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great advanta.ge: besides this, to the publAie gene-
* ?ally, it would afflrd an opportun ity of viewing the
eare treasures and curiosities which have been gath-
ered here at so mucb labo)r and cst. For theser and
other important reas>fl, therefore we regret that the
tr'ustees have resolved that tbey would flot be justi-
lied in allowing the collections Of the Museum to bc
opened at any hour vich wrould require gas.light.

Upon first considering the resolution which bas
been comes te by the trust.es, most p ërsons will ex-
perience zistonishmcut and some alari ab the late
Mtr. Braidwood's account of the inflammable nature

ma building whicî lbas been erccted by so large an
outlav ln our o wn daYs. By tha,,t'gcntlem.in's
report, this museu m-which contains pricelcess trea-
bures of the -,vorld'ti art, o1ýjects, îvhich, if destroyed,
could ncver be replaced ; the rare manuscripts, the
chronicles of history, and the stories of' old and new
wvorld learning, the real value of wbich cannot bc
e.itim;tted by any standard cf price ; the records of
the famed cities'cf antiquity, whose glories have for
centuries been laid in the dust; the relies of dynas-
tics vwbicb bave passed away ; and examples of the.
arts cf m-any ages, whiclh are so useful to the historian
and artist; the collection cf objects cf natural bis-
tory ; the etore cf prints, Nlrawings, &c.-is, if it
would be exposed te danger fromn gas-ligbiting, at
any time liable, even at present, to risk fromn negleot,
accident, or a epirit of misehief. These are uucom-
fortable reflections, and cause persous to inquire how
it bas occurred that a buailding inteuded for sucb
purposes, bas net been se constructcd as to be
perilectly safe from the danger of fire. At the
present time there aie 8team.-works and fires belov
for the purpose of heating and ventilating the new
reading room, print room, &o. : there are aiso fire
stoves in the manuscript and other dcpartmnents, and
in the private rooms cf the oficers. We mention
this for the purpose of suggesting that if the sbadow
oif risk exista cf the burning cf tbe contents cf the
iluseum, ne time sbould b5e lest in making those
alterations wlaich will prevent gas-liglit, or any etber
Iind of light, from doing damage. The floorings,
ruch- as thatt cf the King'a library, the bookeases,
staircases, (if any sncb exist,) rafcers, or other in-
flammable parts of the structure, sbotnld, %vithout
delay, be reînoved, and others of a more safe descrip-
tion substituted.

While aecnowledging,, the great experience of AMr.
]3raidvood, in connection with fires, ive cannotaduait
that ay great extra amount cf danger would result
froni the ligliting of the British Museumi vitb gas,
provided tLîat thîs is carefuhly and properly managed;
and, in fact, unlee the electrie light sbould become
avaibable, by mns of the esperiments wbicb are
constantly being carried on by men cf science in
various parts cf the world-without the use cf gas,
the British Museum will net beconie a means cf
enlightenment te the artizans and numereus other
classes cf the metropolis wbo cannet spare the work-
ing heurs for the purpose cf pursuing those studies
whieh îvould advance tbemn in skili and intelligence.

At the Kensington Mluseim, gas-lighting le used
with safety and good effeet.

It wilI be impossible te oppose for much longer the
8trong voice cf publie opinion on this subject: the
intelligence of the people is rapidly impreving;-
and iens muet be taken te render sncb establish-
mente as the British Museunm accessible at hours
conveulit te *the induetrions classes cf London-
London Builr.

iet [l iIa il F -oit
TIhe rIlti-s1à Censas of Aprifl,ý 1861.

The population of Great l3ritain Nvas estiniated ab
7,ô92 ,000 in 1751.

The population of Great Britain was l;-hen enume-
rated in 1801, and amourited to 10,917»00, and
witb that of Ireland united with ber, made above
16,000,000. Notwitlistanding the war the pôpula-
Lion increased, as the census showed, ab the rate of
two te thrce millions every ten years until 1841.
Then immense emigrations took place; there wvas sa
depopulining famine in Ireland, which had an im-
perfect pour law, and choiera was epidemic; yet
the population of Great Dritain was augmented by
2,308,000, and although the population of Ireland
fell ooe, the people of the United Kingdom amounted
to 27,724,000 in 1851. There wilI be no investiga.
tion as to the l"religions profession> of any one.
,rhat inquiry, when proposed last year, bavirig been
met with generetl disapproval, wue abandoned by
the government.

Viial Statistis of Scollancd.
The Registrar-General for Scotland, wbio bas

bitherto iss;ued no detailed annual reports, has just
commenced the series, beginning witb bis first. year
of office, 1855. Taking first the births, the superin-
tendent of statistics calte attention to the cîrcuin-
stance tbîLt the proportion of boys born to girls is
greater in the rural districts than in the bovins, in.
wbicb, indeed, in that year, the illegitimate boys
born wiere absolutely fewer in number than the girls.
This is attributcd te a residence in towns weakening
the ph ysical strength of parente, and it is considered
a rule so established as te Ilf'ord a valuable hint te,
those who desire maie progeny." It would appear
from the year'8 returns, that, though marriages are
mucli fewýer in Scotland than in England, yet, when.
Scotchwomen do marry, tbey are much more prolifie
than the English. Some rather curiousimatrimonial
statisties are supplied. It is remarked that widows,
marrying baclhelors, selected, as a general rule, bus-
bands youinger than themselves; Ilthe slatus wbich
the widow had acquired by her former marriage
presented inducemnents to the unsettled batchelor,
which gave the widovr a great advantage over ber
uuînarried siters; and, as power is dear to every
beart, a younger member of the opposite sex iras
selected, as mure likely te icave that power lin her
band than if the chosen second husband had been
lier senior ln yeabrs.> The Scotch stand the educa-
tional test vrell; 80.6 per cent. of the men wbo mar-
ried, and 77.2 of the mromen sined their naines. In
England, in the saine year, the proportions wiere 70.5
and 58.8 The deaths in the year (a year of more
than average mortality) were only 206 deathe ia

10,000 persons, showing Scotland to be one of the
7ery heal1thîest countries on the face of the globe.
The a&nual per centage of deatbs to population is
stated thus:- Scotland, 2.06; England, 2.21 ;France,
2.36 ; Belgium, 2.52; J-Iolland, 2.76; Prussia, 2.83;
Spain, 2.85; Sardinia, 2.91. Some points of interest
in relation te diseas1e and mortality are noticed.
Ineluding the secondary diseases, twice as many
women died froin childbirtb as in Eneland. This

is thought not mueh attributable to distance froin
media ad, and the question is raised whether it is
net owing te certain anatomical conformations. It


