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CURRENT COMNMENT. hI
hi

We often hear and read of the t

Iow birth-mate in France and in is

the New Engrland stetes conse- th
quent upon the growth of ma-e-

,terialism and licentiousness in g'i

those parts. Lt is therefore, to C

CONVE~RSIONS IN ENGLAND.

We leamu. from fie "Tablet" of
London, En gland, thaftichecfficial
retumus for the diocese of West-
minster and Salford show 'ii
2361 persons were received into
the Cntlolic Churci in. tIc Year
1897. From this an idea mny le
gnfhered of fie vast number of
Converts thougiont fIe whole
f England tint must lave eu-
tered tie one truc foid during
the period mentioned. Win if
is remembcred tint f hese con-
verts arc drawn lnrgcly, if îîot
nainly, froni t he highest intelîc-
ua], professional and social
enks in a countfry wherc, fromi
fire socnlicd Reformation. until
-omparntively recent times, fie
efaholic religioni and tiose wio
rofèssed if wcrc heid ini nimost
niversai defestation we cen
)etter appreciate fie marvelions
Irango tînt lias corne over fie
Englisl ind in ifs attitude fo
,afhoiicism. Many causes are
,outributing to tus happy con-
ition, of thingrs. Among these
)ne may be noted, namnely, f hat
he Englisi people have, especi-

lly since tIc epoci know ns fie
)xford Movement, turned to e
nore serions study of tic truc
istory of fie Reformation in
reir own. Country and as n conl-
;quencc thereof tic great tmuth
sbeginning to grndnelly icaven
he national mmnd tint tic
àurci wîîci to-day owns aile-

iance fo Rome fie centre of
atholic Unity is fIe truc
lurci of Oid Enginnd continu-

saytie ees, tatin oen ous and idenfîcal with fiat
fiat one of tic Canadien Pro- foundcd by St.Augusfine ini 597
vinces las tic lowest lîrti- and in whicl for almosf a thon-
rate of any country in tic sand yeers before flic Refarmm-
womid. Accordiug to tic officiai tion wns thougit of ticir Catho-
statistics tie iighest birli-rafe lic foreftiers lied worshipped.

And elongside fie growti of
in Ont ario for tic pasf five years t Znmt stc orltv n

las been 21.7 per tiousand
and in 1896, fie lest yenr for
whici we have tic figures,
tic rate was L91.2 Tic rate in
France, fie lowcst in Europe,
for fie saine year wvas 21.9 per
tliousand, and in Massndliussetts,
fie lowest of tic New England
states, 27.02- per fhonsnnd.
There is cerf einly mucl
food for reffection in tiese
figures, and fhey at least show
tiat fie momeists of Toronto have
no0 rigit ini flua regard et lenst to
point fie finger of scomui, as
they have been in tic habit of
doing, et France and New
Ergýland.

TI-LE WASTE 0F WAR.

A sîcil tirown from a twenty-
four-ton qnick-firing gun rushes
tîrongi fhe air et flic veiocity of
4,900 feet per second, sfriking ifs
oljcct witl a force equai to fliat
of 11,230 tons- falling one foot.
And yet, comparefivcly speakiug,
fhey are larmiess. Tins, during
fIe oue-day bombnrdmcnt of
Alexandrin by ,tic Britishi fleef of
twelve slips, lasting from 7 .m.
fo 4. 30 p.m., no lesflan 5,165
shelis w'ere tirown« mb othe
town, yct no more flan 800
Egy ptiens \7rere kiled-that is,
if fook, rougily speekiug, six
shelis f0 kili 0one man. Again,
during tic Frenco-German war,
fie Germans tlirew' 30,000 shela
înto Belfort, only killing sixf y
Freucimen, or 500 siclis fo kili
one Frenchmen. At Stmsburg, in
tie same wer, if fook igiteen
si.iis f0 kili every mani. And et
fIe siege of Paris 110,000 shelîs
only kiiled 107 and wounded
2091

growing apace, namely, tîrat thc
parliamenfnry religion, into an
enforccd ecceptaîrce of which
fie Englisi people were dre-
gooncd under fie barberons pen-
ai enactments fief disgmece fIe
stetute books of fIe Reformation
period, is but e pitiful human
makeshift for the Cet lulie faitl
of which tic nation lied been
robbcd by its iReformaf ion rulers
and f icir associate conspimators.
Anglicanism is to-day on ifs
trial as if ne ver wes before and
t hose wio are closely followiug
tic trend of events in fIe Estanb-
lishment, and note fIe stefe of
religions anerchy prevailing
fiere, as well ns tIc ut fer and
obvions absence of env authori-
fative voice capable of restoring
Iarmony from fie genemel chaos,
equire litf le more tien ordinary

penetration fo discern fiat ifs
very foundationr3 are fast crum-
bling away.

Writing some 80 years ago
Count de Maistre stated fIat lis-
tsorv for thc lasf 300 vears (i. c.
from flic Reformation) has been
oneC grand conspimecy egainst
t rut i." Tiose who have rend
Newmnn's "Present position of
Catholîcs ini Englend" eu appre-1
ciate flie stafement in ifs lear ing
on flic Reformation in f laf
country. But historical fictions,i
no mat fer by what power and
prestige tliey mey le bolstcred
np cannot endure forever. Mag-
ne est venitas et pmevalit. Asj
las lreedy been seid fie peoplei
of Englaud are revising fli i
history of fie eformation and
are gettiug et fIe truc fects,
whidli is lut enotier wey ofg
seying tînt flhe long reign ofi
misrepresenfation, siander andi

defamation of the Catholic reli-
grion in that country is approach-
in- its close. As a natural 'result
of this Catholies are coming
by their own. They are no longer
looked upon with distrusf and
suspicion, or mcgarded as aliens
in their owa country ; and in-
stead of their religion being
held to be, as in the unhappy
past, fie badge of servitude and
mental and moral debasement,
"'going over to Rome" lias now
become not only mether fsshion-
able but is regnrdcd as evidence
of flrst-ratc intellectuel ability
and high scholarly ettainmenfs
ini the person who thinks ont
lis way flere.

The number of personis who
lasf year joined the Churdli in
the two dioceses named, apart
from flic rest of England for
which we have not seen fie
official returns, is abundant
evidence that the prayers being
offered for Eugland's return to
Catholic faith are beariîîg fruit,
a consummation for whici
Cntholics evervwiere should
fervently pray.

NOTES BY TIFE WAY.

We have nothing but hearty
congratulations for the manage-
ment of the Winnipeg Indu striai
Exhibition and praise for the
excellence of their arrangements
whidi cnlminnfed in flic tremen-
dons success of the pest week.
0f course in an event of this
kind the weatler pînys an im-
portant part and fortunately the
elements fîmouglout the week
were most favorable, the only
possible ground for complaint
in this respect being the extreme
heat, whjcli at times was certain-
ly about ail tînt human nature
could endure. But weather is not
thc only consideration thet enfers
into tic success or failure of
such a gigantîc effair as tIc
Winnipeg Exhibition las now
grown to be. Unless fhe manage-
ment be tlioroughly up-to-date
and abreast of the times visitors
will be disapoinfed and the me-
suit wilI be disastrous îîot onlly
to fhe future of fhe show itself
but even to tIc eputetion of fIe
commnnnify in which if is held.
The fact, therefore, tînt fie tens
of tlionsands of strangers wlio
ftocked to fhe cify ail went
home tloronghly deliglfed with
the faim is not only a proof of fIe
able way in whicl fhe business
is maneged and of fhe complet e-
uess of al lte arrangements, but
if is a maffer fIat vitally affects
fhe best interests of Winnipeg
itself and puts ftle whole pupu-
lation under a debt of gratitude
to tIc Dimectors and tîcir eble
and enemgcfic manager, Mr. Heu-

Whilst treftig of this maffer
we would say fIat Mm. Heubadli
les now li ei management of
fie Exhibition long enougli to

bis tact in dealin g with the pub-
lic, and his executive ability in
arranging details of the show.
We are aware that, this
is the opinion of the gene-

1ral public and it must be a
matter of satisfaction to Mr.
Heubach to know that hîs efforts
meef with sucli widespread ap-
proval. Hie is to be congratnlated
too, on liaving Most able assis-
tants in bis general office staff
every member of which seems
to aim et satisfying everybody
and, wonderfnl to saY, apparent-
ly sncceeds ini doing so.

THlE WORK 0F RELIGLOUS

CONGREGATIONS.

The 'Semaine Religieuse," of
Cambrai, gives some statistics
which show how largely France
is indebted fo religious Congre-
gations. There are in the country
over 1, 200 congregations, coin-
prising 30,000 men and 150,000
women. These congregafions im-
part instruction to two million
children, xvithont receîving
from the budget a single son. In
Homes which they have estab-
lîshed they support 100,000 old
people, 28,000 of whom are
maintained by the Litt le Sisters
of the Poor. They educate 60,000
orphans, and the number of poor
and helpless to whom they afford
food and shelter in their refuges
and hospit ais may be set down
at 250,000. Were the State to
take charge of this indigent
multitude, if would be comn-
pelled, on a moderate calculation
and accomdiug to the rate of ex-
penditure in the "laicised"
hospiteis, to devofe to this pur-
pose nnnually no iess a sum tien
one hudTed and fwenty-five
million francs. And ye f ihe
G-overnment is ever seeking to
place fresh imposts on these
Congregations.-CATH. TimES.

HIUXLEY VERSTTS PROTES-
TANTJSM.

AIl the womid knows fiat
the aposties of Agnosticism
have destroyed the frail fonda-
dions on which the "Reformn-
tion" compclled the hereties fo
base their Chrîstianity and that
thev have made the stock Pro-
testant arguments in favour of
the tmuti of that religion simply
ridiculous in the eyes of the
reading public. The awkward-
ness of the position for members
of the Cliurch of England lies in
the fact thaf fie public, as re-
prcsented by the Press, f ake flie
Agnostîc philosophy scriously,
but merely smile indulgentiy on
even the migitiest champion of
the neo-A-iglicans. No efforts
of the mosf iearned Anglican
can persuade tic ordinary indi-
vidual that heelias any faculfies
to enable him to decide wlietlier,
for instance, God is tlie Anthor
of the Scriptumes or whetler
Our Lord's nature -.vas both di-

AT LAST!

"Notes an Queries" is flot a
Catholie publication, and if it
has a reputation for anything, it
is for impartial scholarship. This
makes ail the more notable the
recent statement in its pages re-
garding the character of Kiný
llenrv the Eighth and the mo-
tives which swayed the bluff
monlarch in overthrowing Papal
supreniacy.

"Notes and Queries" says:-
"One thing stands out clearly

enougyh: llenry was a worse man
than than even his dnemies have
hitherto deemed him. For there
wvas always a feeling that hie
mig-ht have to some extent per-
suaded himself that his first
marriagre was not good. That
theory cannot now be held. Lt is
also shown that hie was flot only
willing but alliions to do any-
thing whatever to please the Pope
if only the Pope would declare
the marriage 'lot. good. llad this
been doue, the Reformation
would prubably neyer have taken
place."

Which exactly has been the
Catholie contention ail along.
The controversialists do well to
note that the contention no
longer rests simply on Catholîc
statement. The article in "Notes
and Queries" was inspired by a
series of papers from the pen of
Mr. James Gairdner in the "En-
glish Historical Review."-Pres-
ton Catholic News.

TIS IS MY BODY."

London "Universe.",

Lt was Adam Clarke and Homne
who pretended that in the Syri-
ac ]an guage which onr Blessed
Lord nsed there is no word that
expresses "to signify," "to repre-
sent" or "to denote," and that
hence the verb "is" or "to be"
(in the words of the consecrra-
tion fonnd in the Gospel) lias a
figurative meaning.This became a
vemy favonrite argument with
Protestants, and you will find it
in their older countro versial books.
Lt disappeared when Nicholas,
Wiseman, then a young divine,
published lis "Syriac ilours" in
which he shows that the Chai-
deo-Syriac possesses no less than
forty words which signify "to re-
present.

The English language has only
four or five-the Greek and Latin
about the samne number. When
"Syriac Hours " appeared, Dr Lee,
Oriental professor at Cambrige,
wmote to say that Clarke and
Horne were quite wmong il,
the statement tliey had made
He was compelled to this out of
respect for his own reputation.
but he was silent until the fabri-
cation was "blownl upon."
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