June 28, 1893.

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN,

« foundation ” of Christ's religion? Nay, “other
foundution can no man lay thanis laid.”  If the
laying on of hands is a  principle,” as Holy
Writ declares, then it must of necessity be “trom
heaven " and not * of men.” Is it not so?—
The Church,

TIHE LIFE OF

LOVE A LIFE
ARATION.

But there are other forms of this life of sep-
arstion. God calls us by providential circum-
stanees or by inward attraction,  Some ave sep-
avated by home duties. It is not an uncommon
expericnce to find those who are so separated
from interests and work outside the howe by
the multiplicity of its claims, fretling at this
separation, They fail to recognize the great
dignity of home as the sphere of' . God-plensing
lite, and the noble nature of ministry init. Yet
the home was the sphere of the Holy Mother's
ministries, the one in which her beauty of
character was developed and her high work
wis done, And the history of the Church
teaches us 1o see that you can, if you imilate
herexamgples, sharein bor reward.  llow many
a xuint has found her santification in home life !
How often has the home been the school where
Christinn heroes have been educated for their
noble lives! The home is a little world, and
they who live in it will live ¢ as separated unto
tiod ' will not fail of God's great reward,

Then there are those who are Jed into « life
of separation by sickaess.  Such dondeed dwell
apart: even in the home they abide in an inner
chamber, Yot they may earry into it hearts
filled with keenestinterest in the cvents of their
day. It may be that of all their conditions of
sullering none gives them more pain than their
enforeed withdrawal from the buttle-fielil of the
world, How often does this isolation and inacti-
vity of sickness make the sick-chamber to bea
Gethsemane indeed ! For such as these the one
eondition of rest Hes in the reengnition of the
fact that God has led them into this corulition of
sepurition not to eondemn them to inaction hut
to =et them apart for the ministry of intercession.
Like Zacharias, their lot is to stand au the
golden altar to burn incense (3. Luke i, 8,)
Whilst the great multitude of the people are
without in the turmoil of active life these are
culled apart to plead for them withGod, Nay,
even more than thix, they are colled, in union
with Jesus crucified, sharing His Cross {0 pray
His prayer, “TFather forgive them”. Lying
on their bed of sickness ns on their cross, and
giving themselves toendure patiently what Gl
rends to them, Christ's suifering children in
union with their sutfering Lord are called to
share with Himin the ministry of Intercession.
Thus by their sickness they are separated to
minister for God's glory and man’s good. Lot
me vepeat. it, sickness is often God's separation 1o
the menistry of intercession.

For the great mayority of us, however, the
sphere of our separation is not the retreat of
the cloister or the home or the chamber of
sickness, We are called to go in among the
throng of men ; to live there, #s we have seen,
ot in the separation of ixolution, but in the
separation of obedience to the liviug God, The
characteristic feature of the life of separation in
this sphere is obedience to the leadings of the
Holy Ghost.  “We are not under the law, but
under grace” (Rom. vi, 14.)  Many, we know,
desire 1o be under the guidance of definite laws
Tegulating their conduct in this world. Puri-
lanism has drawn up such a law, with more or
less fixity in it. But such legalism is incon-
Satent with owr ealling in Chidst. A living
Lovd leads Iis peopleone by one with a personal
Luidunce, He leads them, it is true, first to
obey the great moral laws which are forever
Bbiding. But within their limits Ho leads cach
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according to 1lis wisdom. 1le has not, for in-
stance legislated for their amusements by lay-
ing down a hard-and fast rule binding upon all
and eaeh. 1le guides each in dealing with these
us He sees best for ench. llence, in living in
the world each Christian man must caltivate
hig moral sonse by prayer and meditation, ainl
be loyal to its voice as influencel by the [Toly
Ghost, Live looking unto Jesus, listening for
the voice of HisSpiritas He guides yoa through
reason or conscicnee. Do not judge others who
are not led as your are, yet never do what your
judgment tells you is inexpedient or you con-
science  condeinns as wrong,  Then will you
walk in the liberty and peace which is the
privileged experic ice of Christian men,  Then
will you know, too, v pructical experienee how
of necessity a Christiaa iifeis u life of separation
from the world.—( From Curon Body's Lent Lee-
tures, “ The Life of Loce)

“ETRICTLY UNDENOMINATIONAL”

Anong the disadvuntages of the penny post
are the appeals to our cupidity in the shape of
prospectuses, or to our philunthropy in the
shape of begging circulars.  The former we
never vead, though we oceasionally take n car-
sary glance at the latter, and in doing so ob-
serve tconstantly recurring feature,  Aninsti-
tution is recommended to the charity of the
public on the ground thatit iy © strietly nnde-
nominational,”  Now, this form of recommen-
dation would searcely be ropeated il it were not
found to pay, and no doubt many charitable
persons send the stamps asked for, or perhaps
something more, withoul refleeting what the
words really mean, if indeed on analysis any re-
sidoum of meaning vemuins, There arve hul
two ways of being strictly wndenominational,
One is to teach absolutely no religion at all,
Thus is not, however, what is meant, and indeed
we doubt i the teat can really be accomplished,
Christianily bas an awkward way of refusing to
be iznored,  [L touches edueation at too muny
points.  Iow can history, for instance, be
tanght intelligibly without reference to it?
And, what is of more importance, where is
morality to come from? [t is true that there
are those who hold that morality may be buile
upon something else than religion, though we
are welined to doubt the stabality of the struc-
ture. But if the experiment be made, nnd
Christianity Dboldly denied, we are landed at
once in Atheism, which, being an ©sm," most
be denominational,  On the other hand, if re-
ligion be tunght, the existenee of the Deily being
the starting point, the nature of the Deity must
be faced. The Lleaching—and nol only the
tenching, but the worship—must be Deistic or
Christian, Trinitarian or Unitarian, and there-
fore denominational,

Aguin, waifs and strays ure gathered from
the gutier into an institution,  Ave they to he
baptized vr not?  Decide which way you \l\'l“,
you cannot avoid being denominational.  Sup-
posc one of these children grows up preestives
above his fellows, and asks the meaning of
Altar, Pricst, Suerament, Church 2 Unless you
tell him to wuit till he grows older, or thut you
don’t know, or that 1t doesn’t maller, you arc
landed in the same diflicuity. No, we had
rather send our money to ¢ Genernl” Booth,
and know the worst, than contribule a penny
10 such a limp, boneless affuir as u “stricty un-
denominational” institution, if, indeed, such 4
thing really exists.  And if it doesn’t exist, then
the appeals to which we havealluded Hre simply
pious framds, Theother way of being “ styietly
undenominational” is to teach the Catholic
Faith. For there is but one strictly undenom-
inational socicty, and that is the Catholic
Church.—Ecchange.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Our Presbyterian friends are coming on, Wo
extract from last week's British Weekly the fol
lowing notice about the London Presbyterians:
“luis propased o hold o ¢ Ministers’ Retreat’
in the neighbaurhos.l ot Liwton, for motropoli-
tan (Presbyterian) pastors, about the middle
of July. The ¢ Retreat’ is to be on a small scale
to begin with—a eouple of days for quict gon-
ference and prayer; and it is to be kopt as pri-
vito us possible, Arrangements for the Retret
are being made by the Rev. Donald Matheson,
M A, of Purney.”  Qur veaders will renwember
what excitoment there was hero in lreland
about the Blackrock © Rotveat.”  We commend
this new dovelopment to the Protestant De-
fenee Association amd to the editor of the JVit-
acss,  But it is not in Fogland alone that the
Presbyterinns ave adopting  Retregts.  Tho
same paper has another signiticant paragraph
abont the Seoteh Proshyterinns, Wo loave it
to speak for itselt’ :—“ Chureh of Scotland-—
The annual meeting of the Seottish Chnreh So-
ciety was heklin Iidinburgh,  Professor Milli-
gan presided, and in the course of his opening
address referved to the Spectator's article on the
decline of Noneonformity in Kngland, and said
that, in his opinion, the truth of the anicle was
equally  applicable to Seotland. Dr. James
Cooper, Aberdecn, the recrelary, gave in w brief
report, which stated that there wero fifly-two
gentlemen aind four lady associates in the So-
ciety, and thal it was proposed to hold  © Betreat’
in the Trossachs in the last dags of June,  Siv
Jumes Fergussou, M., moved the adoption of
the report; and specches were made by Dr,
John MacLeod, Govan, and others” A Re-
treat in the Trossachs will he a charming and
novel ides.  But the Frew Chureh of Scotland
is not to be lett bebindy and so bers is another
paragraph tram the same paper, which we com-
mend to the smme parties: “The Rev. Profis-
ror Duds on Sunday, in Pree St George's, Fdin-
burgh, preached the annual sermon of the Free
Chureh Temperanee Socviety.  He dealt wilth
the question of drunkenness and ity remedy,
and in the course of his vemarks suid that therao
wag perhaps nothing that eonld more elleetn-
ally compete with the public-howse  than a
theatre, in which there shoulil bie found nothing
cither on the stuge or in the attendant features
that could excite without elevating the gpivit,”
—Irish Leclesiastival Gazelte,

UNDENOMINATIONALISM  IFROM
EVANGELICAL STANDPOINT.

AN

The Fvangolical clergy of Liverpiol Diocese
are for the st part beeoming alive Lo the
dangers of “ undemyminationalism.™ At tho
Svuthport Bvangolical Uonlerenee lnsl weele the
Rev, A, J. Robimdon pead o paper on Lhis sah-
jeet, which gave rise v wn animated discussion,
In it he hebd that undenominationalism way dn-
g harm, and onght wobe guarded against, It
gave people, he sail, mervely o partind idet of
Christianity, leanding  many Yo suppose that
Jusus ereated every-thing and lovel man, while
God hated man and hatd no loving albributes,
The Church of Englund wis the groal bulwarlk
againgt Rowe on the one side, and chuos on the
other. They rightly  drended anything like
Romunism, and, God helping them, tey would
not give their Church up to it; hut aguinst this
other danger they were nol propared to
struggle, because they were not conagions of i,
Ie would like to speak of undenominationalism
from three points of view—whal it was, how it
did harm, and what ought they to do as Bvan-
geliculs,  Undenominationalism lad no creed



