
wiser, and more learned, and more elo:
quent than the father ; but yet, when the
family meet togehter to confer on those
matters which most nearly concern them
all, his judgment and his counsel ought to
be freely declared, and to have their pro-
per influence. The lawyer and the jury
in court may include many who are su.
perior to the judge in personal and intel-
lectual endowment; yet when a serious
question of fact or law is to be determined,
his opinion is listened to with respect and
deference for his office’ sake. And the
Bishop, in his Convention, bears to the

clergy the double relation, ecclesiastically,

of father and judge. Why should he not

speak, who has been selected for the very

purpose of being a guide, a teacher and a

governor in the Church of his Diocese?

Why miust the custom of a wordly town

meeting ride over the simple and sound

principles which should regulate the House

of God?

In connection with this, our erudite

assailant makes a great mistake by sup-

posing, that when our clergy and laity vote

divines than my friend Dr. Hawks should | in a way that does not please the Bishop,

he exercises the power of veto, thereby
depriving them of their constitutional

s very true that in such a case the Con-
But what is

But such a course |i

I must rely on your justice to insert, in

than in the clergy and the laity, and hence

system is recognized and established by |the Convention ? The clergy and the laity |}

Annual

'them with fairness and with candor, al-
though I cannot help thinking that our
accuser has ventured upon the grave re-
sponsiblity of publicly censuring what he
hus taken very little pains to understand.
With respect to the first charge—the
want of attractive interest in our Conven-
tions—the only proper way to test it
would have been to compare the lists of
the clergy and the laity who attend them
with similar lists in other dioceses. If
your correspondent had done this, he
would have found that in no diocese of the
same size throughout the land was there
a more regular, faithful, and steady auen-
dance, or a more cordial reception and
entertainment of the delegates, than in,
ours. If he means, however, that our
Conventions are not uttractive fo the pub-
lic, that is undoubtedly true.  But it is not
trae in Vermont only, since the same fact
might be alleged of every other diocese,
with the single exception of Virginia.
And 1here, he must be perfectly conscious
that it is not so much the proper business
of the Convention which atiracts the crowd
as the excitement of a great religious festi-
val, kept up throughout the week with a
zealous effort of preparation. I do not

this peculiarity in the custom of our
Southern friends. On the contrary, I

render their annual assembly so interest-
ng. But we of the North are accustomed

There are two theories of what the
Convention of a Diocese should

ever, thatif the speech thus réported meant
rejoice with them that they are able to o anything at all, it could only mean that the

ug

o distinguish a little more exactly betsveen |2
he Convention, which meets to transact |3'ated that our Vermont Conveution is by
[f the proposition | the businexs of the Church, and the Con- | N0 means a favorable field.
vocation of the Clergy and the Laity,
who come together to a special feast of | has an equal liberty of thought and speech,
s s0, and there is no vote taken | preaching in connection with the pro- |subject only to the usual rules of orler,

The ground we stand on is, that | verbial warmth of Virginian feeling and

Certain nlso it is, that in ity proper place
why? They are so beyond controversy. | We cannot act, unless we act together. Tt |hospitality.

none can honor eloquence more than we
do.

the laily as they are upon him. Ts this
servility ? I have shown that our system
is the true exponent of the wunaty of the
body of Christ, in which there ean be no
authoritative action unless the whole of its
constituent elements concur together, I[s
that servility 2 If your correspondent’s
idea of Christian liberty be ‘'such that he
supposes it impossible to enjoy it under a
just and Apostolic theory of the Episco-
pate, I can only lament his ignorance of
true Church principles.  And I would ad-
vise him, in all kindness and subriety, be-
fore he again assumes the office of censor
over the clergy of Vermont, to study our
standard writers on Ecclesiastical polity—
Hooker, Potter, and the rest—whom it is
very evident that he has either never read.
or has quite forgotten, S
And now I turn to the last charge, of
converting ¢ a distingtiished layman into.
an automaton” by the magic of our Con- |
ventional system. It is the first time that
I have heard this anecdote. The accuser
is anonymous, and the witness,is anony-
mous. But yet I think it very possible
that the story is true, hecanse it would be
quite unreasonable to doubt that ¢ distin-
guished laymen” may talk a little nonsense

ple. It must be perfectly obvious, how-

entleman found himself disappointed of
i3 desire to display his oratory, or « make
sensation,” for which I have already

Certain it is,
ndeed, that ‘every member of that body

But in the Convention of our Diocese

‘The Bishop of the
‘has no veto power.’

his supposed or real fr-\réﬁiﬁf- '
1

partial,

a different, course ; but
defective and inconsistent position which
the Constitutions of the older .
assign to them, has a natwral tex
sense | make them managers. - And I say
now and then, so long as there are disuin- | that the church papers on 1?0‘)'!‘!‘ s (with
mean to make the slightest objection to | guished clergymen o set them the exam. |4 few honorable exceptions) h ",‘(been
very improperly and . unhappi
habit of imputing to many of thase .
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I grant, indeed, that this important | hence, it must be supposed, that the great  into.a mere machine. Let me consider

¢ \ FEET AR o
corder. Perhaps we may be mistaken in
presumins to )Jl‘j,b't tl :lyﬂ)l'é fﬁltgz t cities
/must needs possess the wisest ﬁ)é But
I beg leave to assure \ou, that we shall
require a much better display pf * hority
and argyment than we have yet seen to
i.¢=onvim;? us of our error., i
A few words more, a?qd’ I have done.
pﬁoéése of Vermont
.He does not vote at
e takes no part,

all in his Convention. }{ tak
he election of church

direct or indirect, in

officers. He has no control of, :gfp‘.y‘funds,
missionary or of erwise,to distribu i’mong
r is he

under the slighest temptation to ‘employ
any management whatever, either |

cure a Qonveﬁﬁonfa‘l trium h or avoid a
Conventional defeat., An .";v,g?i’gl’?z Be.
cause THE CONSTITUTION OF THE Dio.

CESE fixes his just rights on theit true
basi, and he can afford to be perfe% im-

I da not say that any o&l;sr,nishp ";uk:s
4. do ggy‘t) t the

iqceses

iy to
her,

i

n the
éighops

U7

a large amount of management, and of
exciting, on this very ground, no small
measure of odium against‘t,bﬁu{, If those
acecusations were true, whic tr

are not, the blame should be cast, not so
much on the bishops themselves as on an
erroneous and unjust Conventional system,
which deprives them of their oﬁ‘cn
and thus tempts them to secure, by man-
.agement, what ought to he conceded to
them by law. Theinevitable consequence

is, in_but too many. instances, that instead

ust they

rights,

the forensic orator soon feels himself re-

of being regarded with the same confidence

¢ tion 1 % iEhat avhick: ek ok gluced to the gencral level, because there | and affection 11 belonging to their, Dio- .
your next, the present communication. the manifest result that there is reaily no the General Convention. It has worked [without their Bishop? Nay, verily ; but { douhtless, prefers wguld n:‘al::eesi[tm:::e(;‘(:: 8 no public auditory, and no theatre of dis- | cese, they areb):'eagal.‘ttﬁd\nﬂ %einuﬁ;svm- . o
We have ben honored by several as-aults | véto power at all. The whole resolves  well. Tt has no ixjurious effect on the the clergy and the laity with their Bishop. | casion of dispay, intended for the public play, and we ar: accustomed to listen, not | pathy and conduct, the Bishops of a party.
from the same quarter, to which T have nse_ll into the simple prmclnle of {Jhurch | rights of Bxshgp, clergy or .Iany; a[;d, And _tl|e'.-elure, as the Bishop isa d.xsunm ear and eye. That which we prefer agrees o flights of rhetoric, but to [}!aln, siraight- | Bt what possi'ble l‘lmw.;ﬁg k4
made no reply, as I have always thought Unity. We are one body in Christ, and ! therefore, our Diocese adopts it to the lyll constitutional element 'of the b.miy, Just as ! heyer with the idea of a private family lorward sense, directed by piety, and gov- | o0 oty Saadiadie b}’!m‘ u“hingl
it best through my whole ministerial life to therefore, when we act, we must act to. | extent, and pays as much regard to its|the clergy and the laity are, it results, of meeting, assembled once a vear to confer, erned by kindness. I have lived long, and like this? How much more useful and
take no notice of personal censure. Nor | gether. . | functions as any other. necessity, that the Convention, being the | quietly‘and confidentially, about our own | "a¥e had as much to do as most men i happy would. be-the relation of Bishops to
should I deviate from my general rule on Su_ppnse it otherxvnsq—as, I'am sorry to We are censured, next, because our Church assembled in Its integnity, cangot progress and condition, without any inter- Conventional pr ceedings ; and truth com. their Diocéses if their true placé were uni.
this occasion, if the question were not [y, it might be according to the Constitu= | Constitution makes the Bishop the judge perform.ang.aek. gl alogwiative charapic ruption from strangers, or any solicitude p‘els e 1o ey iee T eve never knowna | verelly declared and undgrétood! Forin
likely to assume an important aspect in | tion of the older Dioceses— that the eleigy 1in all ecclesiastical trials. But who else | umess these three elemeuts concur in the | about the comments of a gazivg crowd. Lohyentign uf.the Chur.ch 10, be int sresting no other way can the essential principles \
the anticipated synodal organization of the | and the laily c uld enact a canon against | as the right 7 Does not the Apostle ex. decisign, Hene it is that our canon declares oyr | % 2¢count of its oratorical oherrpiiper st U our Clurch unity he realized effectually. |
Exiglish Golonial Churclies. the consent of the Bishop, I'usk any man. | pressly put this office on Timothy and .Bl‘l‘t whgn' our eloquent accuser calls | Appual Convention to be “ not public.” whgn there was a sharp contention of op- In no other way can the ﬂlﬁlz\" andolaity,

I am aware, indeed, that your corres- O)ﬁﬂc:"l’)'?::]?:d"sé ‘::;g”;’lghi‘sl ‘l’_"”"; I’I;“' Titus? Was it not exercised by every ::::r c;‘:;?,‘;?;::; (;’jler'}fg' :;"d “!:8:2'5," r:’f Hence, also, is derived the natural conse- K:ﬂ']i tgarr:;f’;:“zr;:guda"g'?mt‘l"" always | isined heart anid hand iz one, with

pondent directs his attack against the Dio- I ' ¥ be R S P : pl h'gsa ion ; or | Bishop in the primitive Church for ut least i e it : g l ,e; f: ¢ | quence that it affords no ﬁelq for any man |7 ; gl ;d ence in the commu- | 42,7 ecclesiastical head, u . ' ' Ly
cese rather than against myself. But I :cl'e:jh::nty?m il:::gp‘t‘"rzejra:?h'ﬂ‘ ](3) 'the five centuries? Do not the ecclesiastical | ®MY #hows the natural gdilts of the | who might be tempted to come only 1o | Mt¥sand not se om._dixcreditable to the: % .

. am bound in candor to say, that if the . r

judges introduced by the Church of Rome, | €TTON€OUS pifa, which, th gider. Diogese lay i

speakers themselves. If, there

! A ¢ orator and make confusion. And P Sl - ' : »—thi ,‘rlmgi) - spirit
Hocese : i : i s s ted y ; i (ti ‘ ;) have adopted. Th ve. ey s R mnit fave ueEn. g 10U, JTAIETRE, f the scopate—this everiasting sp

. Divcese of Vermont has been misled in ;37'2 "'é::g’.‘rl"“;;:ﬁzg -‘7‘ v'g;.‘;"’ ll(a;:;'lthol: h?“;"'ﬂ:‘ﬂl"‘:}f_‘{j’y oNb {"_"bef 9"!‘,'!‘!_’?‘. Bﬁhhf? i P{:‘m Fight '(:;:ey g d%\m ‘,: n‘g(hez;:lhe bonds of mutual Tregard _?,::“ and_unity were better. 1am far :if_oppm?é:;n'_.what can be more injurious

i AL MM‘}% ot B s Gighotion < of huse Wio ‘bishops, as their deputies, which is @ plain | oy in’ the- Episcopal” Church ﬁ%@«-w ‘the cordial intercourse of unity and | e any man to bean autom won, | 1o the progress of the Gospel! - What

e a Sommittee fo whom the new ,.hju’re Episcopacy as a limb of anti-Christ, }proof that the orizinal power was in the | =5 rights except those_which flow | kindness, to learn the doings of the past | yet, fr myself, il 1| mustnake a choice | 15r0 sure to obstruct the march of truth!

¢ . Constitution and daﬂf?ni«ﬁ’f 1836 had been but totally absurd’in a Church which vene- | Bishops themselves? ~And therefore [ from Apostslic aathority. On scriptoral | vear, and consult on the course required hetween them, [ would infinitely rather be Nay, what so bikely to force the Bishops

v;‘"“’ﬂe‘!- The alie'!*"fmni proposed dur- contend, that in this point also the older

ing a long and thorough discussion with
hat commitiee were few, and did not
ouch the point in question. The report

rates the Episcopate as an essential element
of the Apostalic. system, and believes that
Christ has promised to be present with it
«even to the end of the world.”

':lhat the Bishops are the lawful judges in
the Church by the positive evidence of

ioceses are the innovators. I maintain

and primi‘ive ground, therefore, the elergy | 1o promote the advancement and prosper-
and the laity have no right 10 legi-lat- | iy

And

y of the spiritual field intrusted to our

without their Bishop, just as he has no| care.
right to legislate without them.

an

vun the risk of being anincendiary.
You will remember, gentlemen, T trust,

automaton in the Chu ch ol God than | ;40" (he ranks of partisans, .rhweve.r
strongly they might deprecate such a posi-

tion. i

3

| iy I speak here, however, of the CONVEN- | a( [ am not a volunteer o this occasion, m far from claiming, for myself or
3 " 'was unanimously adopted, and as unani- To this principle of Episcopal coucur- Seripture and al! amigui}y. And as it is when the.clergy -and the Iaj"y e ' TmN‘P seaperly snmacdeved Ok course | have heen. o long acuus.tumed' i bt mvl barethren, v g e 4o é(lstit?o.
E lmously passed by the Convention. « After 9 tl |sv;ever ‘1here islnn obvious clss | an admitted maxim of seculnr_ law tlgilt a ignorant of true church principles as 10 | hore is no injunetion of secrecy. A pri- | e assaults of the press with quiet good where there is a real and substantial
ﬂ f‘:salxéfaclow experience of filteen years "":,nct_')'. '(:;nns a’s when there is no Bishop, 1iddge has no right to delegate his fu_"“"""s~ desire to act without their ecclesin.sllcﬂ! vate meeting is one thing, and a secret | fymor, that this kind of patience with me ground of complaint. -lfBiihnpsrpn\?ve to
tlr }imder our own system, the revision of the :;r t‘a‘:\';f'? he i;; himself the subject of Con- | question the authority of our B'*"ll)'f’l’ 1 head, T should say to them, very kindly, | 1 acting 14 another. 0!- course, likewixe, | has become a habit rather than a virtue, | o0 o0 n i i the faith, or uuolnd o ths
ni\ /' whole was proposed by myself in A. D. ventional action. Bth of these arise out ilelegate their judieial power to pre-byters. | o very. plainly, that it is high time they | vo have religious services, 1o, which the |01 T should not have given myself the orals of religion, Jet tliem tbe presented,

1851, in ord: r 1hat a new edition might be
* published for the use of the Diocese. And

Report was adopted, and afier the consti-
tutional interval of a year, the same sys.
tem was ratified again by the Convention
with the same perfect unanimity.

This proves conclusively that the former

attacks of the Episcopal Recorder, and my
eloguent brother, the Rev. Dr. Hawks,

upon the gnordinate power of the Bishop,

of the necessity of the case, anfl may not
be extended heyond that necessity.  And

Let me now proceed to the other points
of my learned friends objurgation, as quoted
by ):our correspondent, and L‘.mlnrsed on
several occasions by the Episcopal Re-
corder. Our constitution is treated as « an
innovation,”’ hecause we presume to differ
irom the older Dioceses, who had seen fit

Phey have just as much right, on sl(icl
rinciples, to delegate the power of ordin- ¢

"

i pray you? Ts the julge in our secular
Fourts absolute ?
' p acquit or

efit jury have given In
such is preeisely the power
a the Diocese of Vermont.
(ommittee must first present the offender.

Or has he any power | %!
condemn until the grand jury B
.ave found the bill of indictment, nnd.the po
their verdict? | 8¢
of the Bishop |!

hould learn the true: Constitution of their
‘hurch before they undertake to meddle

v

Our persevering and ingen'!ous censor
ims up his chages by s.ymg'lhal the
ishop of Vermnt may exercise .“al,l,
wer, legislative, judicial,and executive,” ||
as to « dictate to the shape of a gown or | ¢
he fashion of a surplice.” T am really

of its own members only. And u
The Standing | Sorry to seeaman of acknowledged t:lents | pot that in this very peculiarity we enjoy
- | and acquirements so far above the average

public are invited. A missionary sermon
is preached the eyening before. A Con- | g dincese if the welfare of the church,

Convocation of the Clergy, which holds
one of its quarterly meetings at the sanie
place and season, appoints such other pub-

i¢ services as may be deemed useful. But
he Convention itsellis a family conference
doubt

an imporiant advantage over the ordinary

trouble of repelling this last attack upon

cial sphere is small. I admit that we are
not a numerous or a wealthy people, and
that we have neither large salaries nor
large churches to attract the stars of the
celesiastical firmament.  But [ do not
dmit that our system involves any princi-
ple which shrinks from fair investigation
Nor have weany reason to refuse to judge

2 7

ied, and eondemned, with u.-sevég'ﬂ, pro-
sortioned to the impmitance of their office.

-
=

the committee appointed to act with the for both, our Constitution has made ample | aition. his | With the serious and responsible work of | o /o sermon, with the Connmuqmn, bevond the limits of V.ermom, had not im- But let this be done with Qm'»gl:lvnflglulmn
Bishop O e “"I?re 5:)rrovisio;\ by requiring the Bishop’s con- But our learned ce'l';m'l' n”,e,mﬂm“': her | gislation. marks the oprning of the nssembly. ‘The pelled me. I grant, indeel, that my offi- which belongs to Christian:disciplive, or
g ye » O s i ishops ¢ absolute. W S0,
was to be no change of principles. The lezislation. only. 1akes the Bishoj
sent to acts of leg

due inquiry, and credible evidence. ~ And
eamghiley, I pray you to remember that
e are men, of like sympathies and _feel-
ings with our brethren. ~ Remewmber that
the clergy may do at least.as much:to in-
fluence the character of a: bishopyas he
can do to influnce theirss 'n?pmber
that it is their place and: privilege to be

328

: . LT pE e A ! sscend to such cavilling as this,  For as | system, notwithstanding the morbid appe- |4 « |,y its fruits,” although il.must I)e 40 . ‘.'t“he'" g
b o 06 Dl eﬂiﬂ ‘llpon ; ‘grlmr.clﬂ:lev:;i)‘l.l;f‘::{)i:ln,eli:‘e;ltdll:;;lns'p:‘?e L okl |)reshy;ell'5,' :}I\‘e ;f(\e_ :]“L:f‘:nl"‘é’"id“tive T"’we"g"f the Bishop, 1 |i);e for publicity, which is so strongly knmvyle,dged that there i3 no dioce=e in “}‘:r ‘zaestical Overseer towarn him in sea<on,
L il hm :as. ‘;;Th eg{sa(l.onvemion s p‘ac“;"r o e and of Iy .sele”e‘. . f 1l§ have shown tha he is as dependent on !he characteristic of our age and country. |1 .4 which pj’esenls a harder soil for the with the affection and fmhf'}neébr_ﬂf_l
surgdly, d have fio reason 'tu i l“ag g l’ at or rather chairman used, and of lnymc.n ik e Ao |d clergy and the laity as they are on him, | Phe sum of the mat'er, theref ire, amuu_nts growth of Episcopacy, : younger brother, !v%hN'_! u\eyfli,unk‘ him in

“ lae asault will be more likely fo FCEAD| Moo, W Or’t.e with the reat of the | W'V. then act asa jury on B, and therefore he can make no change |o this: Our Conventions are as aftractive Under that system, our clergy have | eeror, linstead of publishing His mistakes,

’Bm‘z Gt Sty syt o a;]nw"ng h‘m. l.();(;‘im g ol £ ip Mhehig plocdes a‘s]udge,to. %9 Ehe. without their full consent and approbation. | a5 any others, on the true grounds of duty increased in t»ver{ty-0|-e years from eleven | ynder nn anonymous signature, -to the
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cause why the Constitution of the General
Convention, in A. D. 1749, only gave the
Bishops a seat a"(_l a vote along with the
other+clergy. This was the cause w.hy
nine years elapsed before that constituiion
could be so amended as o allow the
Bishops to exercise ihe co-ordinate powers
of a distinet House in our great ecclesi-
astical legislature. It would amuse one,
if such reasoning could _vltfld amusement,
to see the Diocesan Constitution of Ver-
mont rebuked as an innovalion, when the
General Convention had thus set the wise
example of changing its first Pre:b:vlerian
plan in favor of the only true Episcopal
systent. For it is evident thatif a single
Bishop in hisown Diocese has no rights in
Jegistation beyond ‘the casting of his vote
with the other clergy, ll.--re_could ba no
» Paul’s Epistles to ‘Fimothy, the first | good ground for :Ea:jclfvg ﬂt‘:eBEL‘::::: ;:t;??:f
hop o Ephesus, and Titus, the first| rate co-ordinat body In

probiation, Such i3, properly, the wcto
ﬁow the system of our Convention has
no affinity with ihis, but rests on the divine
Jaw of Church Unity. According to our
lished theory, the Chureh, in ber trus
nization, consists of the Bishop, the
y, and the laity, of whom the Blsl\f)p.,
| ecclesiastically, is, under Christ, the chiel.
w!‘ “True, he is one of the cleray, just as the

Gavernor of a S ate or the President isone
of the public functionaries. But he is as
diginct (rom the clergy, in his proper
offce, as the Governor or the President
is distinet from the other .ageats in our
pditical sy-tem. Hence the Charch dg-
p: ds on the Biih“p for the Apns[ohc
Vv)fk ()[' ordination, discip!ine a.nd guvern,
mat, in which she is plainly justified by

«ojection.  For every member of the Con=
\sntion has the same liberty of speech,
:'d why should the Bishop be silent, if'it
| ~in his power to shed the light of his
|  owledze and expetience on the question?
‘| 'nis appears so obvious, that_suuh a canon
v ould ot liave been passed if the prepos
{ ous custom established in the older
1f oceses had not reduced the Bishop to
112 position of a mere chairman at a pub-
| 1» meeting, whose duty it is to euforce the
¢ ves of order, and appoint committees, and
alnounce the votes, and leave all the
t .nking and speaking to others. No
Cuvistian  man, however, can_seriously
iiragine that such a system was lh.e true
e iponent of the Episcopal office in the
« ntemplation of the Apostle or the prae-
tise of the primitive Church. ~The clergy

and the laity of the Diocese select their
| B shop, in the belief, at least, that he is

|

no instrument of coercion connected with
his office, and the application. of such a
phrase to him looks very like a pure ab-
surdity.

I believe that I have now disposed of
the catalogue of my good brother, the Rev.
Dr. Hawks, and therefo:e I shall next ad-
vert to a statement o?
correspondent which - demands some at-
tention. Our system, as he regards it,
must deprive our Conventions of all attrac.
tion, and produce “a feling of indifference
and servility in both clergy and laity.”
And he introduces “a distinguished lay-
man of Vermont,” saying that ‘* he had no
interest in them. b cause he could not
consent to be made an automaton.”

Here we have three substantial allega-
tions: 1st, the want of attraciiveness;

your anonymous |

haps the very last plice in the world for
the prictice of servility. 'Vhere is not a
~pot upon the b oad earth wnere troe lib-
eity, in its widest extont, 1% m('nru. umv'er-
«ally understood, or more manfu 'y d.-fen-
ded. ~And as to the Churehmen of Ver-
mont, [ might cuallenge your cor espond.m
to nam: agDaoceﬁu where the Bisitop, the
clergy, nnd the laity live t.g ther on a
more thorough system of fraternal equali-
ty.  But we claim the capacity of d«'uliu-
| ruishing b tween freedom and licentious-
T:ess,; and we respeet che just rghisof one
an sther ag carefully as we guard our own.
[ have ar ady shown tha: the peculiir
foatures of our Diocisan Constitution are
ferived from Scriptur: and the primitive
lChun:h,to which all Episcopalians pro-
i

fess to render their aliegianca, 1s our

2ndly, the production of servility in the | faithfiiin 8% 1o these wo tay to be branded

1 have shown thit the

and Low (‘,hurch diﬂ'erences, with a large
amount of itregularity, and a plentiful sup-
ply of the elenents of contention, a.‘ud
which afterwards passed through a period
of partial trouble from Tractarianism, has
been marked, for many years, by uniform
propriety and order, freed from all dissen.
tion, and jaught to appreciate the advan-
tages of brotherly concord and peace.
Tlhiere is not at this m ment a single root
of bitterness or strife from one end of it to
the other. The lines of pary-spirit are
all merged in the Uity of THe CHURCH:

Wiih this experience of the results, you
will not, I trust, be greatly surprised that

o 1o tuke our knowleldge of the true Con-
stitution, principles, and history of the
Church from my learned aund eloguent
friend, the Rav.® Dr. Hawks. even, though

we are somewliat reluctant to go to sehool,

his notions are endorsed by the -editors

your Bishops, i very larg fl“%?fht. 1‘:\’
your own care and keeping. .2 ¥auavou
have a taithful, atl'ectiolﬂ,l'sllﬂd', lm@artml
Overeer in the Lord, xelect himyin the
first place, with 'a"f‘!}f«{f‘j!"ﬁ’f‘?'A livies,
and you will i g.‘?ﬁhb’@ d 9Mﬂgin(ed
to his arduous offide. give himgiin all
respectss s’ the Dw“’” of }’w'ﬁmt has
done, his jist rights in tiie Ajiostol s Con-
_titution of the Church, and treal ,',\ p \.mh
generous confidence and love,, Beiieve
that he cannot possibly rhau‘pwﬁlﬂ-‘wfl
i m\pp.fil‘.lo"n to yo.r own ;‘-\W;jlf:h hl|s]
eathent Ucsire anl pipyer MipRden o)
prosper in your l“‘”"'x‘m‘ﬂd;ﬁ.[ﬂs iy highes
-earthly happiness must-he Joy m_g,.)nu\;
T-aternal unity nndxcmm¢$'~v;~ﬁd}{_nﬁe anc
counsel him if ‘you: ;fr!lyf? orcasion, and
‘doubt not that fie Wil Feceive it Kindly,
when it is.done as. it ought.to b dane, with

in the result. - :Al'jf“’&‘en}“‘- is consecrated

clergy and laity 3 and 3iliy, the danger of |ns servility?

> best:w ble to obtain for ! : il J &
e transforming & % distingwshed layman™ | Bishop is a3 dependani on the

tian tenderness. Swrength-
& 4 high and responsible station, And '

'S¢ - | the spirit of Chiris
aud correspoidents of the Episcopal Re- | the spiritol Chris
Behop ot Crete.  Hence, too, the Church | the whole Church throughout the United s sp pirito

clergy and
rquires the solema VoW of obedience to ; States.



