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It is stated that one of the officers of
the Cavalry School is to bc sent to Ings
land for a course. It app-ars manifestiy
absurd to send officers to England untif
they have Iearned everything possible that
is to be leamad in Canada. Why do these
officers not take the “long course” at
Kingston first, then on to England after-

wards.
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It is to bo sincerely regretted that the
discussion brought out by Sir Frod Middle-
ton’s articles in the United Service Maga-
zine should have degencrated into & mu-
tual What

promised to have been a most interesting

reeriminations tournamont.

and historically valuable discussion threat-
ens to develop Into a thorou.r.;llly disgraces
ful personal squabble. It certainly 18
neither dignificd nor necessary tor officers
and gentlom n Yo couch theiv statements of
fact in Dharshly offensive terms. It is
b.yona b.l1ef that General Middleton would
wsvrite a deliberate lie in an article sure ta
brought to the notice of every surviver of
the North-West Field Force, It is all o
quostion of the General’s veracity on the
pont about th: proj ctad withdrawal from
Batoche during the' first day's fightingt.
The G.n-ral in his narveative said that some
of his semor officors advis:d withdrawal,
but that he doeided to stay and hght it
out. Lt.-Col. IInughton says, and unquos-
tionably he is rieht, that h» and Dr. Qrton
and the Jate Lt.-Col. Williams opposcd the
withdrawal. Dut there were other senior
olficers pres ne; the olficers on  whoso
counsel the Goneral chielly relied, and Sir
Fred will probably explain in good time
that it was those officers who advised Lim
to withdraw.
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There fas been such a turning of  the
phroses on this watt.r of th: proposed,
withdrawa) or retirom nt that somehow or

another the idea appears to have becomey

general  that  the  proposal  to  re-.
tire was, from t}» first., a very
ill-advised il nwot an actually  coward-

Iy one. Such is not th: case. When Gen-
eral Middleton [oft his prairis camp that
May moraing to march through the into-
vening brush woo:l on to Latoshs the tents
were Jeft stan:ling, the transport train re-
maiacd in zar.ba and the men carried their
day’s rations in their harvostsacks. Thoe
Prince Albort scouts wire such an infernal
lot of prevaricators that Middl ton did not
know what was ahead of him;  whother

Batoche was imprognable, whother it wae

devoid ot defences, whether Ric! had five,

hundred or fiftcen thousand fighting
with him, or whoth r Ri 'l was in Datoche
at all. Some of thos2 who thought they
knew said that th: mere sight of Middle-

toa's forct would stamp de the half-breeds.
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Other, and those were the most numerouss
party, declared that it would need at least
three thousand m:n to capture Batoche.
The General had considerably less than a
thousand eff etive fighting men with him.
Clearly, ‘then, th: General’s idea from the
very start was to rctire on his camp if
he found the half-breeds too firmly en-
ttranched to disloge them casily.
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The march on Batoch> was really a re-
conugisane: in forer. I re, be it remembes-
¢d, Middleton's orders were to put down the
uprising with us liitle ioss of life on dither
¢ide as possible. If he could not casily get
into BDatoche with th: foree he had he was
to wait for the rcinforcements on their
way to the front. But th: reconuaisance
attack

when the infantry and artillory got engag-

at once developed into a genceral

ed, and a retirement then would doubtless

have been bad tactics. The General at one
time after his foree got seriously cogageds
had an idea of

certainly must have

withdrawing, for the ammunition and am-
bulanee waggons were formed up in a eol-
umn on tho trail headed towards the camp,
Lutl he piobably took this st p at the urg-
inx of som. of his oificers ; for one who was
pres nt says that there was a very gene:al
impression that the best thing to be done
was to r.tire, No headway was being made
an:d mer werd being killed and wounded and
ammunition exp nded apparently to no pur-
pose. At two o'clock in the alternoon, in
spite of mumerous casualti.s, the advanced
lin: was comsiderably in rear of the position
where the A Battery guns had been in ae-
tioa at the time the rebel attack developed
in the morning in carnvst. This did not
look as thouzh th: Novth-West Field Foree
was doing much good by remaining on the
brwsh-fringsd and  pit-oneireled plateau
ubove Batoche. M antime the present dis-
cussiont might L: usciul if thos participat-
ing would drop painful p orsovalitizs.
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So circumstantial was the aceount cabled
over from America of the escapade of  the
three franties who had explosive designs on
th: historic 01d N 1 on's monument in Mont-
real, that almost universal crodit was
givin to th:stat ment :hat these men were
officers of the Canadian Militin. Great,
therefore, jg the pleasure with which it is
learat, on the authority of the Canadian
Ailitary Gazetts, that not ons of the three
younz donksys concorn d were at the time
of their silly prank, or at any athor time,
membere of that patriotic body.—United
Servier Gazette.

News of the ewvice,

NOTE.~—Our readers ace respectfully requested to contribute to
this depactment all items of Military News affecting their own
corps, districts or friends, coming under their notice. Without
we are assisted in this way we cannnt make this department as
complete as we would desire,  Remember that all the doings of
every corps are of general interest throughout the entire militia
force.  Youcan mail alarge package of manuscript, solong as not
enciosed in an enveiope, forone cent.  Atany rate forward coples
of your local papers with all references to your corps and your

comrades. Address,
EDITOR, CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE,
P.0. Box 387 Montreal, Que,

TORONTO.

The smoking concert held Feb. 9th by the
sergeants of the Royal Grenadiers in  their
meas-room, Qu2en street west, was in every
respect & success,  About four hundred
membeors and friends of  the regiment
were prosent. Staff-Sergt. Ewart ocenpied
the ehair. The following took part in the
excellent vocal and musical programme pre-
scated @ Mossrs. C. Musgrove, J. Smith, Val-
lary. B211, Carmichazl, C. Martin, Corrigan,
Chandler, II. Sole, T. Carlyle, Kirkpatrick,
W. Moody, J. Manning, Harvey, T. Carru-
thers, Anderson, Glionna, Burch, Piggot,
Makenzie, Clegg, Clowey, Fenton, Phillips,
E. Burton, Twigg, Grant, McIntyre, and the
Royal Grenadiers band. A four-round con-
toet botween Messrs, Pratt and Crawiord
brouaht the affair to a closo. Among the
eueets present were ¢ Lt.-Col. Dawson, Maj.
ITay. Capt. Boyd, Capt. MacKay, and Capt..
Tretter.

The inclement weather had no effect upon
the bLiaw lads of “E” Co., 4Sth Hichlanders,
who held th ir annual dinner at the Met-
ropole, Feb. 9th. Thoy turned out in full
foree, and did justice to the good thinge
provided. Colour S:rgeant D. W. Smith
officiat:d as chairman. and accomplished
his dutics admirably. H» was ably assist-
ed by Vier-Chairman Private J. G. Cane.
The followine was th- toast list :—“The
Quaen,” “The Canadian Militia,” “Our Com-
manding Officer and Staff” “Sistor Corps,”
“Ouwr Guests,” “Th2 Ladies,” and “ The
Press.” The cussts from other city corps
were :—Captain Gosling and Color-Sorgeant
Boranst, of ths Royal Grenadiers ; and Col-
or-Sergrant  Lemnox, of the Queen's Own
Rifles. Durinz tho evening many of those
pres nt added to the enjoyment by their
rendering of voral and instrumental music.
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The annunl mretineg of the Sergeants!
M:gs, Quren’s Own Rifles of Canada, was
held on Monday evenine, Jan. Tth. The fol-
Jowine were elected ag the Board of Man-
agem-nt for the current year: President,
Col.-Soret. J. G. Lanzton ; Viee-President,
Qtaff-Sergt. R M. Williams ; § crotary, 8gt.
J. L. Hopwood ; Treasursr, Sxrgt. I. C. Al-
lum ; Sup~rint 'ndent of Refreshments, Col.-
Soprgt. 8. E. Cunningham ; Commiticemen,
Serat. B, AL Aear, 8 ret. Wm. Meadows, and
Seret. T. M. Cramp ; Auditors, Sergt. J. E.
Thompson and Sorert. G. S. Pearey.
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At the arcond annual meeting of the 48th
Hirhianders on Jan. 30th, th~ following
committoes were elec’ed for 1894 : Regi-
mental.Capt. Macgillivray,Capt. Rovert-
con and Licut. Orchard ; Rifl~, Major Mac-
doaald. Major TI'nd rson and Licut. Ram-
eny : Band. Major Croshy, Capt. Machic and
Capt. Munt r; Mces  and  Entertainment,
Capt. MTnrdie, Dr. Dam~ and Licut. Mitchell;
rezimental secretary-treasurer, Capt. Mae-
gillivary. ’ |



