R i

' emlo P ..

CHRONICLE

PP SO St TS SRR e

‘ DIARY F '1‘111' SILGE. .
(Fm'n Cufre-pandeulc of Laudon Paperc)
J\ ril,30.—Our- new. hattery, which is only 700
)"uda from the enemy’s guns, is nealy completed,
and, 05 ils armament is very hieavy, great results are
C,chtcd from.its fire. " Of course, llle effect of the
evemy’s. fire -against it will be increased, and, we. ust
expect 2 ldrger firoportion of casualties as the ad-
vances - are pushed on, I'o my mind, however, the
u|penorny in guns and’ gunners must be very decided
both in number and poemon before we can hope 'to
sience - artillery in earthworks by artillery simi-
farly “placed. o a certain extent the” damage dane
1o onr batteries by the Russians'is a test of the eflects
wehave froduced on their batteries. If it were an
accurate tést, we might very reasonably conclude
that our fire had donv but [ittle harm, and bad not
caused any very great loss of life ; but, as our fire
converges on b'rm.nes behind which are Liouses, walls
aid’ heaps of stones, where a certain portion of the
aarnson, of the reliefs and working parties, ust be
plnced in addition to the positive loss of life. in the
Russian Dbatteries, we must reckon.frequent casual-
ties from- the shot and shell flying beyond and behind
them, and .from (rngments of stones struck by the
shot: ‘That consideration is, however, of very little
consequence so long as the enemy can feed their gar-
rison from the army without the city, and adds only
- the nseless but inevitable staughter of a siege. In
fact, we do these enorinous carthworks “of twenty
and 1hirt)' feet in thickness very little injury of an ir-
reparable’ nature by any amount of shot we - may di-
rect agajust them, and tle enemy appears able to
remount guns and place new pieces in position as fast
aswe can. dismount or destroy them, . It is, low-
ever, tolerably evideat that the Russian gunners do
not stand .to_ their guns in heavy fire as well as our
own... . AsJong as they are let alone they'make splen-
did practice, but as soon as they are exposed to the
sorm of shot and sheil flying through the embrasures
they fire somewhat \wldl;, and lose precision - and
range. Notwithstanding this, I canpot thiak (judg-
ing by-what T have seon) that we shall ever. be able
to ,sllenc_e a larger proportion of the Russian ord-.
sunce than we did between the 17th-and 20th of Jast
Octaber, and it is not, I suppose, conlemplated by
any parson that we cdn ever make a breach in any
;\art of their entrenchments or batteries. Our ob-
jeel, then, must be to reduce thé fire of those batte-
ties which command -the poinls selected for assault.
Inorder to estimate.our chance of doing this, we
lave only-to look at what has been already done.—
We bave - at first always succeeded in reducing the
Russian fire, -but as we go on and wear out our guns,
and exhaust our ammunition to. such an extent that
we mist reduz_e our number of rounds and charges of
powder, our ‘sitperiority is gradually dmnmshed and
conlinues decreasing 1ill it reaches zero, and the ene-
my begin to-recover themselves and their position.—
The observation of this siege ought to produce an im-
mense effect on Iortlﬁcnlmm, for it has been demon-’
strated,'one ‘would think, that earthworks are far bet-
ter lorucsses than any inasonry. The solid mass of
stoa¢ of which “the Malakoff Tower consisted was
smashed, vent. up, and split {rom top to hottom at our
very frst, day’s fire. *'T¢ is now a heap of ruins. The-
carthwork beneath it is as firm as it wasthe very first
day we fired at it The maximum penetration of a
13-inch_shell into a compact earthwork -is about 3
fect; of a 24-pounder, at 700 }nrds, ‘the shot pene-
trates aboirt 6 feet; of a H6- -poynder, at the same
distance, about 8 feet. . The penetration of a- 68-
poinder is somewhat more. - But granting that every
shot we five has such an effect, and. attains the maxi-
mum ol penctralion, what result.can we hope to
achieve agains! earthworks thirty feet thick, capable
of being banked upp from behind, and defended byan
enemy with endiess supplies af - ]aborers, of ‘eairth and
sand, of gbions and timber?: Our arlxllery has done
a3 mnch ag'could have Leen expected of° ity both fast
year and the last time we opened fire. It remains
niw to be ‘Seén what will be ‘done when the- artillery.
has* '\ccnmphshed ifs miséion ‘once more.”’ But  mean-
tine, the, siegeé ought to'bs ‘gaing on, and" as far as

our cannon and mmmrs are concern»d, ,rt is. suspend-'

ed. What..is; the. principal reason? ;' Simply,-be-

tause Waolwich is'not next door to: us, and shell and:
“Lhere are., 0o, fuses. of’

fuses are .o, forthcoming. .
suchishells, as we; have, and.we have plenly ol fuses
fort shells, which sve have.aot.:- Thére are pan!y of
“-mchhqhellq and? nia fuses for-them, ind: there . are’
Jots 61110%ineh” ‘fises and'n hells for lhem. \Vhere
are 1he shells il "belonged .al
e e l'upe:i that’ el":ed
""I)' Jist {a-remark, th
llculnr-.kmd andsin fuses, of 2,y certain -description
“Ahat- we.! are ishont; rbutrthatveryckindrof. shell:iand
!bnt-reryvsorl of: fus harm=l_ stuseful int: the
sap hes of J:hl:)l,
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w:tlnn the inst few ays lont lhc French two thou-
{sand shot, with which Ahey are.now, prose.culmﬂ' their
altack against the town._ 1t is about six montbhs since
it was first known that our army would live to re-
open fire (when the spring came) against Sebdslopol

We have the largest, the most powerful, the most
numerous {leet of steamers . in the, wor ld—-we bave
Malta as a half-way house—a nleat fortress in which
to accumnlate all the engines and matéricl of war—
we lave Woolwicl, the ndmnatlon of foreign poten-
| tates, and the special wonder of the late Czar bin-
self, when he visited England, all he saw there—and
here are our mortars, short of shells, and our shells
short of fuses, after a week’s practise ! We have
railways and steamers, a secure haven,a (ransport
carps, harses, mules, ponies, bullaloes, cnmels oxen,
drivers of all kinds of beasts of burden, collected from
all parts of the habitable globe within 3000 miles

of us, and yet the supply of matériel has run out,

and our military Oliver "I'wists are asking for ¢more’

to the great astonisiiment, no doubt, of our overseers
at liome. In reference to the actual work done hy
the railway, it appéars that so far from its services
having been less than they were estimated, they lave
been considerabiy greater. 'I'he supply of ammuni-
tion which our authorities relied upon {rom the rail-
way bas been far exceeded, and it has not only car-
ried up more than the estimated qu'muly of shot and
shell, &ec., but a very great amount of stores and
cargoes of all kinds, in addition, morcover, to throw-

ing obligations broadeast all aver the army, from the
oenexosn}, kindzess, and zeal of Mr. Bealty, to pro-
mate the comfort of every ofiicer who had any b'\g—
gage to be sent to the front.
g the 28th of April the average amount of tonnage
sent up froni Balaklava to the terminus, was 240
tons per diem ; and-on that day 180 tons of ammuni-
tion alone were forwarded by rail towards the batte-
riés, and déposited at the terminus. Twenty more
labovers have been handed over to the wareliouse de-
partmeat, ffty having recently arrived.  The warm
clothing (furs, &c.,) is being collected and packed up,
to be scnl to. Cona(’mtmople ta be cleaned, &e., and
made fit for reissue. A ]arrre number of sheepskin:
coats have been destrayed, wlnch, it is believed, had
competent persons béen consulled, might have been
saved. ‘Captain Gordon has consulted: Mr. Pratt,
who has advised that a staff to re-dress and clean the
furs should be sent from England, and a communica-
tion to tle Home Government has been made for this
purpose. A saving, it is hoped, will thus be effected
ot at least £40 000, in addition to the 'great advan-
tage of huving the warm clothing ready to re- -ship to
any part. The Tmperial (:uard were marched dowe
to the trenches on the right of our right attack this
evening., .Itis now 120 “elock at mnht and there is
no ﬁlln°‘ on the right, but a very severe cannonade
and incessant mnshelry bave been going on. the
left, opposite.the Flagstaff Battery. It is now afl-
firmed thot our fire will not re-open for 10 days at
least ! Not only is our supply of shell and fuses in-
sufficient, but we cannot mount the new guns and
cownplete our new batteriesin time.

May 1.—May-day in the Ciimea! Whorthy of
the sweetest May Queen in merry England ! Itis
enough to make one credulous of peace, 'md to. listen
to the pleasant whispers of home, ndtwithstanding the
rude interruption of the cannon before Sebnstopo].
"Fhis bright sun, however, develops lever and malaria,
The reeking earth, saturated with dew and rain,
pours ‘forth poisonous Vapors, and the sad rows'of
mounds covered with long lank grass which rise in all
directions above the soil rmprewnate the air with dis-
ease. As the atmosphere is purged of clouds and
vapor, the repont; of the cannon and of the rifles he-
coame more distinct. . The white houses, green-roofy,
and the domes and cupolas- of \obastopo[ stand out
with fantalizing distinctness. against the sky, and the
ruined suburbs ‘and masses of rubbish inside the Rus-
sian batteries' 'seem almost incorporated with' the
French ‘entrenchments. * The French on the left are
indeed . e'mosed to constanl aanoydnce ind . loss by
frequent volleys of hand grenades and cohorns, and
their: works.are.. m&errupud by little sorties of . a few
yards—out and back again.” On the extreme right,
however;1he English works towards the round tower
are in ad¥ance of ;the Frenchiwarkstoward the Ma-
melon. On our proper left.we can make no consi-
derable approaches'iu advance of our actual works up
:Lo:the Redan, in.consequence of theideep;rarine be-

few ! hiundred - yarda of{lie’ Mamelon;=-and! our:ad-

clinds forward of thelr lm’e‘ ’towards the Round "Tow-
ven,
.zuns, lhere .rre.not apparenﬂy more l])an fire; mounl-‘_
ed hul‘.xll 1hew embrasures’are,scrcened.‘_,1he Rus-
sians havesbeen. checkediinitheir-attempts toadvauce

upen odr right toivirds Inkermann, ‘and “thei-French

ft‘ towa\'ds the ‘li_o‘g;sj
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Up to the week end--

‘fore our:batteries.z The French are now .within.ia:

.v'mced paral]el, whichiis onnected with theirs? in-

InSIde thc ohl R ussnn outwmks, but the centre, pra-
tected by the Garden Battery, Road Battery, Bar-

'rack.Batlery, and the Redan, still offers some diffi-

culty to an approach,. and, presents a very strone po-
sition. . Not only must we have ample guns and ain-
munition to l'crht the Rusqao batteries again, but we
must be prepared with a siege train and malcrlrf to
move up o the heights inside the fown, commanding
the fleet and the northern forts and ballorles‘ as soon
as we get inlo the south side, which must be enfered
by hook or by crook-—by window if not by the door,
to use the idiom of Géneral Conrobert. At present
there is an interregnum —nothing té report. There
is, however, one mel.\nr]mly item of infelligence, —
Paor C’!pl‘am Christic, lafely in charge of the trans-
port service, who has been the mark of so much well-
meant but unjust vituperation, is lying sick on board
ship, without the smallest chance of recovery. An
expedition from the British and French fleets. con-
sisting of the smaller Imnvy armed steamers and gun-

bmts, is 1o sail this-evening for Kerteh, to test the ‘}

strength of tlie fortifications there and at Yenikale.
Tt is stated that Sir Edmund Lyon will accompany
and direct the British expedition. and that Admiral
Bruat will take command of the Trench ships.

May 2.— We are progressing fast with our batfe-
ries on both attacks, and hope, when we open fire
next time, we shall in a few hours silence the Rus-
sians’ fire, althangh they have made a battery within
140 yards of the trenches; but as we have now 8
and 10 moriars and 68- pmmder guns, we hope to he
able to do wonders. We have about 140 euns and
mortars ready, aund all of them heavy. The Bufis
have arrived ; their ship had canght fire, but it was
‘got under, and they are all rlaht

DESPATCH FROM LORD RAGLAN.
E _ War-Department, May 18,

Lord Panmure has this day received the fo”mvmcr
despau.h from Field-Marshal Lord Raglan. G.C.B.:

“ Belore SLlnstopol May 5.

“ My Lord—Since Twrote to your lordship on
the 1st inst. nathing of importance li2s arisen. The
enemy still appear to be collecting troops upon the
high ground on the opposite side of the Tchernaya,
in the neighborhood of Sch'\stopol, and convoys are
constnnﬂ) seen moving in that direction.

“ The f{ire from the place upon our trenches has
not been heavy, but nqtwit listanding I have soine ca-
sualties to report to you as known in the accompany-
ing return; and T have to lament the death of three
promising young officers—-Licutenant Carter, of the
Royal Engineers, Curtis, of the 461h, and White, of
the 62ad regiments.

“ On’the maht of the 1st instant the French at-
tacked a kind of counterguard which the Russians
had established in front of the central bastion. The
operation was quite successful, and the enemy were
driven out with great loss, {eaving behind them nine
small mortars,

“Our allies have remained in the wark nolwith-
shndmc the heavy fire to which they have been ex-
posed, and have established themselves therein, frus-
trating the efforts made by ‘their adversaries to dis-
possess them of it on the fol!owmu day, when a . vi-
gorous sortie was repulsed, and the Russians were
again great sufferers.. The conduct of the French
troops was very brilliant.—I have, &e.,

“ RAGLAN.
 The Lord Pam_nurc. )
: LIFE IN. THE TRENCHES.
Une of the:surgeons attached 1o the British Expe-
dition gives this gmphlc description of life (.md death)
in the trenches :—

CAMP REFORE Snmsropox., tApriL 15.—In my
last-letrer 1 told you-that I was going to the trenches;
well, T went, and 1 had enough of it. But I. sup-
pose you ‘would like to hear the whole story, so I
shall begin at the beginning. . We paraded at a quar-
ter past six pim. . ‘Thad a bandsman attached to me,
to carry the pack containing lint, &c. As we are
not aflowed to take dm\n our servants with our
breakfasts now, T had. ‘to. take everything I wanted
myseif. -1 '\ecordmgai) took in my havresack a tin can-
teen to-boil witer in; and in it some :tea, sugar, but-
ter, and-a tot-or mug ; also in the havresack some
red her rmO's, blscmts, rum, and a'plate. -and knife.and
fork, a- lmie firewood, a candle, and -some. .matches.

11 dlso hadamy. ivooden barrel; with 'water in it, slung

on’the .other-side, ‘my* telescope, ‘cloak; and mackm-
tosh; altogether, I was in Lbeary marchmcr order.—

My ordrs! Wwere, to* shy inithe: surgeons’ huf and to]
“doi thebést{l-could-! wnh :the: wounded. There are
-[our assistant-surgeons id the:(renches-—one, an:artil-
lery nian, who goes wherever he is most wanted; a,
naval man, and two, line assistant-surgeons, who stay
in the first parallel.” The firing slopped for the, JAight,
shortl"’ f'ter "I ‘ﬁ""t ‘d'o'wn'," §0''T wnlLed or;er lhe.
trencbes ,l"" “what’ hnd beén ‘dodel T *did ‘u

‘Was mucﬁ harm) etce;\t to‘ihe’ batter}
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the ddranced trench (No.. 7),“h|ch h'ul becn a good
deal lrnochd ‘about—in fact,smashed alnost’ enluvlv

The artillery surgeon told me be had o go there |lu- .
T came

next day, and Imuel say Idid not envy hita.
‘baek 10 the hut, and seeing a nice soft board, I taok
possession ‘and was saon sound asleep. 1 got up
about six o’clock, when the iring commenced. About
seven o'clock in walked the arullery surgeon, -with
his face bandaged up. He had gonete the advanced
battery at daybreak, where he had a number of men
wounded, and be had got hit himsel!. e also said
that some one must go tliere, as the men were being
hit every minute. \VLH T was rather in a lix. Be-
ing senior medjeal o[‘ﬂcer, I was of course asked to
send some ane. ~ Now, T liad been told that we were
Lo stay in the hut, and not to Jeave it, and if T sent
any one forward and he got hit, the au!hor:tnes would
have come down on me for dom«r so, and if any man
ot hit and no help at hand lhcy would cqually be
down on me; so T thought: the best thing T conld do
was 1o go mysdt I 'lccoldmoly went forvard and
found that during the short time the olher surgeon
had been away “hve new men had been wounded.

Tlhere are two batteries there, Nos. 7 and 8.—
No. 7 battery is much the most dangerous. So,
after doing swhat was wanled there, I went 1o No. 8
The ground of it is composed of gravel and Jarge
stones, and, of course, the b.lltery is constructed of
the same material. ‘The consequence was, that every
shot fired by the enemy threw up a perfect shower of
stones, some of them very Jarge ; and as they fired at

us all day, every one was hit more or less, some very "

severely ; fortunately, although this morning [ am-
blacle and blue, and my back aches from a large
stone that fell on it, T was not hurt.  They kept me
running between the two balteries all day, ‘and most

A dm'\rrrueable worle it was, as in one plm.e there was

no cover at all, and in getting into No. 7 there was
u sort of channel which we had to run tlnouvh that
was always gelting balls through it.

I'he  escape we had: were most wonderful. One
time it was alinost miraculous. T was leaning on the.
carriage of a gun that wasloaded and run out, speak-’
ing to “the :uh!l(.ry officer who was pointing it e
had his face on the gun locking 1hrouvh the sight, a:
shot came from the Ruw'ms ‘hit our ‘gun in the bore,
and knoeked off-two feet of the 1nu17|e, wounding by’
the splinter every man of the gun's crew except two
and the artillery officer and myself, four out of nine
—1lie men literary fell all roind me. Most of them
were slightly wounded ; but how any escaped, parti-
cularly the officer who lmd his face on the gun, 1 can-
not tell.

Of coirse we have to dress the men, or the wont

cases, where they lie, and, the Russians hating got

your range, most likely send another shot nearly i
the same place as the first.  "This is so well known.
that the rule is, in such cases, to run behind a tra-
verse or any shelter.  So does every one except the
non-combatant, the doctor, who must gn to his men;
no matter where, To give you an instance of this:

A man got his hand blown off in No. 7. They sent
for me at- ance, as the man was bleeding, * At thi
time there was a perfect storm of shot caming on the
un(ortunate b'\tlery T bad to dart into it the best:
way I covld. “When T got there the wounded mag
was lying where he was lnl with another beside him;,

and ail the rest were snugly placed" behind traverses .

and parapets. T had to go to the unfortunate,-and it
took me nearly a quarter of an lour to dress the
wound, it was such a bad one, and T am sure, if
one shot came past me, twenty did. oo

This nice work lasted till about half-pas( six, when,

as’tliey had nearly stopped finng, I thought I might

go bck to the first parallel, and Wwhen 1 kot there I.
found my relief had come, so T started homie, preci-
ous glad to get away, and very hudgry, as T lnd no-

thmo but some rum and biscuit for 24- hours, cookmn' .

bemty quite out of the question in such 2 targct as the
advanced: battery. "It would be'q\mo “impossible - to
tell all the narrow escapes we had.’ ‘A shell féll'into

the middle of us, but forlunately did * not burstyiwe

screwed out' the fuse and found it Vs an’ Enﬂllsh
one, probably a shell of - ours that had not burst, “and
was returnad by the’ ‘enemy.” The noise all day was
terrific.” The “shells’ from ovr hai(erxu dhd" the sliot
from lhexrs, about 300 yards dxstant never ‘t‘:e'\eed'

We were ina c1pml position fof hearmv everyllung
Their’ pr'\chcle was much’ better ‘than -6urs.” - ised
to  ¢limb iip ' in an’ embrosure ‘aid wateh: ot Jsbor,
which ' alwa)s wéat over théit’ b'}ltery i Phist wa's
qmte $afé, “as’ they had- wnhdr'\wn therr nﬂemen‘ and
one" conld always Jump into- the’baucry iftér they
fired“a gun before the shot came:~ You saw’ ‘thie flash.
Our shot went too hlcrh,becnuse the em!;rosurec wers
to ugh, dnd-the" 7
suﬁicleotly deprcsce‘d

'“"And how * your “Have’
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