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NOGLAND BECOME CATHOLIC?

i DID ENGLAND BECOME PRO-

LiND HOW
STANT?

avenow scen how England became Christian

grbaps ‘it has been a surprise to some who lad
ofore looked into the matter, to find that her
~son_to Clristianity and 1o Catholicism sas
% 'the same thing: that Antichrist, (as they
ive been used to account bim,) and no other, was |
ks first preacher of Christ to the English people.
e lnve seen, loo, how gladly the people listened
=t preaching, and how rapidly the l'aith. spread
14 Yot though they were not at that time one
‘s now, but several.  Still, as signal-fires
+ nountain-tops have sometimes carried in
ot the tidings of a glad event, from one cnd
country to-the other, so it was with the light qf
b Gospel.  First, shining on the shores of Kent,it
tiqaifeom thence, as in a moment, to distant Nor-
eiland ; then the castern provinees caught it;:
in turn, the midiand, the southern, and the west-
$id the faith (hus cstablished lasted undisturbed
‘abont a thousand years.
During this period, England was part of tle great
Wristiin. family, knit with all the other nations of
the bond of a common faith, and a com-
ionce to the head of the Church, the sue-
£'St. Peter. 'There were wars and fightings
this period, between kingdom and kingdom,
i as there are now 3 but there was at least ane tie
T lrotherhood which bound the men of different
ions to-cach ather ; the dove with the olive-branch
wanse hovered at least over the ark of God; all
children of the Charch.  Tf an English-
saway from Lis country, lonely, and sick of
stanee. faces and strange voices, he had Lat te go to
“of Giodl, and he could faney himself athome
There he would be greeted by the same
1d sounds that he had heen used to in his own
Slikeehureh ia “England ;-he would' assist at the
Q sacrifice ; he would hear the tones of the
tin tongue, the common lmnguage of the
chjn all lands; the very sounds of the music,—
Abie Yizhis on the altar,—the sweet breath of the in-
all these things would be to him dear and
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4nd;as we were one in faith with other nations,
s'i¥¢'were also one with ourselves. There was no
dowbt then whether our babes were regencrated in
Hheir baptism,—no dispute about faith and works.—
fioquestion as to whetber or not our Lord is lo be
adored 25 God.  On these, and all otber points of
atholic doctrine, the whole Tnglish people believed
ie man. And, as agreement gives sirength,
nd was strong in faith, and abundant in those
eeds which are the fruits of faith; for during
hose thousand years sprung up all those beautiful
‘chirches which are still the pride of onr country, all

glorious cathedrals, all our most important public
itics; the grammar-schools in our toswns, meant for
tte children of the poor, and our two great Univer-
sities.“All these were the growth of Catholic piety,
 Cathiolics are now shut out from the benefitof
.. And other buildings too there were, of great
Iness_to all, but especially to the poor, which
10 longer except in their beautifu! ruins.  But
iswe shall speak presently; for we must come
. ‘to_our main subject, Ilow did Catholic
Enzland become Protestant ?

Now she became Protestant by slow degrees ; that
44y, it took some time to bring her into her
L Pesent state as to matters of religion, but it was by
¢a single act that she ceased to be Catholic. A sin-
jogle stroke. of the axe cut her off from the tree of
Hich'she Tiad been o living branch; but it required
nd‘many a stroke to hew the dead wood into
ot the people to worship.  That first siroke
tby one of lier kings; King Henry VIII.

imsell and his kingdom independent of the
Pe; 1n:spiritual things as well as temporal, and him-
' Supreme Head of tlie Church in England.

Supreme headship his son also held after him,

£ ne years old ; and his daughter Elizabeth
igorously exercised the same. And inlike
ueen’ Victoria, at the present day, bears

,.,ﬁlil_s the office of Supreme Head of the
el - Ce .
amine a little into the cause of thisstrange
‘of before in the history of Christendom ;
; ge for -ourselves ‘whether the counsel that
Aliompted it came. from God. ’

denry VIIL. had been marvied for seventeen
Spanish princess named Catherine, and had
children by her,. when he suddenly pro-
IS eonscience was troubled with scruples
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espoused to his brother Arthur, who had died before
he was fifteen years old.  People rather smiled at
Henry’s scruples,and had small faith in their sincerity ;
for though such mawiages, like those between first
cousins, were not allowed by the Chureh ina general
way, yet, as she did not consider them asactually sin-
ful, bt only undesirable, she reserved to hievself the.
right of allowing them in certain eases, which allow-
ance was called a Dispensation. Al people were

quite contented in those days to leave such matiers
to be setiled by the Church; for they did not pre-

tend fo be wiser than the Chureh, and thought the

Church was more likely to know what was right than

any single individual, however clever or learned e

wight be. Therefore, as IXenry had received a dis-

pensation for his marriage with Catherine, no one, as

I have said, was very ready to believe that be could

veally be inmuch {rouble of conscience on the sub-

jeet; and as the queen was ecight vears older than

bimself, they thought it highly probable that some

other reason lay at the bottoin of the seruple.  And

s0 it proved, for it was very soon no seeret that the

king was in love with a young lady of the court
maimed Anne Boleyn, and was desperately bent on

making her his wife. Ilis first step was (o endeaver
to prevail on the Pope, by entrealies, by promises,
and by threals, to declare his marviage with Cathe-
rine unlaw(ul, and so 1o sanction his pulting Ler away,
and marrying another woman.

Would St. Gregory the Great, think you, lave
aranted such 2 request 7 Would St. Peter, his pre-
decessor?  Certainly not; and neither did his suc-
cessor, the Pope of King enry’s time. :If wewere
but acquainted with the listory of Catholic days, of
which we are broughtup in warse than igrorance, we
shiould sce hiow, in spite of their having been some—
very few—bad Popes, (just as there was a Judas
among the Apostles,) yet, or the whole, the Popes
were the protectors of the weak, and, above all, the
guardians of the sanctity of marriage. Often and
often the fierce Lkings of this world quarrelled with
them, and rebelled against them on this very account 5
but none so ficreely, or witlsuch fatal conseguences,
as this Tlenry of Tingland.  For, as we have said,
when the Pope refused to grant him leave to work
lis will, he made short work of the matter, cut off
himself and his people from obedience to the Pope,
and therefore from the Catholic Chureh, and pro-
claimed lis own supreme hieadship. ITow he exercised
the same, whether the people of Iinglnd found it
easier lo be governed in spiritual things by a king
than by a Pope, we shall see presently ; but Twill
now just rapidly follow out lus domestic history to
the end, that we may see of what stufl his character
was made.

He was too impatient to wait for a divorce, or
any thing of the kind ; so be first married Anne pri-
vately, and then set up a spiritual court under
Thomas Cranmer, whom he bad made Arclibishop of
Canterbury, and of whom T will tell you presently,
to pronounce him divorced from Catherine. "This
marriage torned out wuch as one would expect.
Henry seon grew tired of his new wife, as he had of
his old one, and fell in love, as before, with one of
the Tadies in waiting; but this time he dealt inuo
such mild measures as a divoree ; or at least, the di-
vorce was immediately followed by a stroke yetmore
decisive. The poor frail thing, for whose sake he
had cut off his country from the Church, was seized,
sent to the Tower, tried on contradictory charges,—
some true perhaps, some impossible,—found guilty,
Lowever, (for all knew the king’s pleasure,) and at
last beheaded on ‘Lower Hill 5 while Henry, to show
his joy, dressed himself in white garments, (as she had
doue in lier short-sighted folly, some wecks hack, at
the death of the good Queen Cathering,) and the
very next day was publicly maried to Jane Sey-
mour. '

“Phis third wife bappily died in child-bed, in about
a year from this time and, after her, we rvead of ano-
ther wile divorced, and another beheaded ; and a
sixth, who, though she did at last manage to sarvive
him, yet ran sundry very narrow risks of her lile.
Tndeed, towards the close of his reign, the tyrant
Henry seems absolutely to have lived on blood. He
lad become, by that time, bloated almost out of the
shape of bumanity, and a prey to fearful discase; yet
none ‘dared whisper to him that bis end was drawing
near, for his savageness had grown into almost frenzy ;
and at last death came, and saved many noble heads
which were waiting in prison for the stroke of the
executioner.

Such was Henry VIIL., the Ethelbert of the new
Clistianity in England.  Which do you like the
best? Which, think you, did Almighty Gad like the
best? Which, do you think, acted most like a
'Christian?  And whose Christianity do you prefer ?
But wait a moment ; let us first hear a little about

vlulness:of ‘his marriage, becayse his: wife
efore -married, or, more probably, only

the Augustin of this new Cbristianity.

Thomas Cranmer, whom we have before nentioned,

was first brought into notice, while sti
scho\'ar, by sugeesting that the qaestion of the Ling’s
marriage should be submitted to all the Tniversities
tin ISurope.  This defighted the king, as it grve bim
the praspect of keing able to make out something of
a case against the ope; and frem that, moment
Cranmer heeame s chiel fuverite, and was soon
made by hitn Archbishop of Canterbury. At bis
tconseeration as Avchibishop, he had, of course, to
take the usual vath of obedience to the Popey but
nevertheless, we find him perfectly ready to take the
oath of supremacy, 2s it is ealled, s0 soon as the
king requived it of Lim, though the object of that
oath was precisely fo rencunce obzdiense to the Pope,
and to promise it to the king instead.

Then, again, he was in the seeret of the king's
private marriage with Anne Baleyn 5 yet he presided
at wspiritual court held after that marringe, and there
declared Henry’s first marriage with Catherine m-
lawful, wging him afterwards, at his soul’s peril; to
diseontinue such incestuous intercourse.”

After this, as the tyranl’s will changed, Le pro-
nounced just as readily his divoree [rom Amne Bo-
leyn, or rather declared that marviage -from the
beginning to have been null and void, and the issue
thereof illegitinate ; while, at the same (i, in bis
place in Parliament, he voted her death asan unfaith-
ful wife. Tn short, there was no need of injustice, nor
as we shall presently see, of rupine or blood, for
which King Henry did not find a ready abject toolin
Cranmer.

But, you will say, there must have been a great
deal to be said for the king’s supremacy, or people
would not have received it a claim never before
beard of in Christendom could scarcely have been
listened to, unless very strong arguments had Leen
brought forward in its support.  And strong argu-
ments certainly were brought forward,—noi drawn
exactly from Seripture or from reason, but sufficiently
convincing, as it seemed, to the men of that genera-
tion, ¥iz., the axe, the lalter, and the quartering
block. And some, very many, really endurcd these
thitigs rather than part with their Catholic birthright ;
for you must not suppose that all in that age were
Cranmers.  Sir Thomas More, the hest Lord Iligh
Chancellor whom England ever bad, died in this
canse 3 5o too, did Dr. Wisher, Bishop of Rochester;
and multituces among the people suffered under the
hangman’s hands, all that {rightful process of disem-
bowling and quartering, which has been the disgrace
of our country, as the punishment of trcason, almost
to our own days.

Lt us now see how this supremacy was first exer-
cised. There are few parts of Zugland where there
are not to be found old ruins of a peculiar character,
masses of gray stones, covered with the ivy of three
centurics ; yet not so covered but that we may sce
that they are the remains of buildings of exceeding
beauty ; for the garlands of wild flowers, which scem
to grow there with more than common luxuriance,
twine in and out through the rich stone work of
pointed windows, or {ling themsclves abroad in long
streamers, where a tall shaft, round which they have
been clinging, breaks short off, just as it was begin-
ning to curve upwards into a bold arch. I am sure
the memory of almost every one must supply a scenc
answering ore or less to this deseription for the
names of Tintern, and Glastonbury, and Wenlock,
and Furness, are almost as familiar to us as those of
London and York.

Let us just try to picture fo ourselves what the
face of the country must have been when these build-
ings yet stood in their entircness, cach in the midst of
smiling cultivated ficlds, and each inhabited by alarge
community : for these were no other than the monas-
teries and convents of which we bave all heard fell.

We have seen that St. Augustin and his fellows
were monks, and that Ethelbert granted for their use
a mansion in Canterbury, thus founding the fist
English convent§ and, after him, many an Tnglish
King gave lands and maney for the building of such
in other parts of the country ; and more than ane, at
the close of life, even laid down their sceptres and
retired to one of those quiet dwellings, to prepare for
death in penitence and prayer. But King Henry
saw these things in a different light. e looked on
the broad abbey-lands, and thinking their revenues
would be better poured in to the royal treasury than
remaining in the hiands of their rightful owners, de-
terimined once and for cver to sweep away all the
religioss orders in England, and to seize on their
possessions for himself and his nobles, whom he bribed
by a share in the spoils to assist in carrying out his
wicled project.

To give it something like a color of justice, he
sent out 2 royal commission to inquire into the state
of the monasteries, and to report abuses. Ve can
easily imagine what amount of fair play. the monaste-
ries ad to expect under such circumstances ;.and no
one pretends that they had fair play at all.. ¢ Where
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only a proferee was wanted for their supprossion,”
says a Prolestant writer, * it was easy for a prince
possessed of suel unlimited pawer to fiad or leiga
one . . < and cure was taken to defume those
wham the eowrt tntended to vain.”

Yer, though even Diolestants allow  this, and
thongh fittle enongli, after all, came out ::é;:uim( tise:
{monks in the report of the commissioners, stilt the

impression has remained on the mind of the English
people, that the monastic life was so idle and uscless,
that, however ruffianly it was o destroy (e menas-
{eries, stff it is any how to be rejoiced at, that we
arve 1id of (he monks.  But L think peopte wouldd fwel
differeatly on the subjeet, i they ouly looked at il &
little, and that in one or two different poiuts of view.

Think of the beautiful abbey clivrehy—and every
monastery bad its ehurchy—nal left, like Fuglend's
churehes now-n-days, to dust and to cobwebs from
Sunday to Sunday ; but upon every day in the week.
and all day Tong, with Masses at all bows ol the
worning, and holy offices of prayer and praise going
on from sunrise to sunset, and ahinest from sunset W
sunrise again in some of them.  Surely the presence
of such elurches up and down the Jand mnst bave
been useful, i it be nseful for people, in the midat of
the bustte of this working world, o be remmded
that they have souls,

Or, i you despise the convent ehurek, you wanld
searecly uve despised the convent school, wheve the
Lehildren of the poor Hocked for instrizetion, aml
where many who were discovered in possess talents
abiove the crmmon order, roceived such an education
as enalled them to rise 1o any station for which their
talenis or dispositions may have fitted them.  Tlow
many of the great men who rose from low degree in
those days, were lirst trained in the convent school !
Then the monks weve the best of Jandfords and the
best of masters; and from their continnally adding
to their buildings and improving their lands, must have
given constant cmployment (o the poor in their
neighborhoed.

1 say nothing of their actual alms-deeds, of the
sick and aged who thronged their doors, as they stil!
do the doors of convents everywhere, and were ne-
ver sent away empty. "Phis lavish alns-giving ol
convents is always sncered at by men of (he world
as foolish and hurtful; and 1 have wol time now to
stop and dispute the matter with them.  But reli-
ious hodies have always considered their revenues as
the patrimony of the poor; and that the peor, in
askingalis, are only claiming the payment of a deb
which they have no right to withhold from thew.
And, after all, what have Protestants given in ex-
change for this « foolish and hurtfal” charity ?

Poor-laws, by which all classes arc burdened, and
poor-houses, in which the poor are punished for their
poverty ; where food is deadt out iu the smallest pos-
sible quantitics, on which human creafures can live.
and where man puts asunder those whom (od has
Jjoined together.

Bt to return to our history. It is difficult to b
lieve what followed after the return of ihe royal
connission, and yet it is true.  Six huadred and
for(y-five menasterics were suppressed ; in some of
these, the monks, terrified by threats, and persuaded
by the promise of « provision for their hves, gave np
their property withoul resistance § others retused to
do so, and their lives were the forfeit. Thus the
fast Abbot of Glastonbury was hanged, drawn, and
quartered, for high treason, on the Torre Hill, which
overlools his noble abbey. Ninety colleges, more
than 2000 chapels, and 110 hospitals, were utter]y
destroyed. It is impossible to deseribe the scene of
spoliation,—whole libraries of Books were torn in
pieces for the sake of their jewelled clasps and em-
broidered covers; the convents were absolutely
sacked for plunder ; the very churches were pillaged;
tombs broken open; and the sacred vesscls of the
altar seized and borne away to the tyrant. And,
last of zll, the buildings themselves were to be pulled
down; for Henry well knew how dearly the people
loved them, and that they would never rest in quict -
till all hope was gone that their friends would ever
be restored to their possessions. :

Yes, whatever the people of England now think
of monasteries, in those days they loved them dearly,
and there was a bitter cry through the length and
breadth of the land when the king raised lis hand’
against them:  But it was the ery of the poor, and
none heeded it: by fire and sword at first, and by the
hand of the exccutioner aflterwards, it was soon put
down, and the monasteries, dwellings, churches, and
all, were pulled stone from stone, or blown up with
gunpowder, and left much as we now see them.’ Any’
who read the account of those days, would think it
was a story of wild barbarous heathens plundering a
conquered country, not of a Christian people ,refor_n}f}\':'
ing their religion. L oA

But others besides monks fell under the erath'ofy
Heory. At this’ time, what are called Protestant
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