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its meetings for some years was held within -its
walls. On more than one occasion also, bas the
University welcomed the Brititib Association for
the advancement of science, so that we may surely
inf'er, that she 18 ever ready when callcd upon, to
do homage to the cauqe of *science, and give to it
ail due and suitable encouragement. But this you
may feet inclined to acknowledge as natural,
thinking that the Universitiesand Col]eges of the
olden countries, are the appropriate nurseries of
science, its very guardians and keepers Have we
however, you maty stili ask, any field for snob pur-
suits-does our land, in its present state, offer scope
and opportunity for anythirig of the kind proposed ?
To tbis our reply is, others think so. It was only
the sommer before last, that sonie passed through
the Seutlement and proceeded northward - net
lured by prospect of gain-not attraeted by any
dazzling commercial speculation-yet fired, as was
obvious to ail who met them, with as ardent an
enthusiasm, and eager to overcome every obstacle
with Ibis oae ohject at heart. They wished, as
you wiil recollect, to gain a spot from whicb, as
they had ealeulatedl, they mighit obtain tbe best
view of a marvellous pbenornen<rn in the heavens *
Though ultimately sornewhat disftppointed in their
expectations, theirs was surely a praiseworthy amn-
bition, and you saw in them, that science bas ber
devoted followers, ready te encotinter on ber bebaif
any difficulties. The very saine summer, 1 found
on rny ai-rivai at Moose, that a traveiler bad pre-
ceded me,t and gone along the shores of tbe East
Main, sent cbiefly as ati Oologist or collector of the
egg-s of wiid birds, by the well known Smitbsonian
Institution. And we have yet another 1 in our
territory on the Mackenzie Riv.r, the Youcan, or
the shtores of the Artie Sea, who lias spent two or
three winters in those solitary regions, gathering
specimens of the inseots of the land for the saine
scientifie body. Besides these, there have been the
two fully organised exploratory expeditions-that
of the Br-itis4h Goverament under Capte. Pallisser
and Blakiston, with its Naturalist, Geologist and
Astronomer, and that of the Caradian Governnient
u~nder Mr. Dawson and Professor Hind, with its,
reports carefully drawn up and digested, and the
detailed results subrnitted to the observation of the
public. Such is apparentiy the judgment of others:
they survey the land and look into its treasures and
find something to rewvard their lahors.

Shall we however think only of strangers-have
7e no spirit of research among ourselves ? There
is one present on my right,li who in the midst of a
Iabori<>us life, bas often stolen hours from rest, look-
ing with curions eye int the minuter secrets of the
mysterie.sof nature, scrutinizingthe beauitiful texture
of the insect's wing, or analyzing and examining the
wild floorer of the Prairie or the Bity. Another too
there is holding thesame rank in the Ilon.'Company's
service, whose best energies have been given to the
cause for many a long year, %vho has pursued il;
unîntermittingly whether at Martin's Falls, at Norý
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way House, or as I Iast saw bim, full of the one
topic, on the shores of Lake Superior. Hlis naine,
for 1 allude to Mr. Barnston, is not nnknown in
Britain as that of a scientiflo collector, and bis con-
tribution of inseets fromn this eountry may be seeni
by nny in the Entomological department of the
British Museum. And we have one more recently
coine amoug us, wbo, accustomed to Societies of
this deqcription in Canada, bas not ceased to press
the eubject upon us bere. It is to the persevering
and iûdefatigable efforts of Dr. Schultz that we are
indebted for the presse meeting, and I only hope
that our zeal may correspond 'with bis warmest
anticipations. Let these be sufficient proofs to us
that iu the biisiest life moments may be seized for
high and elevated studies-studies which ia the
solitude of the wilderness carry with them their
own recompense.

But may wc not gain by combination, and find
that union is strengtb may we net by contagion
catch somethingof this ardour, mnay we not stimu-
late others8 by pointing ouI te vvbat bas already
been achieved ? Such would be sometbing of our
design in laying the foundation of a Scientific la-
stitute. Our object wvould be threefold : to encour-
ag? study-to communicate and diffuse informationi
-and to colleot resuite. To enlarge upon these
objects would be unnecessary, and an unwarrant-
able encroacliment upon your time. The casual
walk, the tedious journey over land, or the mono-
tonous trip by canoe, might be clothed ivith inter-
est, if the eye were occupied like tbe bee, in
gaîhering treasure 1'from every epeuing flower,"
and if each rock overbanging the Lake or- lying in
the bed of the Rapid, were made te tell its tale.
It would be something to learu te use the eye te
become the feeder of the niind. The knowlIedge
se acquired in the sut-mer ramble would be the
store to be digested, to be shared and diffused
abroad during the winter. There would be mat-
ter enough for the Lecture te occapy it8 long eve-
nings, aod the desire for information would grrow,
as the supply become more plentiful and of a bet-
ter quality. And definite progress would be marked
by the accumulation of specimnens:- and when stran-
cers visîted us, we should be ableý te exhibit to
îhem, in somethinig of shape and order, tbe vast
variety of fowl to be found on our-lakes and rivers,
and of insects whicli flotter in the air, as well as
soine of those mineraIs (of wbich w.e now hear
more) to be dug eut of the bosom of the earth. In
ai of these departments too a system or inter-
change would soon become established: we sbould
act on the principle of giving and taking, and,
while sending off some of the products ofour owa
land, we should receive in retura soime gifts from
abroad. My own wisb would be te make the baes
of our Institute as bread as possible. What a
large number of societies affect elsewbere, a single
society must, for a time at least, do here. We
must, therafore, embrace an extended range of
subjects. Natural IIistory would of course occupy
a leading place witb its almost undefined limita:
Botany and Geoi<cgy ivould foiiow, which bave 130w
obtainad for themselves an indapendant position,*
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