
The Novitiate of a 7esuit.

ions. It was not a capricious temperament I

that induced one of their Popes to suppress

the order, and thereby deprive the Church
of her ablest defenders; but it was a whole-

some fear of that servile obedience which

the Jesuit pays to his Superior that actuated
both Pope and governments in their pro-
ceedings against the Society. Kings and
Popes have ever been aware that the

Jesuit, whilst professing allegiance to
theim, owns in reality no other sovereign
than the General of his order.

A thorough obedience on the part of the
inferior being essential to the success of
the order. no pains are spared. nor device
left untried, that iay have the efTect of in-

culcating a servile submoission to authority
in the mi nd of the novice. IIe is taught ta
look upon himself as a mere machine. or
as the rule-book lias it, "l An old man's
staff, which may be laid aside or taken Up-
as its owner may desire." SucI is the
vile subnission that I4natius de Lovola
exacted from bis folowers. and such i' the
blind obedience that his faithbful children
in every part of the world are ever readv to
nav to authority. Cani we wonder, then,
that the historv of nations is full of the
crimes of men. who, looking upon them-
selves as mere staffs, are ready for any ser-
vice. either to support a friend or wound
an eneny? What respect have sucb men
for "the still. smiiall voice of conscience "
whose only rule of action is tlewill of their
Superior ? What care thev for the precepts
of religion when the coinniand of their
Superior is ahove ail religion ? Whben

they are tauglht to see Jesus Christ in the
person of him in authoritv over thein. how
dare thev withlihold their hand when thev
receive the commaid to strike? It is tnot
inan but Christ that coiniaîids: what is
left lien but to ohev?

This blaspiemiv, ross as it nay seeni.

is found in their rle-books. aind is the
essence of the instruction vhi;ch a young
mian receives in one of their novitiates.
The great value of suchi obedience in the
sight of God is always illuAstra4'd by facts
taken from the " Lives of tbe Saints,"
vhich thev use in confirniation of tliir
peculiar doctrines, as a ninister of the

Gospel would enploy a textof Scripture to
pirove some great truth of' (hris.tian ity.

Many are the stories related of Jesuits that
have walked across large rivers when told
to do so by their Superiors. Others have

watered dried-up posts, until, wonderful to
relate, in reward for their obedience, those
posts have become beautiful trees! Some

have seized raging lions, others panthers

and leopards. without receiving any injury,
mîanifesting therebv God's approval of

their blind subnission to the will of their

Superiors. It is also related of Francis

Xavier, the great Apostle of the Indies,
that his bodv. many years after hi< death,
was obedient to the conmmand of the Jesuit

that assisted at the amputation of one of

his arms, which they were about to send to

Roime as a present to the "l IIoly Father."

'lie Saint was at first unvilliiig that hi,

blod y slould he deprived of a limli, and

kepit the ami so fiimly fixed to his side that

ail their eflorts to reimove it were in vain.
The father lad at len gth to resort to a stra-

tagen. Remembering how submissive

that bodv was. during lifetime, to the voice
of autloritv, lie cried out in a comnanding
tone: "Francis! I bid you, through the

spirit of ' holy obedience,' to permit us to

perforni the task that our Superiors have
enjoined upon us." Those words had im-
mîediately a nagical effect. Life took
once more possession of the bodv, which
extended, of its own accord, the arm, and

the amputation of the limb was easily
effected. These and manv other equally
improbable stories are related in the books
that the novices read everv day, and are

interspîersed in the lectures delivered daily
in the novitiate by the Father Master him-
self. It is unnecessarv to state that these

lving tales are helieved by manv of the
novices, whose gullability in this respect is
re'allv surprîsng., and who are therebv in-
cited to initate the obedience of those
saintly men, hoping, no doubt, that they,
toO, m'ay one day cross a river in this novel
faslion, or at least die in the renowned
"odor of sanctity." Superstition is thus

fostered and strengthened in their minds,
in ordur that the beneficial effects of the
extensive learning that many of them
afte2rwards acquire may be thereby coun-
teracted. As a Jesuit with a spirit and

will of his own would be considered a
monstrosity, every means is adopted to


