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GROSSMITH ON THE AMERICAN ORAMA.

H-E typical Aniericain play of'
the riod is somethilng whlichi

iitrliv struck so keen ant
-)bserver as Mdr. George Gros-

-~ sinth the moment after lie
hiad Il Discovered Ameicrica."

I ~And whlat an exqitusitc ae a
ttre lie gave of it iii bis eniter-

'~- taiiinment last mveek 'l'lie
screams of laugliter testilied
that the satire wvas not onily
funniv but truc.h. idcd
is the secret of Grossmlith's
success as a b)urlesquer ;there

is alw~ays s olid truth at the bottoni of lits lesting. Not even
bis rare talents %vould be equal to the ta'sk, %%hich checaper
wits ote..n atteipt. of' depi cting qrotesque impossibilities
aild maki i the -delineation ell iusrt

4". i \erican play of the pecriod,'' said1 the qluizt.i:cl
George, is a q.Ueer mixture of mielodrama, fatrce, tr1gdyl,conied!. imusie hall, and a lot of other tbings. h hs
profoun)d pathos in 'it, and is plenitifull)- supplied with what
are called 'speciailties.' These are dricggedl iii with a sub-
finie iidi flerenice to everv-
thbmg but the very peculiar
taste of the public that
likes that sort of thinig. 1ý1

1 will hriely outline the
story. There is a horne- î.
stead, w-hich is %bout to be
sold to a railway compan).,
as thec proJected hile îS to
run tbrough the fiarm bu
the rnilwy is gi~ N up,*l)>
anld so the honiestead is
not sold. That's ail. But
the therne is w-ork-ed out ini a vast variety of ways.

As the curtain goes Up vou hear a tuneful refrin-somle-
thing between a salvation' arnîy hvn atid a plantation
nielody, the subject of which seemis to be Il the shore ''-
";on the shore," that's how the chorus always enlds-" a
babyl"-or somethino'-" on the shore," I nevercould catch
the words e\actly. 'i'be air goes like this, )-ou kniow "-
and bere bie thrummed it oif on the piaiio. "'Well, the
curtain goes up, and discovers John, the owier of the home-
stead, sitting iti the middle of the stage %vith his head bantig-
imig dowvn. American actors, by the way, always act %vith
thecir hiends hatnging down. English actors, on the other
banid, kccp their heaids up to sucb ant extent that people in
the pit nieyer sec anything but their niecks. Enter Johp's
Brother. He goes up to.fr)h,- sadly aiid says-" Doni't selI
the old homestead." (This in quaverigly pa'thetic toiles.)

Why tiot ? " replies *oh?. "Because we've had it so
lon- -niearly twelve vears !"says the Brother-" Dotn't seli
the ohld honîestead,-M>n 1 i//l seli it !ý' says Jo/n,

curtly, and then he goes off.
Ris Brother is heart-broken.
He cornes forward close to the
footliglits, takes a paper-bag of
sand frorn his pocket, sprinkles
it on the stage, tosses aside the
bag and then-" Here Gros-
srnith did a jig ini the best stylej ' ~ of the sg- and - dance art.
'lThen," lie resurnied, "the

Brother g"oes eh, anid eniter four
farrn--hands. To thern, enter

Z.1oh,,. IlDon't sel] the old
Jonetedfhn, " the' plead.

rhey have been "'or'ig for

seli it ! " replies Jfoli, agiin, and again lie goes off. The
farui hands -ire now cast down wvith sorrow,îso the), step up
close to the footlits in a rowan teni turns out that
tlicv are a quartette part%-. l'ley sing the touclîing nielody
I have just played for ynti, and go oFf after which enter the
leadilng lady, fohii's wife, anid bier daugliter, a spriglitly and
fetchiing soubrette ini a long pinafore- and big straw hat.
This cha.racter il, played l>y a lady soniething miore than
twice thîe age of lier '4 iiotlier,- and lier special fine of
business is postturitg as a tom -bov-giri as vou've seen hier
oit the bi ls,'' and bere Grossuthl '<ir a few evolutioniary

laIm1er, sl)rawled
graceftully aid *girl-

ishly over the pianio,
foot poisccd oit the i
hack of a chair.

l'lie play ends l
with a tableau ini
which /ohn,, sur-
roundcd by a very it ''
large anid hieretofore .

unlsuspected amu ly, * ~
augrneitcd by ib;e ~ ~ ~ ~ *
farmý-hand quartette. Àk, h 1%.... fro
are grouped stiffly ini
the middle of tie stage, and tgainî the nîeltingt strains of
Ion the shore " are îvafted over the audience as the curtain

descends." l'le renderitig of the quartette, îviîl which the
satirist brought blis sketch to a close, xvas funny beyond any
description. H-e is a kindly critic. is Grossmith, and so he
refrained fromn passing anv opinion upon the public taste
which niakes sucli " drainas " possible, not to say financi-
:îlly successful.

OUR SPECIAL AT OTTAWA.

liovsL oi Cçouiuox"s QI' LiWA,

1'res Rooun, 'March 28<1,, uS94.WELL, they're at it hanirner aud tonigs. That is to
ýfSa)' they were until the Ea-ster holida),s ca-lled a haIlt

and a sudden adjournnient. Sir John Tlhoipork
has a lîîgh reputation as a cliurchnian, and it is passitig
strange that Easter did flot occur to him îvhen lie set the
date for the meetir'g of Parliamiert. 0f course it couldn't
bave occurred to himn, because doni't )-ou see he is cxceed-
itigly anixious to save tinie and expense. [t is a pity, but it
cati't be helped now. 'The inenbers are off to tbeir homes
-those of them who live within reasoniable mnileage, that is
- and the others are loafiing around the corridors of the
House or the botels, disctîssing the details of the fistic
encouliter up to date. Bv tlîis phrase, 'vhich 1 mîust have
picked up frorn sortie of the sport-, young nien ini the press
cT'lery, 1 have reference to the debtet on the address, atid
the few rernarks of Devlîn, M.P., on 'McCartliy's bill. The
debate on the address was the usual dreary %vaste of îî'ords,
m-îth the usual few bits of oasis in it. T'he speech which
attra cted most attention ias that of Martin, M.P., for
W\7innipeg. He is a fighter as everybody kniow~s, mrith a long
reach atid powerful delivery. (Here I arn dropping inito
pýrize-ring parlance again. I must kcep a 'a F6m those
cbaps in thîe gallery or ny pure style will be spoiled.)
joseph had a croiv to pick wvith the Premiier for that " yellow~
MHartin ' phrase tittered at A-ntigonish, an~d polished off the
bories of the bird ver), satisfactorily. l'bat is to say lie
succeeded ini saying several things quite as niasty and (luite

asfl fsneaotSrJohn Thompson. Fturthermore hie
duly gloated over lus election for Winnipee atid as the
personification of the WVestern demand for 'Iariff Reformi,
bie shook his gory locks at the governrnent- if tbis Shake-
spearîsm may bc permitted ini l'e case of a gentleman who
keeps bis hair so ver), closely eropped. So nîuch for his
maiden speech. There is every indication that he is going


