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LETTER OF HIS GRACE THE ‘ARCH-
- @ BISHOP-OF TUAM. ' -
+0. THE RIGHT, HON, THE CHANCELLOR : OV .THE
. . . '.: EXCHEQUER. ... - -i .-
- St. Jarlatt’s," Tuam, Oct. 31st, 1855.
Sir—It is now nearly two years ‘since "several of
ge Cathalic' Clergy of ‘tliis’ diocese, as ‘well ‘as of
ther. parts.of Ireland, met in their respective locali-
tiea to put forward their calm and solemn remonstran-
ces against- being included i the assessment imposed
on the amount ,o? legal'revenues derived from trades
and professions.’ The resolutions adopted by the
Clergy at that period, whilst they express their uni-
form readiness Lo give tribute to whom tribute is due,
and. bonor 'to whom honor is due, are equally explicit
in declaring that they are ata loss to comprehend
ag what just or equitable grounds they can be taxed
for voluntary offerings between any stated periods of
the year, which may be withheld or diminished ac-
cording ‘to” the ~good pleasure of their respective
ocks, and for ke recovery of which the ciril. law

affords | no assistance. The latter circumstance, in-

| stead of ‘being regretied, is alluded to as a - subject

.of congratulation. . Still the absence of this legal
sanction shows that such voluntary offerings : cannot
be confounded with those revenues that should, if ge-
cessary, distinctly -contribute to the support of the
‘state, because the state lends its aid in enforcing
their collection.” T P

As citizens sharing. the general protection which
the faws afford, they always cheerfully acknowledge
their liability- to the common burthens of ' general
taxation. - But whilst they express - their' sympathy
with the laity on the peculiar hardships of the income
tax, aggravated by the agencies through which it
was imposed, they 'claim, on the ground of their
special exemptions {rom the protection whick is: ex-
tended to the collection’ of -every other income, an
<xemption, tao, from the correlative burthen of taxu-
tion ‘which'sich protection to enforee -its ‘payment

' implies. . As.for the pr’étci;'dedv“_analpgc;:nf:_i"i _ca,sg‘a:s",t_of,
" which fiscal or Tegal sophiists have labored to’. assimi-

fate the condition of the Catholic Clergy, they only.
ilustrate the. ingenuily of those who.advance . them,
since, for example, a lawyer’s fees, however appa-:
rently. irrecoverable, if not paid in'advance, are well
secured in the bill of costs of the solicitor who em-
ploys him. ~ It is not, however, on any invidious dis-
tinctions between themselves and the secular profes-
sions the Clergy chiefly dwell to secure their exemp-,
tion from this new and anomalous taxation. No,
they refer even to- the times of Pagan persecution,

| and ‘inquire ‘whether the Chancellor of the Exche-

<quer can find in its annals any iastances of tle reve-:
aues of the Clergy being subjected to taxation, of
which the legal title was ot recoguised-—nay " more,
whenever .real or sipposed exigencies. of the state
were advanced -by English monarchs, in' justification-
of their appeals to the Clergy for extraordinary sub-
sidies, ‘those supplies were demanded and given -from
those incomes which the laws sectred to their legiti-
mate owners as they now secure them to the fro-
testant establishment, to- which they were forcibly
transferred. ol o
-That they.who now.possess and.enjoy this income
thould - share in  the obligations : of those occasional
burthens that have descended with théir parliamentary
tille to its exclusive usufruct, is’a proposition which,
on no ground of sound. or- political ethics, can be
.cantroverted. -But that those who have been totally
stript - of -any participation . in_this -inheritance, and.
thrown "on- the- voluntary - offerings. of ‘the: people,
should'be subjected to the scale of taxation affecting
those legal ample revenues, is 2 ‘measure that has no
-amalogy to justify it, especially when. the  require-
ments for the erection and sustaioment “of Catholic
houses of worship and Catholic 'sehiools, &c., to
which those revenues of 0ld were partially applied,
must now be met by fresh appeals to the voluntary.
benevolence. of the people. In this view, this un-
constitutional tas, as regards the Catholic Clergy,
falls with a disproportioned weight on the entire- of
the Catholic beyond the Protestant community.. But
-When it'is recollected that the Catholic' Clergy-have
but just been relieved from the pressure of ‘a famine,
diring” whicli the' great body ‘of them scarcely pos-

sessed’ the ‘hecessaries of :life, . whilst. the . law : which:

now imposes burthens never interposed with:.a, tem-.

poraty. mitization ‘of. their sufferings, as:it ‘did “ona-

precedingJoceasion with a million:of money to re-
lieve thie destitution of the. Ministers ‘of the Ksta-

blishinent, tlie'coneliision tiitist bie obvious| that, whilst'

the one’ continue objects of especial predilection,, the

-others continue: to.forin an exception in the general

measures of, impartial legislation. ... . -
-That  the -force .of ;the arguments by which the

Clergy pleaded their exemption from -the provisions-

of the income tax. has been felt;: is.manifest in .the

respite. from annoyance. experienced by  numbers,

both Priests aud Bishops, since: the -timé - of: its

enactment, as well as by the sudden zeal that has
sprung up among its officials to enforce the collection
of this cess with an unsparing rigor. Heace those

- tseizures of the property of Ecelesiastics, latterly

become so frequent; because they will not submit to
the alternative of an arbitrary amount of taxation
imposed at random, or of the other still more pain-
ful and embarrassing one of having subjects of an
entirely Ecclesiastical and canonical nature laid bare
to the irreverent curiosity of functionaries, some of
whom, in the capricious exercise of their inquisito-
rial ofice, have been indulging in an unseasonable in-
solence of interrogatories searcely to be ‘paralleled
in a court of insolvency. You will not be surprised if
Ecclesiastics, who would suffer;, when their cloak is
taken, to let their coat go also, should shrink from
the annoyance of annual appeals—that is, from the
same to the same—an appeal from those who impose
the tax to the same persons who gather it iz, whe
have no ears nor understanding for those arguments
yrhich must sway the Clergy in refusing them the
amount of minute apd particular information which a
morbid curiosity to become acquainted - with all the
details of Church discipline prompts them to require.
Hence the cattle of Clergymen lately seized and
sold ; and should this inexorable rigor ia requiring
the particulars of canonical revenues ceatinue, the
number of horses and cows so seized would, no
doubt, be a considerable accession to zay of the
great fairs recently held in this country.

- T respectfully put it to you, and the associates of
your administration, whether it is wise to hdrass a
faitbful Clergy with a tax less galling in its amount,
however slender their means, than in its consequences
on account of the miserable sum which it will bring,
to your treasury 7 In the most trying circumstances.

of the country their fidelity bas not only been proof |

dgainst impeachment, but they hare been the tnost
active in maintaining the public tranquillity. "It is
acknowledge«l even by thcir 083 i nnz-."ualuolxc*
Clergy form.the ¢ chiaf defence of the nation,” and
as youare well versed in the science of figures, it
would not be an unprofitable study to ‘ascertain - the
balancé between the pittance wrung by seizures and.
ductions out of the alms given to the Catholic Cler-
gy, and the cost of a standing army ia Ireland, often
amounting to thirty thousand men, which the ten_ch-
ing of the Priesthood, and the docility of their faith-
ful flocks, have enabled you to spare for the exigen-
cies of a distant war. TIn that war the Irish Catho-
lic soldiers are among the most distinguished in the
discharge of their military duties, though, no matter
what may be asserted to the contrary, numbers of
them as well as the sailors are still bereft of the con-
solations of religion. Theirs has been the deadly
distinction to. be placed, like Urius, in the front of
the. battlefield, though the spirit of Joab should
never be supposed to have swayed the selection of
their commanders, whilst the laurels that were won
by the surviving heroes were sure to be worn by the
English placed in a more secure position in the rear,
and the fame achieved by their fallen companions
was put to the indiscriminate and ' confused account
of British valor, ‘should the modest historian of -the
Hightlands net succeed in securing the exclusive glory
for his-own. As such fidelity springs from a_holier

ment of any. administration. Policy, bowever, as
well -as justice—gratitude is out - of the - question—
should prompt a minister not to: annoy, with a new
and penal impost, a body of,men, whose divine mi-
nistrations are so serviceable to the public weal. -
The Clergy and the people are not ignorant that
they are indebted for this abnoxious tax to.the active:
co-operation of so many of those false .representa-
tives who betrayed their constituents by the - flagrant
violation of their free and Lionest covensnis. - In no-
thing, perhaps, is the treachery of that party more
manifest than in the colors in which they labor to re-
present those pledges to which they were committed.
They . were not required to oppose every measure,
whatever be its nature, which would emanate from
a certain administration,. as they have been civeulat-
ing with an untiring industry. ' Good measures they
should suppott, from ‘whatever government  they
might emabate. - But when a government was’ found.
refusing those: measures of essential safety. on -which
the constituenits of certai -members were agreed,or
framing pétidl mieasures; -as was.the case during <the
‘Ecclesiastical Titles . Bill,-then it was required that
the truth or the. treachery - of the pledged ‘meimbers.
should be tried to the world, and that instead: of hol-
Jow -votes of frustrate opposition to thie Titles’ Bill
.or any such-measure, at the harmless nature of whick
vote the minister could afford to smile, whilst ke re-;
ceived theirsupport , in.return.for his profuse patron-
‘age, they should at once release themselves frgu_: the:
trammels of i private: and selfish favors, ‘and withhold

‘that rould perseveie in such pérsecuting enaclments:

-

source, it is independent. of the favor or’ ill-treat-

theirssuffrage: it the crisis of 7its:fall from:any ministry:

. It was for policy like this, and no other, which
took its noxious vitality from the Ecclesiastical Titles
Bill, that several of those who since betrayed them
received the approval of assembled Prelates, Priests,
and people. Tt was to the persevering imitation of
thé same conduct, which was marked with such high
approval, that several of them have been since pledg-
ed ; and a5 {dng.as the Catholic Church values fidelity
and truth, and condemus tlieir viofation, the Catho-
lic Clergy cannot be parties to suck breaches of so-
lemn promises, which have been so injurious to themn-
selves and the people. To the people, whom those
pledge-breakers vainly strive to flatter with the per-
suasions that this tax was consented to for their ad-
vantage, as if the poor tenantry had not been already
taught to fee! how hearily it Las pressed on them in
being obliged not ozly to pay it in the first instance,
but like the poor rates in every instance,and doomed
to bear fror the very persons who sought to ease
them by voting for this tax that they must give up
their farms or pay the additional tax with which the
property of their landlord and poor protecting sena-
tor has been burthened ; and yet like those who, in
the earlier stages of the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill,
would fain persuade the country that they were vi-
gorously opposiag it by their -ineffectual votes, whilst
in reahty they were fastening it on the Hierarchy by
their effectual ozes, in sustaing the persecuting mi-
pister that sought to pass it into Jaw. Thus have
several of the pledge-breakers been ostentatious in
parading the catalogue of their ineffectual votes in
favor of tenant right, at the same time that to count
twice as many, and thus deceive their simple coasli-
tuents by the delusion, would have been raore gra-
tifying to 'their ministerial patron, who avows his
hostility to tenant right to be no less sincere than
that which he feels to the titles of the Hierarchy, or
tkose of the supreme head, from whom those titles
are derived. Some of those pledge-breakers: so.far
rotttam the requisition of their coustituents {hat they
gratultously ‘prummiccd to- oppose’ any ministry  that

a.cabinet measure.. This  refutes at once_the notion
since those men were generally as eager in volunteer-

unscrupulous- in their violation. - Now, so far from-
making any efforts to have this act rescinded, they

taxing revenues founded upon those very titles which’
it so deeply aggrieved them as Catholics to be ignored.
In the mass of your statute laws, were you to
search the entire volume, you could scarcely disco-
ver such clumsy enactments. I am served witha
paper, with D for its exponeat, requiring I should £l
it with an account of the profits derived from foreign
funds, or trade, or profession, or any other calling.
Now, it happens that from none, save .one only, of
those sources do I derive any emolument whatsoever
—that is, my  spiritual office or calling, not of an
Archbishop, but of the Archbishop of the see to
which I have been appointed. Yet, if I6ll the paper
with this.candid, ingenuous, and’ truthful statement,
authenticated with my proper sigmature, I subject
myself to the heavy assessment of £100 sterling. If
again, to avoid the liability to such a fine for the as-
sumption. of the title, which the law forbids, T should-
as candidly declare that otherwise I derive aeither
profit nor emolument from any of the sources specifi-
ed, I am then, too, subjected, as I have been, to an
arbitrary arsouat of taxation, rigorously to be enfore-
ed, if I submit not to a novel process, to which I
have before alluded, teazing and harassing in the ex-
treme to.merchaats, farmers, -and all the similar pro-
fessions, but which, as . far as regards - Ecclesiastics
and : offeriigs connected: with spiritual functions,
assumes a-complexion so far different that I am not
prepared to say that I a= competent to submit such
‘things to the inquisitorial searches of any secular tri-
bural. For the power of such an inquisitorial rigour
is ascurned, and if not yet much exercised,enough has
transpired frorn out of the foldings of the official
courtesy with which some Clergymen have been
treated to show that the timte is not far distant when
it is hoped to bring them and their Ecclesiastical
funds, as much as the rest of his'budget; under the
control of the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
. Itis not, tken, without cogent. reasons that I hare
hitherto demurred to this most unconstitutional tax';
and, when compelled by the overruling power of the
law, which ‘we shall never be found to violate, I bave
authorised my secretary to pay the exorbitant amouat,
accompanyiag'the payment with a protest character-
ising it as ubjust, umcenstitutional, and ‘oppressive in
principle, and enormous ia its anount beyond what I
:had reason to believe soy example of a similar taxa-
tionin: Ireland—~a protest which I shall take care:to
~continie on-evéry.accasion of seizure or sale: until
the questiom now at'issue be Settled to our satisfac-

tiop. Itis'trme that E bave no claim on the govern-

ment for any exceptional reductions, nor have I ever
goae out of my path to carn by ‘any overt acts a title
to the special favor of any administration ; but X
bave a title to justice, and —what every impartial go-
vernment should value as much as any special - zeal
for any particuler. colour of administration, if not
more—1 hare a people, the most numerous in Ireland
before famine thinned their nambers, whose unifori
peaceful conduct and freedom from' crime .proclaim:
the zeal and labours of their Pastors, from the hum-
blest to the most exalted, in diffusing sound instruc-
tion, by which the interests of society and good
government are 0 effectually advanced. 1t is, then,
with no smali share of surprise ‘that I.bave felt the
invidious distinction with which T bave been treated
in this question of taxation. For whilst the commis-.
sioners or surveyors treated us to a most ample mea-
sure of revenue, oue exceeding the reality by huu-
dreds duriog some of those latter years, far from.
exercising the same generous license regarding the.
allewvances of expenses incidental to my position, they
have not reduced their imaginary budget by a single
farthing. I have not appealed ; but if I have pre-
ferred letting the law take its course in the. exaction:
of a tax rather than submil to a vexatious process
which T conscientiously believe to be derogatory.and
prospectively most dangerous to the real interests of
my religion, that is no reason why I should not expe-
rience justice in a.measure of allowances correspond-
ing with that which is.granted in secular cases 7 The:
maxim of our canon law, which has been incorporated
with every sound code of legislation, favores ampli-
andt and odic restringenda, is- here reversed,.in-
stead of which frzores restringendi and odia ampli-
anda, would appear to be the motto adopted by the
Commissioners of Income "T'ax. Balancing' the ne-

would not raake the rescinding of the obpoxious act
of such promises being given under any compulsion,

ing those pledges asthey were afterwards cool and:

have assisted in adding injury to insult by voting for

cessary expeuses of- their station with. thieir revenies,
there ‘are, 1 am 'sure, few, Prelates wbo'' could -be
taxed with half the amount of impost. efacted:from.
we, and there are others:who.:should be entitled tda:
total exemption. T.ne€d. not dwell on the Suite:oF-
officials, including gamekeepers, allowed to Protes-.
tant Prelates; the amount ‘o :tvhose allosrances would:
more than cover.the whole of.ithe : casusl income:iof-
an Irish Catholic Bishop. | Insthe: allowance for a:
secretary and Chaplain, besides Serrants; horses, and :
travelling expenses, the commissioners; I undérstand,
were exceedingly courteous in’ the commencement;
while striving Lo smooth their approach. to the cano-:
nical revenues of the Catholic Church.. Latterly, it
seems, they are more distinctly evolving their scru-
pulous interpretation of the law, which "was 'so long:
wrapped under the polite veil of being easily satished :
with a general return, and, however. slender: be:the'.
meats of Priests or Bishops compared with ‘the de-
cent requirements of their station), those functionaries.:.
are said in some cases to be most’ stringent in ascer- -
taining the existence and estimating the value of those :
appendages which the law allows. Notwithstanding .
the contrast between the overgroivn wealth of Pro-
testant sinecurists and .the comparative poverty of
the Catholic Clergy,. both, it seems, are .similarig
treated ; and as theic*own private sense’is their rule
for interpreting the surpluses, I should not be sur-
prised if the commissioners wrere to justify their treat~
ment of both classes by the significant words— For -
he that kath, to him shall ‘be-given’; but from kLim,
that bath not, even that which be hath shall be taken ..
away." T IR o
You, Sir, view this tax in connexion with.the ma-i
terial interests of the Treasury.” I contemplate it,
I'will ow, though in this respect I do not calculate
on your sympathy, in its necessary influence on ‘the .
interests of my religion. With the seizure or sale of .

‘our properf{y, or that of the Clergy, I bave no-fucther

concern than to express.my profound regret that your .
inconsiderate measures have rendered  such things of -
frequent recurrence. But with ‘its Ecclesiastical
bearing we have much concern, and. feel a deep
anxiety that the characters of any of the Clergy,or .
the interests of the Catholic Church, should not be .
compromised by the regulated written correspondence -
or oral communications on matters of grave import
into which they are reluctantly drawn.. Itisa sub-

ject deserving serious deliberation in connexion with

Church and State, and, therefore; we shall take every. -

| opportumty ‘of council, as well with the Ecclesiasties '

concerned,as with such of oir faithiful representatives,, - |

{who, amidst the. defection’ to- which . we owe -this .,

grievance, have retained any title to be trosted. - ..

In thus alluding to our represeitatives; I am sor--- -
rowfully reminded of the recent void whiclideath has "
made in their diminished ranks by withdrawing from’
this world ene with the fedtures, of whose character -
you were not unfamitiar—who, in.the brief moiety of: -
one session of parliament, .won:the reluctant ear of:a..":
fastidious auditory to .truths the ‘most unpalatableg:
‘and reached, as.if with a bound, the’loftiest- parlia~":
mentary reputalibi: The secret of his great sticcess:-

—an incentive to follow such an example—could be ™~



