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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, ¥

MY DIAMOND STUDS.
(From ihe New York Metropolitan Record.)
# Dijamonds of & most proved water."— Peritles.

¢ Sir,’ said a stranger, * those studs are mine.’

We were alote together, face to face. The
train was flyiog on at the rate of thirty miles ap
bour, 1t was already vergivy towards evenng,
and we were about haif way between Liege and
Brussels.

T sbrank back ito the farthest ecrner of wy
little compartment and stared at im. His hair
was dark, and hung 1n long loose locks'; bis eyes
were wild and brilliant ; and be wore an ample
cloak with a high fur collar. T thought the man
mest be mad, and 1 turned cold all over.

¢Did you speak, sir ' I found courage 1o say,

¢ I spoke, eir.  You wear a set of studs—dia-
ronds set 10 colored gold— very graceful design
—slones of an excellent water ; but—they are
not yours.’

¢ Not mioe, str P

The stranger nodded.

1 bad. purchased theru ouly a week before.—
They captivated me Irom the window of a jewel-
ler’s shop in Berlin; and they cost me—no, |
dare not say what they cost me, for fear my wife

should chanre to see Lins article.

1 tack out my pocket-book, and Landed the
bill ta the stranger.

He just glanced over it, and returned it to me,

¢ see, he said, shruggng his shoulders, * that
they appear to be yours by right of purchase ;
but nevertlheless they belong to me" by right of.
izhentance. I can make this clear to you very
eastly, if you choose to bear my story; and no
doubt we shall presently contrive some plan by
which to settle the question of ownership.’

My leart sank within me at the cool certainty
of s voice and countenance.

s Shall T go on 7 he asked, highting a cigar.,

¢ 0, by all means,’ I replied. ¢I sball be de-

Aigbted.’
He smiled ommously to himself ; then sighed
and shook Iis head ; passed his fingers twice or
 thrice through his locks; crossed his feet de—
tiberately on the opposite rushons: and fixiog
bis eyes full upon me, thus began:
s Though a native of Russia snd borp in St.
Petersburg. I am of Hindoo descent. My
grandfatber belong to the province of Hydera-
bad; but, travelling thence while yet a young
man, established limself at Balaghaut, and be-
came a worker in the great dizmood nunes com
mocly kncwn as the mines of Golconda. A
grave, silent, unsociable mao was my grandla-
ther, and fittle beloved by his fellow miners.—
The superintendent, hawever, placed great con-
 fidence in lim ; and by and by, being promoted
to the situalion of overseer, he married. The
~ ooly offspring of this union was Adju Ghosal, my
father. The Hindoos, as you must be aware,
place a Ingh value upon learnwg: and even the
poorest evince such a respect for education as
would do honor to the working classes of a more
enlighlened community. OF tuis feeling no man
in his position partook more largely than my
grandfather. Uninstructed himself, he was ar-
cently des rsus that bis son sbould ben2fit by ad-
vaplages which, generally speskwg, were ac-
cessible only ta the wealthy ; and 10 pursuance
of this ambition, seat Adjar Ghosal at the age ot
eleven vears to a large native academy at Bera
res. People wondered at first, and asked each
other what the thing meant, and whese the over-
seer found means to do it. ¢ Have you found a
lac of rupees lately 7" inquired one * Do you 1n-
terd to make a damond-merchant of the httle
Adji? asked another. But my grandfather
only held his peace ; and after a time the marvel
died away, and was forgotten. And thus eleven
more years passed on; and my fatber, atthe
age of twenty -two, was summoned home to Balag-
baut to receive the Jast beoediction of bis expir-
ing parent, - He found the old man stretched
upoo a mat, and almast speechless.
¢ Adjai,’ be murmured—* Adyai, my son, thou
art arrived in time — in good time ; for I could
- not have horne to die without seeing thee.?

My father pressed lis band i silence, and
turned bis face aside. '

¢ Adjan,’ said my father, ¢ [ have a terrible
secret to confide to thee : one which my soul re-
fuced to carry to the grave, Canst thou endure
to bear 1t 1>

My father urged bim to speak.

‘Itismy own shame to reveal it to tbee,
“Adyai ; but T bow my head to the punishmen’s

My son, T bave sinned.’ .

My father became more curious than ever.

¢ Thou wilt not despise my memory, Adjei.’

¢ By Brabma, no* said my father, raisiog bis

band to s head. :

¢ Then hearken,’ :

The o}d midor lifted biself upon his elbaw
and collected all his strength, My father koelt
down and listened.- . - . R

- * 1t happened,’ said my grendfather, © just
‘ th"lle_.-lnd-menty years ago, and I was then but
2 workiog - miner; I chanced ‘one day upon.a

vein of extraordivary rickness. DMy son, T was
tempted : the evil ooe  took powsession of wy
soul : T secreted five dinmonds, One was incal-
culably valuable—large thap a walou?, and. as
far as I could judge, of admirable water. The
other lour were about the smze of pear. Alas,
Adjai! From that hour I was a misersble mag.
Meny and many a time I was oo the poiot of
confessing the thelt ; and was as ireqrently de-
terred by shame, fear, avarice, or ambition. I
married, and a year after my marriage thou wert
bora. Then I resolved to dedicate this wealth
to thee, and thee alome ; to educale thee; to
earich thee ; to make thee prospercus and learg
ed ; and pever, never to profit 0 my own per-
son by sm.’

¢ Generous parent !’ exclaimed my father en-
thusiastically.

¢ When I took tiee to Benares, Adjzi,” con-
tinued my grandfather, *I sold one of the four
tmaller diamonds ; and with this | have defrayed
the expenses of thy education, I never spent
one fraction ot the sum uwpon myself ; and some
lew golden rupees of it are yet remawing.’

‘Todeed P said my father, who was listening
with the greatest attention. ¢ And the rest ot
the gems 2

¢ The rest of the gems, Adjai, thou cacst re-
store when I am goae.’

+ Restore !” ecbioed my father.

¢ Yes, my child. Thou hast'education. It
will make thee far happier than the possession of
1ll-gotten riches ; and I shall die o peace, know-
ing that reparation will be made. As for the
few remainiog rupees, I think, if thou ar not
over—scrupulous n the matter, thou migbtest
almost be justified in keeping them. They will
help thee to begin the world.’

¢ lndeed !* said my father, with s curiovs sort
of smile fatting about the coruers of lus mouth,

At this moment the old man changed color,
and a shudder’ passed over him, _

¢I—I have told thee just in time, Adjai,’ he
said felteringly. *I feel that—that I have not

.many monfénts'to live. Come hither that T may

give thee my blessing.’

¢ My dear. father,” said Adjai Ghossl, € you
have forgotten ta tell me where the diamonds
are hidden.’

* Troe,” gasped the dying mao. * You wil
find them, my son—you will find them~~but you
will be sure to restore them as scon asI:em
dead.’

¢ How can I restore them,’ said my father 1m
patientlp, ¢ unless you tell me where to fad
them ?°

¢ True—very true, my Ajai. Lok, then, in
the roll of mattiog which I use for a pillaw, and
there you will find the three smaller gems and
the larger one.
Adjal—my~mny—’

A rapid convulsion, a moan, a beavy !alling
back of the outstretched hands, and my grand-
father was dead.

The stranger broke off abruptly in lus story,
anc laid bis band upon my sleeve,

¢ And pow, sir, mid he, ¢ what do you sup.
pose my father did 7’

¢ Went into mournimg, perhaps,’ sard I deeply
interested.

¢ Nonsense, sir.
tin

He went to the roll of mat.

‘gAnd found the diamonds #*
¢ Not only found them, sir, said the stranger,
laying his fioger on Iis nose—¢ not osly found
them ; but—can’t you guess ?°

¢ Well, really,’ said I hesitatingly, ©1—that is
—if I should net be offending you by the sup.
position, T should guess—that he kept them.’

¢ Kept them, sir ! that’s 1t haid the stranger,
rubbing his bands trivmphantly ; f and, 1c my
opinion, he was quite right, too. Well, sir, to
continue. As soon as my veoerable ancestor
had been consigned to the grave, my father left
Balaghout for Calcutta ; and embarkiog tkere
on board a Russian vessel, sailed for St Peters.
burg. Arrived at that city, he consigned the
gems toa skillul artist, by whom they were
cut and polished. Sir, when cut and polished,
it was found Lhat the larger stome weighed
one hundred and ninety—three carats! My fa-
ther knew that lus fortune was made, and ap.
plied for en audience of the Empress Catharine
II. The audience was granted, and the diamond
shown ; but the Ewmpress was unwilling to ac-
cede to my father’s terms; and he, believing
that in time he should obtain his price, suffered
the matfer to drop ; took a beautiful mansion
overlookinz the Neva, naturalized himseif ss a
Russian subject, under the name of Peter Pe-
troflski, and patiently bided his time. :Thus
neéatly a. twelvemonth passed, sod my fatber,
whofhad long since parted with the last of his
golden rupees, began to feel nmervous. The
event proved, however, that he bad done wisely ;
for ke one.moruing received a summons to the
palace of Count -Orloff, and sold his diamond to
that poblemcan for the sum'of one bundred and
four thousand one hundred and sixty-aix pounds,

thirteen sbillivgs and -fourpences  Count Orloff

was then Catharine’s favorite , and to hef;, op
ber birthday, he presented this royal gtf_t, yome
few days after he made the purchase.’ .
¢ Js it possible,’ T exclaimed, almost breath-
less wilh astonichment—* 1s 1t possible that Bhese
are all facts 7’ X .

¢ Facte I echeed the stranger indigoantly.—
¢ Tarn to the article on diamonds in any ency-
clopelia, and convince yourself. Facts,.m
deed! Why, sir, that iestimable gem pow
adarns the scepire of hussa.’

1 beg your pardon,’ I saud bumbly ; ° pray.go
oo, sir.?

He seemed vexed, and remaioed silent; so |
spoke again,

¢ In what year did you say tins happened ¥

¢ In the year 1772, he replied, falling back
insensibly into his parrative. ¢ My fathe: now
found himself 1n a position to command mmedse
commercial 1nfluenca : so he embarked a portion
of bis wealth in the fur-trade, and became
process of ime one of the (oremost amaong the
merchant-princes of Russia. Durwg many
years be devoted himself utterly ro the pursuit
of riches ; for gold, T must confess, was my fa~
toer’s weak pomt. At last when iie bad of-
tained the reputatiocn of being at the same time
a m:lliopaire and an irreclaimable ofd bachelor,
he married ; married at sixty years of age, just
thirty-eight years from the time when he léft
Balaghaut. The object of his choice was a righ
wido v, io every way suitable as regarded moaey
and station ; an excellent womao, and the best
of mothers! T respect her memory,’

Here the stranger paused, and wiped his eyes
wih a very Goe combric h:zndkerchief, which
filed the cerriage with an overpowering perfume
of patchouli. ~ Presently, conquering bis emo-
lions, he resurned :

¢ But for my birth, which tock place within
two years from the date of my father’s wedding,
the newly created family of Petroffski must have
become extinct. As it was, therefore, my ap-
pearaoce was bailed with extravagant rejoicing. .
I was christened after my father, PeterPe-

&]

See—see the superintendent~ |

trofi-ki. My schoal-fellows called me Peter
the Second. I r.member little of my boyhood,
excepling that I had always plenty of roubles in
my pocket, 2 pony and a mounted servant to at-
tend me to and from school; and plenty of in-
dulgence frem all my teackers. No boy in the
academy played so msny pranks, or was so
readily forgiven as myself; but mnoey covers
a multitude of sins, especrally 1n St. Petersburg.

He paused for a mement, and 2 question which
bad long suggested itself to my mind rose to my
li; s, .

¢ You have not yet told me,” sad I, 7 what
your father did with the three smaller diamonds.’

¢ Sir, replied the stranger, ‘I am coming to
that presently.’ ) :

So 1 bowed, and waited n silence.

 From school I went to college ; and, as my
father’s position excluded me from the college of
nables, I travelled isto Germaoy, and studied
five years at the University of Heidelberg.

¢ Peter,” said my fatber, as we parted, ¢ re~
member what a priceless life is yours. Abaore
all things, my darling son, be careful not to 1n-
jure your health by over apphcation.’

Never was so good advice more scrupulously
followed. My studies at Heidelberg were plea-
sant rather (ban profound, and consisted chiefly
of rowwg, drinking, and fighting. By dint of
strict attention to these duties I earned for my-
self the rank of a © mossy-head 3 and indeed |
may say that T graduated in Bavarian beer, and
took out my degree i sabre-cuts. At length, 1
reached the age of twenty-one, and returned to
St. Petersburg just in time for my birth day.—
On this occaston my father threw s hause open
for a succession of dinper-parties, balls and sup-
pers. Qo the roornisg of the actos! day be call-
ed me into s study /signifying tbat be bad some-
thing to say and something to give me, A small
morocco case of triangular form was lying on
his desk. Trom the moment I entered the room
T felt convinced that thha was intended for me
and my attention, I fear, wandered sadly away
from the wise and affectionate discourse which
my father (leacing back complacently in lus
great arm-chair) was pleased to bestow upon
me. Hesaid a great deal about the extent of
his trade, and the satisfaction it was to him to
bave brought up a son who should- succeed him
m it ; informed me that from this day I was to

fill the position of junior parmer, with & muifi-

ceot "share ip -the yearly profits; and figally,
taking vp the mordcco case, bade me accept that
as an earnest of his parental love. 1 opened 1t,
and beheld a superb get of dramond-studs.—
Each ooe was a brilliant of the purest water,
and about the'size of an ordinary pea. -Thewr
value, I feel’ convinced, could not be less than
three bundred guineas of your Eoghsh moaey..
For some moments I was speechless with delight-
aod astooisbment, snd could scarcely’ staminer
forth a word of thanks, Toea my father smiled

a5 I could readily hquidate,and my father was

aod told me the bistory which 1 have just related

to you.. I bad never heard anything of l_l__:liu,be-\

fore. I kaew only the common story current
be city, that my tather had been a preat Hast-
erp merchant before be settled in Russia, and
that he bad eold & wonderful diamond to
the Empress Catherive m-ny years sgo.—
If, therefore, I bad been amazed before, [ was
now still more so, and listened to the narcative
like a man in a dream.

¢ Aud pow, my dear boy,” said my fatbier
conclusion, € these dramonds, as 1 dare say you
have aiready guessed, are the three remainiog
stoues which T took from your grandtather’s pd-
low of matting just sixty years ago.’

From this hme I led an enviable life. I
owned the handsomest droshiy.1he finest horses,
and the smallest tiger in St. Petersburg. My
ple sure—yacht was the completest that lay 1o
tbe quays of the Neva, My stall at the opera
was next to that of young Count Skammkoff, the
great leader of fashion and folly, and close under
the box of Prince Rupbautuff, who was at that
time ove of our most jnfiuential vnbles, and gea-
eralissino of the Russian army. It was not loog
before Skampsikoff and 1 became the firmest
frieads in the world ; and before six montbs were
over, 1 was known far and pear as the fastest,
the richest, and (he most reckless scapegrace
about town,

It was at this period, sir, that 1 first beheld
the peerless Katrina,?

Tlhe stranger paused, as if he expected me to
be surprised ; but fiading that I only continued
to listen with a countenance wdicative of polite
attention, he looked at his watch, ran his fingers
throagh his haw, hemmed twice or thrice, and
then went on with his story,

*You will ask me, perbaps—who was the
peerless Katrina? Sir, she was a violet blnom-
ing upon a rock ; a rainbow born out of the
bosom of a thunder-clound. She was the dream
the poetry, thé“passion of my Ife! Katrina, sir,
was the only child of Prince Ruphantuff, whose
vame I bave already mentioned. Strange that
the fairest, the most ethereal of beings should
«come of 50 stern a parentage ! As Katrina was
the gentlest of women, and the most loving, a6
was Ivan Rupbaatuff the fiercest of soldiers and
the severest of fathers. He carried the diser-
pline of the camp into the privacy of bis home,
and made bimself dreaded as much by his house-
bold as by his troops. T pever saw o forbid-
den a couatenance, or one more expressize of
pride aod defiance. Gaziog upon the delicate
creature seated beside bim in his box, one wob-
dzred how nature could have played so strange a
tura, and sought n vain for the faintest trace of
apparent cousanguinity belween them. Prince
Ivan was a giant in stature ; Katrina was almost
childlike m the graceful proportions. Frince
Ivan was swarths of complexion, and is features
were moulded after the flat unintellectual type of
the Tartar tribes ; Katrina’ features were regu-
lar, elasieal, aod Greek. Prince Ivan was
proud and eruel ; Katrina was loving, innocent
—born for all purposes of tendersess and wo-
manly compassion. What marvel, then. that I
loved her? Loved ber, mr,as only few can
love—loved ber with all the force, and self-
abindonment, and passion, ol which man’s nature
is capable. [ had never been 1n earpest before
but I was iz earnest now—hopelessly in earnest,
as [ well knew ; but despair itself fed my love
with fresh evergy, and obstacles only served to
make me more determined. For a long time 1
loved ber with my eyes and heart slone, as a
devotee worshipa a saint upon an altar. 1 coold
but gaze upon her afar, 1 had bpever even lis-
tened to the sound of her dear yvoice, though I
would bave died to hear ber promounce my
name. Niglt alter night, duriog the whole
opera-season, I sat and watched ber from my
stall. 1 heard no more of the mumc than if I
bad been in Siberia ; I grew thin and pale and
abstracted ; I fell into a listless dreaming mood,
and replied at random when spoken lo; above
t¢ll T wandered hke a ghost in and out of the
salons and gaming.rooms where I had of late
been so eager in the pursuit of pleasure. At
last Skampsikofl cama to my rooms one morning,
and remonstrated .with me upon my unaccouat-
able despocdency. ‘

" ¢ You don’t do Justice to me, dear fellow,” he’
said, twirhog lis moustachios. (1 have intro-
duced you, set you going, made you, n point of
fact, the fashion ; and I take it rather unkindly
that you should reflect so glaring a discredit
upon sny judgment. You might as well be at
Lia 1iappe, as far as your conversational powers

go at present; and as for your looks, why, hang |

it, you know the least a man can’ do for society
18 look pleasant.. Are you i debt, and does the
dear papa draw his purse-strings too- closely 7

I shook my head. I bad no debfs but such

as hberal to me as I could reasonably desire.~
It waa not that.. - : P

< «Not that” ‘exclzimed Skemaikoff;™* well,

tben, you must be in love. Why, man, you.

blush! The ttiog’s as clear as the sushzbt ;!

tnd Peter, the magmficent Peter, 1o m love ] —

Now, by all the saints, this 15 too nidicilous !—

Wha’s the girl ? :

¢ The Princess Katrina,’ 1 answered with
groam. .

Skambsikoff started, and whistled dismally.

¢ The Princess Katrina /” be repeated,

{ laid my head down upen the table, and burst
into tears, .

¢I koow that T am a fool,’ T =aid, sobbing. *1
know that I bave no chance—no hope—no re-
source but exile or death; and yet 1 love ber,
O, llove her,and I am dying —dyiog—dying
day by day !’

My friend was moved.

“Cheer up, Petroflski he said, laying bis
hand upon my shoulder. fCheer up; forI think
T kaow of a plan by which te gain you an inter.
view with her ; and that once done, why you
must accomphsh the rest for yourself. You will
popose an elopement, or a secret mersiage.~—
She will not have the heart to refuse you, We
will tet relays of horses fer vou on the road to
the nearest seaport; you will embark on board
a schooner, ready hired for the purpose; and,
once off and away, who is to follow? Come,
come, | see nothing but success for you ; and if
you will bat look a trifle more lively, 1l set aut
at once to see about the ways and means.’

T felt asaf mght had turned 10 day on learing.

 these words.

‘;?kampsnkoﬂ',’ I'said, *you bhave saved my
life !

That evening, 10 my surprise, I saw him enter
Prioce Ruphantuff’s box in compapy with a
noblemsn of his acquaintance, and be preseated-
in due form both to Ivan and bis daughter. He
did nat remzin there very long, but contrived to
enter 1nto conversation with Katripa. Just be
fore he left the box, he nodded to me and waved
his hand. ~She instantly rased ber glass. They

exchanged a few sentences, She looked agam’y
and I felt as if the whole theatre were turnmg .

round. In a few moments he had made his bow,
taken his leave, and returned to his atall at my
side,

* The ball w rolling,'be -said, rubbing
hande gaily ; ¢the ball 1s rolling and the game’s
begun. She saw me recognize you, and pata
rally ssked me who you were. ¢ A fellow,” said
1, *with the best heart and the handsomest
studs io St. Petershurg.! * OF hoerses 1 asked
the fair Katrina. ¢ No,’ sad 1; ¢ of diamonds.’
Whereupon she looked agzin. * Not but he
bas horses too,’ I added, *and my mnst intimate
friend ; but he is far from happy.) She sur-
veyed you with more interest than ever, There’s
nothing like teling @ womin that a mau’s up-
nappy. She’s sure to be halt in love with you
directly. * He looks pale, said the farr Katrina.
¢ What is the cause of his sorrow I’ I smiled
and skook my head. ¢ Princess Katripn,? | gaid
meaatnply,  you are the very last person in the
world to whom I could conlide that secret.’—
With this | took my leave ; and I thisk you
ougkt to be very much obliged to me.’ o

hie

And I was very muzh obliged to bim","'es;‘aé.li'?*

cially when [ saw Katrioa’s attentios wandered
continually that eveniog from the stsge to mg- .

selt. Once or twice our eyes met. The first

time, she sterted ; the second time, she blushed; -

ond I thrught myself the happiest fellow 1o the
world.

Henceforth life assumed for me a new and
beautiful aspect. Somehow or another {whe-
ther through the hints dropped by my friend, or
her own atlentive study ot my eloquent glances,
I know not) the fair Katrina became aware of
my possion, and was pot so cruel as to discourage
it.  Sometime, when they stood near me m the
erush-room, she would drop her handkerchief or
her fan, that T might have the opportunity of
banding it to her. Sometunes she left a flower
from her bouquet Jyng upon tbe front of her
box, that I might go round snd take it when she
and her father were gone. At lost she accorded
me an intervies, '

The stranger buried us
sighed beavily.

¢ Excuse me, sir,” he said, in a broken voice.
* My—my emotions on recaliing this .portion- of

face in his hands, and-

my history are so overwhelming, that mth your -

permission I must smoke a cigar.’

i bave, be it knnwn, & nparsieylae rvaraapn to

the Od‘)l’ of tobaccu. T Sperat b L1 diza

agrees with me.. However,in this instawer I
waved my objections; the stranger lit his Ha~
vana ; aod presently the story. of my diamond

studs went oa. . :
*Those only who have Joved,” said ‘the
stranger; ¢ can picture the condition of my-mmnd’
during the hours that precéded "thit eventful in
terview. ' I could’ think of nothing, speak. of.
nothiog, but Katrina, To me . (he universe: war"
all Katrin, and there was - only ‘ nothingness be

yond. - Dusk came at last-=the dusk of 2.wiot

eveaiag when the tinkling bells of the
horses, and the “guttural ¢Yukh,” yuk
drivers, rose from the streets and public:
where the snow lay- thicklyoz: the'gro
on-the bare branches:of ‘the - trees; and;

an
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