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may be termed a specialty of mnany bouses in the

United States-hardware, general household furnish-
ings, including washing machines, wringers, etc' the

firm o! G. Hardy & Go., of Nottingham, England, tells

the Amenican consul in that city, Mr. MclFarland, that

although the import of American furniture is on1 the

increase there ;

We have great difficult>' in getting the inanufacturers ta

conform, ta Englisli styles. We think that if these people

would pay a lîttle mare attention ta English requirements,

there would be ver>' mucii more trade donc in this country,

and the demand would assume large proportions. The differ-

ent requirements of the English trade are of a verytiln

nature, but, if [the 'differences are] not carried out, serions>'

affect sales here. The English people are sf111 prejudiced

agaînst Amenican goods, because the fauît had been miade of

shipping aver a ver>' comman grade. What is wanted here is

a good mediumi qualît>', flnished in the bcst style, but sent

cver absolutely in the white-that is, unpalished. The Amer-

îcan polish is far toa thîck and rough for the Euglish require-

ients. It is hiable ta get chipped in transit, and, when here,

it ia impassible ta make gaod without entirel>' repolishing.

The Englisi designs are ver>' little differcut frin the Amer-

ican, but we do hlot sec so man>' applique carvings. The

Anierican exparters semri ta be res'erved [apparently he does

nlot like ta call thetn stubborn or carelessi, 'and wl1 flot alter
thc smailer details.

The warning is given by this Goverîsînent officiai

that the wood o! which United States furniture is made

isý seasoned far too dry for the English climate, and a

few months after the Amenican wood arrives it begins

toý swell and becomes badly distorted. And hie recom-

niends the shipment of bedroom suites, dining, tables

and most other furniture, "knocked down and in the

white." It muet be of English design, or modified to

suit English taste, propcrly seasoned, and hie would

have it polished on arrivai in England. It is (1uite

probable that the British agencies of the Canadian

Furniture Association have already f ound. out and pro-

fited by much that Consul MacFarland here describes.

But the warnings given can be taken note o! with

advantage by others amnong Canadian exporters.

"POOR .PAY."

A man requires some boldiss to, lecture womnen

uponi their duties-unless hc be a rninistcr of the Gos-

pel, and therefore privileged. Here is one who writee:

'Whierever you find a feminine industry, there you

will find a ledger full of unpaid accounts." The man

wvho says thie is Edward Bok, ini the Ladies' Horne

Journal. And hie adds:- "Tradespeople, in general, con-

side-r women as 'poor pay.' " This is not because they

are unable to pay, but because they are negligent of

their bille and procrastinate in paying thiem. We

quicte further: "The vast majority of sheltered women

scem to have no conception of the auxieties, trouble,

pcverty, suffering, privation, injustice and posi-

tive cruelty which they directly inflict upon

hardworking 'women by a carelesseness in

promptly meeting their buis. If this practice wvere

confined to the few, one miglit dismiss it with a shrug

or a sigh that it existed at all. But it applies to the

majority of women. Let a wornan look into this mat-

ter carefully, and she will bie surprised at the evile

wbieh result from thie careless disregard of oblige.-

s poke strong words of a like kind not long ago. Aln4
hie, too laid the severest blamne on the well-to-do and

ricli, givîng instance after instance where struggling

milliners, deserving dress-makers, as well as mechanics,
milkmen, hooksellers. artîsts, were sorely put about

through, the non-payment of accounits, which need cost
the rich and careless debtor no more than the writing

of a cheque. There is reason to believe that middle-class

and even poor women, afford an excellent examnple ta

their richer sisters in paying tradespeople, sem-p-

stresses, or artizans for their labors or their wares.

This is probably because they realize, better than those

whose incomes are counted by the thousands, that the

weekly wages of the worker, the rnonthly sales of the

small grocer or baker, must be paid regularly if his

bouse rent or coal bill shall be met. Mr. Bok is not

far wrong, then, when'he tells of the evils which resuit

fi om the careless disregard of small. tronetary oblige.-
tions.

RELATIONS WITH THE WEST INDIES.

We anticipate that when the. president and the secretary of th,
Canadian Manufacturers' Associationi shail have returned from thelh

projected trip to the West Indies, tbey will afford us a very mdc

langer fond of information as ta the. requirements of tiie public ther4

upon which ta base wbst, it ta ta b. hoped, wtt! sprlng into a very cou

siderable tradp between Canada and that other portion of the, Britisl

emapi 1re. As it ta, however, we may galber some very useful hints froti

such commercial agents' reports as that of Mr. G. Eustace I3urkt

recentiy presented ta the, Dominion Government. As that gentiemai

points out, Canada uinfortunately does but littie trading with Janmaic8

most of the food consum.ed, and by far the larger portion of the dres

matenial and shoea worn in titis land coming from the United Stat&

which has a very considerable advanlage naturally in geographice

proximil îy. Apant froni ibis advantage, however, there is one conditio

which mugit easily, and shouil, be changed- The Amnericans pay sansa

attention ta the requiretuents of the people, and send those things the.

need, whereaa Canadian manufacturersand exportera do not. W. hav

pointed out titis defect more than once before. and we are glad toltno,

liaI attempla have beeni made ta rectify it. But Canadiaris have nc

yet gone far enough. Pnobably the grealeat drawback ta the develoi

ment of satisfactory commercial relations between Canada and Jamaic

lies, however, in lie Iack of direct ahipping facilîties between the tw

countries. At present a considerable quantity of Canadian goods go t

Jamaic hy way of the. United States. and a large portion o! jamate

exports ta the Dominion passes also tlirough United States ports ,whlc

proves thal wtth a good rapid steamahip service Canadian an

.Jamactan goods could i. profitably intercbanged ta a mucii largt
estent than prevails at present. Mr. Burke has urged the. Jamac

Governnent ta juin with that of this country in snbstdizing saine suc

lin, of steamships, but wie believe the. former Sunds ifs resources aaix

what severely taxed by already existing obligations.

Referring to the West Iadies as a whole, the Maritime Merchai

of the. 5h ifs. had an able article polnting out hhat what it conside

ta h. sanie absolulely essential changes wlll have tu be made before i

van hope ta develop an>' very important trade relations with that brani

of tiie Empire. Thre. conditions have ta i. borne lu mnd: W'e ahi

have ta remave the. prejudice ln favor of Amen-ican gooda; we sh;

have to shift the, supply business froin New York and ailier Amerloý

bouses, to Halifax, St. John and ailier Canadian bouses. We sh
have ta made Canada a good markret for Weat Indian sugars. T

last mentlnned probleIn la the mosl important, the otiers iinging up

it. Sa far as fhe writer o! fiat article can see, the. anly plan ta purs

la for our Governielit ta impose a countervaillng duty ou Europe

bounty-fed sugars. withouf demnandlng an>' tariff compensation fa

the West Indies. This, it 15 believed, wauld imniediatel>' open ur,

large markiet ln this country for West Indlian cane sugars. and it wok

ha a steady ane, wich is one of the chie! desiderata at prese

Nafurally, there would b. a jasa of revenue, as neani>' ail aur sugar n

cornes frin Europe and pays full duty. But, lu vlew of the. larg

increased trade wbleh would ensue, and iu vlew of th. very gr

advantage ta a portion of the, Emir~e whose treatment in the, past I

certain>' beeu ufair, it is thaughl t1hat the. Canadian Gavernut

should aubutit to suci a loss wltb ood <race.


