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1Votc 5 a%&\Co\r~r
While tiiere was nothing par-

tictilarly brilliant in the Hon. J. C.
Patterson's administration of the
Militia Department, members of the
force will regret bis retirement.
While lacking the practical miii-
tary experience which we hold the
Miîister of Militia and. Defence
should be possessed of, Mr-. Patter-
son made a very respectable and
useful minister indeed, One thing
the force discovered, lie as ini
earnest. He did flot accept the
Portfolio merely to fil a gap, ini-
tending to be a niere salaried figure-
hiead. He was determined to do
the best -he could for the nillitia
unider existing conditions, atid to
carry out bis wishes intelligently

lie industriously set himself to work
to post himself on the organization
and requirements of *the force. The
militia had considerab!é confidence
in him, for it was soon discovered
that his word could be depended
upon. The improvements lie in-
augurated were, it is true, of the
tinkering character which have be-
coîne traditional ini the department,
but it was scarcely to be expected
that with lis lirnited knowledge of
the requirernents that lie would
undcrtake to shoulder the responlsi-
bility of introducing the mucli-
xîeeded sohieme of re-organization.
Had lie remiained at the head of the
departinent mucli longer greater
things would nlatturally have been
expected of hini. As it is he was
one of the best mninisters we have
ever 1iad, and that is scarcely say-
ing enougli, for truly it is nlot mucli.

According to ail accounts Mr.
Dickey is to te the new ininister.
Whoever it is, it is to be hoped that
lie will be a manî of soine practical
experience in the militia and with
a determiination to put the force on
a thoroughly efficient footing. The
niinister who adniinisters the miii-
tia into satisfactory shape will de-
serve well of the Dominion.

One of the first duties of the new
minister will be to 611l the vacancies
in the permanent force. Will lie
give the commissions to influential
inconipetents or select either gradu-
ates of the Royal Military Colege
or else officers who have nmade a
mark for themselves in the Activé
Militia ? We shahl be able to gauge
the new administration pretty well
by the result, so let us ail watch.
The charge of lack of inaterial to
choose froni caunot be made this

time, for somne of the best graduates
the R. M. C. ever turned out are
among the applicants for these com-
missions.

A reader sends me a letter which
appeared in the New York Herald
of a recent date, which lie points
out supports very strongly the
arguments in these columns against
the total abolition of display par-
ades. Trhe letter is certainly vety
American in style, but it puts the
case strongly. It is signed Il Vet-
eran," and reads as follows:-

IlI amn an old soldier. I amn a member
of the National Guard of tis State,
having served in every position, and now
occupy a high onie. Ail the talk going
on about forced marches, camup, riot
duty. etc., is siniply wasted euergy. A
week's tour of camp is ail that we require
i the way of hardship, unless we are

conipelled to.' What tbe guard want to
induce respectable young men to join is
a littie more street parades. where they
cati show themselves to their girls in
uniforni. The vainer the mian the better
soidier lie is ; this I know fromn experi-
ence. Give nme a company of dandy
soldiers. I 'will face four times their
nunibers in iower grade. What the
guard wants is to elevate the tone of its
niembers-niore gala days, with bright
bunting, girls and mien applauding, a
grand hurrah. 'Did you see me to-day?'
«'Was I not the best of the whole bunehP
'Didn't we do flue?' &c. General Eui-
nions Clark conducted the Seventh regi-
ment on that basis for twenty five years.
Look at it to-day. A soldier is au actor
and loves applause and is vain."

Anîong the diverse objects diss
played in the new museumn of the
Royal United Service Institution at
the opening by His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, was one which
had no0 antiquarian or historical
associations, but which deservedly
attracted attention and careful in-
spection. It was the trunk of a
tree, seventeen inches in diaineter,
which had been cut completely
across in fifteen seconds by the fire
of a small-bore Maximi machine
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