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Since then the naine Phoebe has stood for the
sucred ministrations with the priosthood ; the
name Durcas for blessed charity ; and the nume

- of Lydia, whoopened Europe to St. Puul, tor

P

the misvionary work of the Church’s women.
‘* See what women these Christians have!” eried
the pagans in the first age, The world is say-
iug the sume thing of the Church today. [
am very hopeful that the echo from theso walls
shall respond : “ Sve what & working force of
consecrated womun this Protostant Episcopal
Church has !” '

In the revived life ot the Church, the organiz.
ed work of the women has its established pluce,
imparting more and more the wpirit of purity,
grace and self sucrifice to the operation of the
Church. There is more hesrt in everythiog,
and works of mer:y and love are multiplied,
ennobling woman herself, and buttressing our
claim to be the Chureh of Christ with an un-
answerable argument, This was the condition
of the apostolic Church at first, with its
deaconosses and holy women, Causes [need
not review overthrew the primitive conditions,
and introduced the convents and nunnerivs of
medievalism. The Reformation was 1ot ended
when the Prayer Book wus issued, Juno 9, 1549,
The methods of organized women’s work are
now coming to feel the tonch and moulding
power of the same movemant; and the wise
decisions of our councils and the canons of the
General Convention are giving us the good
things of that essential forece in the militant
army of God, purged from the unnaturalness
and unscriptionalress of the dark ages,

Observe specially the Woman's Auxiliary for
the Church’s missionary work. [Its twenty-
first anniversary was cclebrated heroin this
goodly city of Baltimore. Thanked by the
whole Church for what il has done, its methods
are approved by every bishop. The Womun's
Auxilury having reached its mnjority, comes
into view as & gracious qu-on leading on all the
daughters of the Church. Like the woman of
Bethany, at the blessed feet of Christ, again
and again pierced by men to-day as they were
of old by Jows, they must minister unto Him
until they,tvo,hear His words of commendation,
“ She hath dome whut she could.” This plea
must touch every womun’s conscience hero to
follow hor exawmple, because, of the present
need ; and because it is easier to follow now
than twenty-one years ago tu-day. You have
only to move with the tide. It will be the
more shame, then, to any woman who sits still
and does vothing.

As long ago as 1830, women heiped Dr, Hill
in Grace; and in 1835, women's societies
raised money for Bishop Komper, starting for
the great Northwest. 1n 1843, boxes were
sent to Dr. Buck, In 1r64 Bishop Whipple's
Dakota League was formed., Sisterhood and
deaconesses were even then kuocking at the
door for recognition, In 18G8, the Ladies’
Domestic Mirrionary Relief Associntion was
formed. by Dr. Twing, In 1871, the Board of
Missions asked for the help of the devoled
women, organized speciully for ‘mis-ivnary
effurt ; and the Generul Convention passed Lhe
resolution for the Woman's Auxiliary. That

- orystallized one part of the greal furward move-

ment of the women of the Church, In nine
yeurs there were 650 parish branches and
twenty diocesan branches. That was twelve
years ago. Hvery year siaeo has been asteady
and wonderful incrouse,

In 1885 the Daughters of. the King appeared,
the latest bloom ot the revived life of the
Church. All this has broken down individualism
and purochialism and developed the realization
of the Church idoa. The mombers do not work
for thanks or the purish only, but for the blens-
ed body of Christ and tne exleunsion of His
kingdom, like the holy woman ut the cross, and
Mary, geatle, pure, loving and modest in
Simon’s house, breaking her precious box for

Josus, whom sie dearly loved, Phebe, the
Greekk woman, carried St Paul's letter from
Cenchrea and Corinth to the Romans, little
dreuming what & message to all succeeding nges
she was bouring ; and she found in the Lmporial
City, Priscilla and Mary and Julia, and the
sister o' Noreus, and Julia, laying the found-
alivns of the noble charities and Church work
that ever since have blessed the sad centuries,
Those were the Daughters of the King in the
eurly Church., It was the loving orgaunization
of orgavized love, as ours must be, apd not
dead machinery, liko a windmill in the dog-
days. Let it be remembered, in passing, that
althongh & man discovered America, he could
not have mude the voyage it a Christian
womuu had not prevailed for the equipment of

. the Suntu Marin; and that we owe the purity

snd jutegnc; and peerless worth of the INather
of his country to his mother. We owe more
than we can ever pay to Mrs, Washiugton,
Abiguil Adams, Elizabeth Hamilton, Sarsh
Ous, Juno Beekman and even Mollie Stark,
None have greater influence in shaping the
nation and its history thae our sisters, our
wives, our mothers, and our daughters, Our
Doburahs must speak to our Baraks that the
men of every tribe may be nerved for the
battie, und our Jaels must driveé the tent nails
iuto the temples of our foes. Your needles
may prove just aseffective for Christ as Juel's
tent pin. The story of Durcas’s heedle is the
grandest epic ever writlen. It has inspired
the women of eighteen centuries to clothe the
needy and muke the place of Christ’s feet beauti-
ful, Think, too. of the power of women's pen,
in the hymn, * Nearer, my God, to Thee,” There
are so many wuys of helping in this work that
every woman can do something. Martha was
serving Christ in Simon's house, when Mary
poured the sweet spikenard upon His head.

The question is not, What shall youdo? or
vhether it be much or only a very little ; above
all it i3 not whether you will find the meetings
interesting and the work attractive. The only
question is, Do you love your Saviour enough
1o do what you can for His body’s sake, which
i the Church?

Never forget that the least service you do in
this spirit of gratitude tor what Christ has done
for your links you with the ministering women
like Mury, who prepured Christ's body for His
burying, and that it is done unto Him as sure-
ly as 1f your hands had touched His sacred hair.
He will never forget your work and labor of
love. ‘t'he money given and the work done is
the spikenard ; and the quick bands to eutand
the nimble tingers to sew are really working
for Him who will say in the great day, “ [ was
naked and ye clothed me.” Had you lived, my
sister, in Bethany when that supper was made
for Christ, would you have been numbered
among the holy women who miunistered unto

- Rim? When His Supper is ready now, do you

love to come and shuw forth His death and
buriul for His coming again ? Cun it be said
of you to duy : **She hath done what she could ?”
Shall it be said of you in the day of His com-
ing? :

Now He calls to every woman, busy with the
cumbroas serving of the wurld : *“Cume out
of the vain whirl of =ocioty, out of the slavery
of passion, out of the bondage of petty and
frivolous absorptions; come and do what you
can—do something for me.” Agassiz tells us
that when the corner stone was laid for Albert
Durers’s monumeut, the cement was made of
the finest porcelain, ground in wine. Consecrat-
od woman's work to-day is not giving the
finest und the best things for a monument to a
dend than ; but for -something grander and
greater—for the upbuilding of the livinyg temple
of the living Saviour. Remember St. Agnes,
her purity, ber beauty, her seli-consecration
and devotion to Christ, reaching even to the
giving of her life for the Church, because it was

His very body to her. So, then, we must do
grand and noble things for Christ’s budy, Your
alabaster box is your heart, Let it break, and
pour all its tressure at Jesus' feet. Au lust
He will restore it, tilled with the joy ot Ilis
praise ; and fromit sweet incense shall rixo,
through the courts of his eternal house, as from
the golden vials full of odore, in the four and
twenty elders’ hands,

[Bxtract from the address delivered al the
second convention of the Daughters ot the King,
held in Baltimore, Oct. 30th, 189.] — The
Churchman N. Y.

THE CENTRE OF UNITY.
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Woe take the following extract, says the
editor of Church Work, from a speech of the
Bishop of Marlborough at the Essex Church
Coogress, where it aroused unbounded en-
thusinsm :

*Some people,” said the Bishop, ‘‘ would say
the R)mish Church was ancient, and the Church
of Englund modern. From ove standpoint,
however, the English Church was far more
ancient than the Church of Rome, berause it
was from top to bottom saturated with those

great doctrines which the early Church of
Christ held, and knew nothing of those modern
doctrines which literally made the Romi-h
Church modern. Florence, Trent, Vatican were
not ancient lundmarks, and the Church knew
nothing of them, Thore was nothing of ancient
doctrine that was not held by the reformeod
Church of Evgland. He wanted them also to
believe that the Church of Eogland was really
builded upon the stone of St. Peter, the great
declaration of faith in Jesus Christ. They had
none of that concrete work upon which the
Churchof Rome was building, There it wus
that they diffured from the Church of Rome.
They held to the old, whereas the Church of
Rome had new-fangled doctrines, All that was
good and useful in the Romish Chureh the
English Church had, but they would not have
that which they believed to be contrary to the
Uatholic truth. The Church of England held
everything that the Nonconformists held that
was worth holding ; and Nonconformists knew
that the great strongroom of their own
doctrines was the Prayer-book of the Church
of England, The Church refused to take the
pew things of Church of Rome ; and the Non-
conformists refused to give up the old things of
the Catholic Church.

The Church had an unbroken succession of
the threefold ministry ; and, above all, what
many Nonconformists were craving for—name-
ly, Confirmation, that blessed rite of the Holy
Spirit which’ was the spiritual stronghold of
the Church of Christ. They all wanted a united
Church if they could getit, and the only possible
contre of unity in Christendom was the Church
of England, because she held all truth that the
others held, and bad been faithful in not relin-
quishing the ancient uses of the Apostolic order.
'The Church of Rume could never be the centre
of unity, Cardinal Vaughan in his recent appeul,
asked them to submit. Submission was not re-
union or communion. And linglishmen did not
know how to submit. Cardinal Vaughan asked
them to submit to the Church of their fore-
fathers. A moroe illogical position he could not
conceive. He (the Bishop) did belong to tho
Church of his torefathers; but to which gener-
ation did the Church of Rome belong ? [t was
the Church of Bngland that bad never chunged,
and was the Church of their fore-fathers.

Then the Nonconformist bodies could never
be the centre of unity, because they held their
separate evangelical priuciples outof proportion
to other principles, and that madeit impossible
for them to become the centre, In the Church
of England there was a possibility of getting



