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‘i, . THE ALMA REVISITED. =
. (an the- Spectal. Cogfrg_qun}{;é'_n_'t'fof the. Témes.) .
.1 have now gone twice' to thé Alma, and bave
exzamined the sround of ‘the battle with the igno-
rance of a civilian’ and the wterest of a Great
Briton. The road from the place upon which for
one long year the hopes and fears aud anxieties
of civilised Europe were concentrated leads down
from the ridge on which the baltle of Inkermann
was mainly fought to the deep ravine out of which
materials for the mansions, quays, harbors, docks,
and forts of Sebastopol bave been hewed. It
_presents a wild and desolate aspect. The slabs
of oolite tower perpeadiculaily for several hun-
dred feet on the right hand. and the left to the
verge of. the elevated plateau, and rise, like great
white walls of masonry, aloft from a base of huge
blocks and disintegrated masses of the same sub-
stance. This ravine, deepening as it descends,
falls at right angies to the valley through which
the Tchernaya eats its way to the head of the
Foads of Sebastopol. At tha lower end of the
ravine the aqueduct spans i, and then is carried on
a light and handsorae bridge of masonry, sup-
ported on sorne ten or {welve arches right across,
and disappears in a tunnel through the solid rock
on the teft hand side. Passing underneath through
one of the arches, you find yourself by the banks
of the sluggish Tchernaya, and a ride of five
bundred yards o so past the perpendicular chiffs,
erforated with caves, which bound the margin
of the valley, lcads you to the causeway across
tke marsh towards Inkermanrn. An excellent
wooden bridge built by our engineers stretches
aeross the river 5 and the marsh beyoud is crossed
by a.high couseway. Arrived at the end of the
causeway, the cliffs of northern Inkermann are
above you, and the road winds up a ravine which
leads you to their.recesses. " A curious- chapel
and, monkery in the caves is visible in the face of
““the-chfi.. Embrasures are above, before, and on
~ “each side of you on entering these fastnesses.—
The black pupils of these dull eyes have been re-
moved, but there is enough of the works left to
show how hot and frequeat they could have flash-
ed on you in their angee. There ave five batte-
ries on various points of this ravive, and the
slopes of the plateau afford mapy fine sites for
field artillery or guns of position. The road &
good. On the right about a mile from the es-
trance of the ravine, are pumerous deep shafis
in the clay, from which the Russians draw their
supply of water. The road winds gradually up-
-wards till “it leads you to the level of the north
plateau of Inkerrmann, just as the Quarries road
took you down from the south plateau to the
level of the valley of the Tchernaya, from which
you are aow ascending., Here is the Russian
camp, at which we have so often gazed from the
heights on the right of owr position. It & now
very much altered in appearance. The huts
have been abandoned, and the men are living i
a very pretty, cleaw, and well kept tent of can-
vas ; but the purlieus are very dirty, and have the
usual disagreeabie smell of Russian quarters.—
The tents “are square in shaps, and at the top,
which tapers to a point from the side of the wall,
there is a knob, gilt or painted, which gives them
an air of finish. The paths or streets of the
camp are bordered with wild Rowers and fir
branches. The regunents stationed here belong
to the Seventh Division, which forms the First
Division of the third corps d’armec, and number
zbout 6,000 men. There is a brigade of field
artillery—two batteries—close to this camp, and
the pieces are very well Lept, and in excellent
condition. The cantosments extend as far as the
heights over the valley of the Belbek on the left
hand side, and could have contained 18,000 men,
which considerably” exceeds the strength of the
whole of the Seventh Division. A steep road
descending {rom the verge of ibe plateaun at the
point where the Russian bazaar is established
leads to the Belbek, which is crossed by two
bridges. One of these is a fine, well-built new
structure of wood ; the other is that by which the
army crossed in the flank march, and the post-
house near which Sir George Cathcart look up
his quarters ‘stit remains intact. The Fourth
Division bivouacked here .the night before we en-
tered ‘Balaklava, when Lord Baglan, slept’ at
Traktic on the Tchernaya, snd Sir George was
very-uneasy on account of his isolated position,
- separated, as he was, frorm the rest'of the army,
_and believing that a body of Russians intervened
between - them. Tt was from this that 'General
- Windham. rode: with despatehes to the Katcha;
anticipating Commander Maxse’s arrival from the
. Tchiernaya by more than an hour; and from “this
.veighborhood thé ‘army turned towards Macken-
2. " Lord Raglan reconnoitred Sebastopol from
a hillock close to the road on the . right, a- short
time=before we fell in with the rear guard: and
_baggnge of ‘the enemy. Duyarkei, or Belbek, is
. greatly. changed since, ther—the trees have been
--cut down, and the valiey orce so beautiful, blooms
- no-.moreit The villas have:been 'used as hospitals)
~and theré are many Russian grayes, marked with
black wooden crosses, in the neigbbaring ravines.
From this valley you ascend another steep hill to
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.the top 6f the plateau whick lies between it and

the valley of the'Katcha.  The ground iscover-
ed with dwarf" irees and thick brushwood, full of
fizards and small birds, which are persecuted by
numerous falcons and hawks. There are patches
of naked uround 'and ashes scattered over the
plateau which show where parties of the eneiny
were encaiaped ; but, the country is not suited for
large badies of wen, as water is not to be had,
exeept at the rivers, The plateau is intersected
by nuraerous woods and ravines, and the tracks
followed by the Allied armies are plainly visible.
They have been much used by the Russians. A
ride of three quarters of an hour takes us (o the

“valley of the Katcha, still beautiful and rick with

verdure, for this part of it is too far frein the
immediate operation of war, and too much out of
the track frora Bakshiserai, to have suffered much.
The place which we approach was once the vil-
lage of Eskel; it is now in ruins. The Tartar
houses are pulled down or unroofed, the popula-
tion have fled, and the Russian houses are just
as they were left by the Cossacks on owr ap-
proach after the Alma. . The church gleains
brightly through the dense branches of the fruit
trees, which are covered with blossoms, but the
large tracts of vineyards which welcomed us
pearly three years ago are aow uncultivated.—
The doctor’s house is in a sad plight, one of the
first we entered after the Alma, and is still the
picture of neglect and ruin. Lord Raglan’s com-
fortable residence isin the custody of an old
Tartar, who shows the broken furniture, the sofas
ripped open, the chairs smashed, and the beds cut
up, with great pride, and leads one to infer pretty
plainly that Buskie did all the mischiel. It was
at this village that the Blussiuns halted to recover
breath after their headiong flight froin the Alma,
‘and from it they fled the same night in panic on
the cry being raised that the Allies were coming.
The Katcha is @ deep narrow streain with rotten
banks, and some people think it would have af-
forded a better position than the Alma; bui, in
fact, it is too near Sebastopol. We found a few
Tiussian soldiers in the houses ; and on the first
occasion it happened to be the Greek Easter
Sunday, and we were most hospitably entertain-
ed by a poor Russian family, who insisted upon
our partaking of painted egas, of salt pork steep-
ed in vinegar, and cabbage, of brown bread, but-
ter, vodka or white home-made brandy, and Crimn
tobacco, and then on embracing us because we
were Christians—a severe punishment, which, if
often repeated, might lead to recantation. Cross-
ing the Katcha by the bridge over which our army
filed into Ilskel, we find ourselves on the steppe
—the dry barren plain studded with twnuli, which
extends in wavy folds right away to Perekop.—
At this season of the year it is glovious, with
large beds of wild flowers, sweet pea, roses, mig-
nionette, thyme, orchids of ali kinds, sweet Wil-
ltara, and many other varieties, whose tame and
developed species are the ornaments of our gar-
deas at home; it is muzical, t0o, with the song of
birds singing to mates in the nest; bdutin Sep-
tember it is an arid scorched waste, covered with
coarse hay,and, as it is devoid of water, it 12
unfit for pasturage. "The ride to the Alma from
the Katcha is not more than eight wiles, but it
seems twice the distance. The white telegruph
station, over the river, whicl stood on the Rus-
stan left, can be seen for many miles ou a clear
day, but on the steppe mirage is very common,
and the horizon rarely well detined. It is often
lost in'a fantastic margin resembling the sea line
of an agitated ocean. Bustards, on the guz
vive about their young ounes, soar slowly betfore
us, and eagles, vultures, and many species of fal~
cons are visible in pursuit of their prey, which
must consist for the most part of hares, *which
are very large and nwmerows. Some of these
hares have been found to weigh 10 . or 12 1b.,
and T have heard of a monster who turned the
scale at td1b. In one of the hollows in the
steppe, about three iniles froin the Alma, there is
a small hamlet, but, with this exception, not a
habitation is visible over the whole of this vast
expanse of land sea. [t is famous pround for
long canter, or as much of a gallep as your horse
will stand ; so with the help of an occasional seurry
after a hare the distance melts away, and as we
go crushing through the sweet flowers the tele-
graph rises higher and clearer till we pull up at
the mound on whick it stands, This was the
scene of a fierce struggle, and it was here the
French bad- some really bhard fighting before they
forced the :enemy to .ily. ‘The French had put
the right date,the 20th, but the Russians had
obliterated it and alterad it to’ their own style.—
‘There are 15 large sepulchral nounds, around
the telegraph, wherein lie- French and Russiaus,
and ‘the - ravines are still full. of bones, and of
fragments-of "clothing and'accoutrements. - Cai-
non shot appear to have been carefully removed.
‘There.is:an excellént view of the French ' posi-
tion and attack from the edge of the plateau.—
“The -enemy - must:-have had- every movement ‘of
‘the * Allies under their'eyes from ‘the time : they:
‘Teft Bouljanak till they halted to form for battle,

and the spectacle could not huve been one o give
them eourage or to inflame their. ardor. "Uhe
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Russians declare they had only 33,000 or 34,200
on the field; but, admitting that to be <o, they
made a bad fight, considering the position they
occupied, and their cavalry exlubited that pas-
sive and unenterprising character which it main-
tained through the war. -An officer of the old
Pestal regiment told me that he charged our first
attacking body when they were checked with the
bayouet, and that if’ all the troops inside and on
the flanks of the vedoubts had rushed out simul-
taneously the day would have been last ta usj
but he was surprised when he heard that our
Third and Fourth Divisions were still intact,
and that the Guards, whom he supposed to have
heen routed, were never broken except in the
cenire, where the Scols Fusiliers wavered for
a momect in their advance under the heavy fre
of the Russians, and the pressure of the dis-
jointed groups of the Lignt Divisions. The
French are disposed to think that the kaglish
were too slow in beginning the attack, which it
was agreed should not take place till our allies
had gained the left of the Russian position. [t
is certain that Lord Raglan received one, it not
two, pressing messages from Marshal St. Arnaud
to kasten his coluans ; but one may ask how it
was that here, as everywhere else, the honor of
taking the initiative was ceded to our allies, and
the opportunity given to thewn of saying—* The
English were too late?” 'They only nwmbered
23.000, whereas we had about 27,000, Stand-
ing on the banks of the Alma, one has mauy
bitter reflections to make, and all the glories of
that field cannot sweeten them. The battle itself
was one of the most brilliant in the world—the
shortest and sharpest—and cur army, young in
battle but veteran in service, displayed the vest
qualities of British infantry. We have since
heard of the incredulity, of the dismay, with
which-the news wasreceived in St. Detersburg,

‘and of the subsequent eagerness of the Russian

army to avenge the defeat, and to turry fo the
Crimea to drive the Allies into the sea. They
found a barrier they could not break at Inker-
mann; but they are a people prone to put faith

i their own invincibility, and slow to credit de-.

feal, and they believe in themselves even yet.

The position of the Alma is so well marked
that it can never be mistaken by any future vi-
sitors. The TFrench attacked the steep and al-
most perpendicular clifix, which are broken bere
and there by ravines which mount upwards frons
the river. They were divided from us by the
most marked and extensive of these ravines, and
eastward of that boundary the whole of the
ground suddenly falls, and, instead of rising ab-
ruptly from the Alma, gains the high level of the
hills by a series of sweeping undulations, offering
many positions for guns, with extensive glacis to
the front. Descending from the plateau, some
of owr party crossed the bridze, and went out on
the plain towards Bouljanak to the turnuli which
stud the plains, and which denote the extreme
range of the Russian gnas.  On turning round
towards the south the eye takes in the whole
scene of battle, from the sea on the right to the
low slopes which formed the right of the Russian
position. Their lelt swas separated from their
right by a deep ravine ruuning at right angies to-
wards the Alma, and this ravine also is the boun-
dary between the high an! steep chifis which
overhang the tortuous course of the Alma on the
south bank from the ford to the sea, and the gen-
tler vising grounds on which the enetny’s left lay,
and which were strengthened by the redoubt and
by the mass of the Russian awrtillery. 1t will
then be seen how the Russian left depended on
the nature of the ground us its best detence, and
what a fata} mistake Mensclikell commnitted
when he omitted to take into consideration the
effect of the firc of the ships. That fire soon
drove back their left, and forced it to re-form on
the centre, whicl it put into confusion, and the
French, ascending by the ravines with the utimost
courage and activity, made good their footing en
the right, and turned the Russian left completely,
with comparatively little loss.  The advance of
our allies was covered to @ greal extent by the
thick foliuge on the banks of the Alma, and the
cliffs are so high and rotten that guns could not
be used with success agninst them.  The river is
much further from the base of the cliffs than it is
froin the slopes on the Russian right, where the
British attacked, so that it would be scarcely
commanded by gunson the top of the plateau,
whereas we were under fire for several Rundred
yards before we reached the Alma at all.

'A huge mound, composed of 15 or 16 gizantic
graves, at the distance of 400 or 500 yards from
the tiver on its north side, denotes the resting-
place of those who fell before the army crossed
the stream, or who died after flight in the am-
balances. The rod by which we advanced to
the bridge is' just as'it was on the 20th of Sep-
tember, and on the right, close to the stream, are
the blackened ruins. of the village of Bourliouk.
It will. be: remembered that the enemy . partially
destroyed -the- bridge, but that it was repaired
‘during " the’ dction by Captain Montagu, Royal
Frigineers, and a party of Sappers and "Misers.
The bridge has been substantially rebuilt by

weans of a strong wooden way thrown across the

stone arches, and supported by beawns and up-
rights. The old post-office on the right of the
road belore you come to the bridge s aboutl being
recoastructed, and a guard of soldiers were lodged
in its ruips. It will be, to all appearances, 2
handsoine house of fine white freestone when it
is finisked, 1 surveyed its ruins with peculiar in-
terest, for I know a person very intinately who
ook shelter in this house, part of which was on
fire, to et out of 2 fire shill hotter, till he was
deiven out by a shell falling through the roof,
and it was at the wall outside, which is yet torn
by shot. that I meg the lirst two svounded officers
[ saw that day—1Uwo officers of the 30th, one hit
thiougl the chest or sidz ; the other wounded, 1
tnink, i the leg oramn. They were helping
_each other from the viver, bleeding and weak,
and | was fortunate enough 1o be able to bring
to their add a Steff Surgeon, belonging, T believe,
to the Cavalry Divizion, who kindly examined
their wounds under five.  Close to this [ had pre-
viously seer. the {iest wan killed—a drumrer,
who was currying a litter, and who was struck by
a round shot wiich bowled slowly along the road
and hit hita, with a peeuliar squashing sound, on
the hip.  He fell broken in two, and never
moved ; nor did his comrade, who was carrying
the other ead of the litter, stop to mowrn over
Li= deathi,  After the intrepid rush of the Light
Division up tue hill, its wavering, its slow and
broken and wnwilting halt, the bold advanee of
Peunefather’s Brigade, and the billow-like march
of the Guards, T was happy agaiu in being able
to warn Colone!l Waddy, as be approached at the
bead of the 50th, that ke was moving right along
the line of fire of the enemy’ gurs, and, as there
was a very conclusive proof given of the cor-
rectness of the statement pust as I spoke, that
gallant officer noved off Lis men, who were in
dense colwnn, 2 little to the left, and gnt off the
raazd to the fields, whence he rapidly advanced
towards the Leights.  All these things,and smany
more came back upon me as [ looked around. [
could recal that narrow road filled with dead and
dying—poor young Burgoyue going past on bis
litter, crying out cheertly, # I's all right—it’s
only my ot % Billy Fitzgerald,” shoi through
both legs, lIying up against the wall, and chatting
away as if be bad just sat down alter o quadralle 5
a white-kaired field officer (of the 55th), whose
aauee [ don't know, sadly wounded through  the
badv, who could oy woan bitterly, “Oh my
poor men! of my poor len! they badu’t a
chanee ;7 then the river stained here and {hers
with blsad, <till Sowiag from the dead and dying
wio lay on the shailows and the banks, fined ne-
vertheless by hundreds, who draak its waters
gagerly 5 the nocrid procession of the dripping
litters” going to the rear of the fight; the sahd
wass of Adam’s brigade, balted by Lord Raglan’s
ordess, as it werged from the smoke of Bourtiouk
the stadl itself and the Cowunander-in-Chief, za-
thered on the rising ground close by 3 that ghastly
battle-field where so many lay in so smll a place
putrescent with heat and wounds, the grey blocks
of Russians melting away like clouds, and drifted
off by the fierce breath of battle ; the shrick and
push of the shells from the brass howitzers in the
battery, the patter of the rille, the rattling roll
of the musketry, the frantic cheers of our 1nen
as they stood victors on the heights, drowning
the geoans and eries which for a moment suc-
ceeded the roar of battle ; the shrill Rourish of
the Freach bugles, and the joyous clamor of their
drums trom the other side of the ravine—all
came back apon the car again, and the eye re-
newed its pleasure as it gazed from the ridge
upon the plain where it had before seen the Bus-
sians flying in disorder, with their rear still cover-
ed by ihe threatening squadrors of their cavalry.
['hen oae recalled the spot where one had seen
some friend lying dead, or some one—iriend or
foc—whom it were no wmerey to strive to keep
alive—Watkin Wynn, stretclied on the ground
in front of the trench, with a sinile on his face—
Colonel Chester, with a scornful frown, and his
sword clihched in the death grasp—Monck, with
the anger of batile fixed on every feature—these
and many another friead i the peaceful camp of
Aladyn ‘or Devro rose up as they fived in the
mewmory. The scowling Russians who glared so
fiercely on their conguerors and seemed to hate
them even as they supplied their wants, then seen
for the ficst time, left an hmpression respecting
the type of the Muscovite character which has

| scarcely been effaced now that they have ceased

16 by messieurs nos amis Lennemi.” 1 re-

called the iwo days-passed as no-army ought {o
pass two days—on the field of battle, amid the
dead——the horrid labors of those hours of despoa-
dency and grief where all should have been
trivmph and rejoicing and the awakened vigor
with which*the army broke from its bivouac o
the Alma and set out with no certain aim, no
fixed project, on its chance.march which fite bas
made so successful and so prosperous. - . .

The intrenchment can be distinctly seen for a
mile north of thériver. It is a-place half-way
down the slope of the little hillside. There were
po other works, trenches, redoubts, or fieldwerks
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of any description, and all the accounts of such
defences filled with riflemen and guns which have
been made public were erroneous. The enemy
had very few riflemen, and the ground, except oo
the extremne left, was of such a nature that goad
cover for guns could be had for the seeking. For
many years to come the battlefield is likely to re-
main as it is now, the orly difference being that
the vines which flourished on the 20tk of Sep-
tember, 1854, may be cultivated once more. On
ascending from the viver towards the intrench-
ment, you find yourself ox the left completely
covered by a rise of the hill in front from tha
parapet, so that mer: could form in this bollow for
the atrack without being exposed to fre; but the
Russuns, awars of this, sent down on their ex-
treme right large bodies of infantry who fired at
the Left Brigade of the Light Division as they
were trying to get into order after crossng the
river. On the right, nearer to the biidge, to:
ground is more exposed to guns from the paripel
of the trench, and on advarciug a few yords tie
faiv open ghcis, geetly stoping up'.‘;ards' to their
muzzles, gives a terrible solution of the reason
for 2 time the Light Division was held check,
and lost in a few moments upwards of 1007 r2a.
At thie buse of this glacis,and seattered along the
vidge towards the river, are mounds of eath
about 30 feet long by 15 in breadth, which are
covers] with large stones and slabs of slate.
There are 15 or 16 of these 1wounds, and i2any
of them contain the remains of friends and foe..
Somme small black wooden crosses are plased bere
and there among these mounds, which rise to the
height of twa or three feet above the level of the
plan, and are all covered with vank vegetalion
and wild flowers. The parapet of the work is
still about three feet cutside, and a foot deeper i
the trench ioside.  Near the centre is placed a
handsome tnonument of white stoue, with the fol-
lowing inscription :— During the attack on thewe
beights, 20th Sept., 1854, her Britannic Majes-
ty’s 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers lost their com-
manding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel, tl. Chester,
Captains A. W, Wynn, F. Evans, J. Corally,
Lietenunis P, Radeliffe, Sic W. Young, Bart.,
J. Anstruther, and J. Butlee, all killed ou the
hell; also Lieutenunt Applethwaite, mavtally
wounded, wlho died 22nd Sept., 1354, This
stone 1% erected to their memory.”  Ov the o'hey
side,~~¢ T'he regiment also lost Sergeant 1. 11,
Jones, Colour-Nerzeants B, Hiteheock, J. UL
[dwwards, U drmmraes, oot £3 privates Gillad on
the fel:d.”

In the diteh of the feldwork there are abaul
20 farge oraves covered with Iong grass and wild
oswoers.  The treneh i abont 1DH0 yards long,
and it > fiflad withi earth which has tnaoled Jows
wto i1 feorn the pavapet; the braces of the wn-
brasures st cemuic. There are two stone
crassey ereeted inside the trench on heaps 95 dad.
This i all that rerzains tr betokeq the scene of
action on our side, except a few piecesof thrond -
bare rags ard bits of accoutrements, leather
straps, old slmkos, arl fragneats of cowhide
knapsacks.  Ard so T take leave of the Alru,
witich heaceforth shall be celebrated in bistory to
the end of tima.

HIRED HEROES.
(From the ivalwn. i

The military ardor of a nation i ircepressible;
it must hRave vent, and if denied opportunity of
developing itself in the ordinary and legitimate
way, it does in some other. Leta warlike. peo-
ple be brought into subjection by a stroager
power, and denied the privilege of bearing arms
for their own country, aad they are at once found
joining into bands of brigands, or flying to some
cowntry where they car give play to their mar-
tia tastes, as volunteers, free lances or mercena-
ries.  When the remnant of the Trish army that
fell, covered with glory, on the slopes of Kilear-
madan, sailed from Limerick with Sarsfeld at
their head, and transferred to a foreign country
their fealty and valour, their ranks were conti-
nuously recruited frora Ireland. and from end to
end of the land, that iraraoctal Legion was re-
garded as the Irish army. No matter for what
king or crown they fought; no matter in what
cawse they drew their swords, their glory and re-
nown was Ireland’s and every deed that rung
through Europe, from Fontenoy to Cremona, was
a national victory for [the island of the West.
All this time the army of Queen Victoria’s ances-
tor held the Irish towns and citadels; ani, we
need scarcely remack, that the most glorious vic-
tory of the Irish anny was that where the iwo
crossed swords on slopes of St. Anteine. But
even at home, and in a far lesschivalrous mancer,
the martial spirit, denied other neans of exercise,
displayed itself; guerilla bands spread over the
¢ountry, and, years after they had degenerated to
mere, brigands, were objects of boast and pride to
the Irish people who gloried in the daring feats
by flood and field, of the bold Rapparees. When
the penal law forbiddieg an Trish Catholic to bear
arms was_relaxed, and the master rémoved the

gyve that the slave might strike the better for
him, the Trish army abroad bad ceased to t.ax.ist,




