
of gapphires andi diamonds, bena the inscription, No obli.
viscaris." lThe Ladies and Gentienen of Hor Mnjest.y's ilouse-
hoid-One large singlo CandlbmLh'n1 foi' five lights; four
snaller ditto for tliro light.s each i a very conmpelte toilette
service in silver-giL wihthe cipher and cooet eiigrved on

ih ar'ticl. lHer Majity's lato H1oieihold-A silver tea and
coffec service, with table motunteud ini silver. ''he Bridesmids
-A veiry haid.somea gold bracelet, ruiis ind diamonds. The
1)nk of Roxutrgh-A silver..gilt ten kttle., to correspond
witih L> thervice presented by thuir RoyaIl iglhnesses Prince
and Prine ss Christian. ThIe Duchetss of Buccleucli-A richly-
eba(ed untique pattern si lver oilet caisket. 'he Coulntesit iof
MaLceiehIi---A n oIft il1Iver-gi lt CoflTee spoonsii. The; Viman..ii
tetis Beaconsfield-A neck irornainent, witi border of fine bril-
liani ts, enerald tui'I crss e,tro,

Presents e(quailliy costly were also made by Maiairajal Uhui-
eep SinIghEarl Russeil, Baron andM aroness hayer le ith-

il Duk e andDuieii of Norti umberland , Earl of Roseberry,
Duhess of Wellington, k., &c.

Mr. ILeiver, uf Notre Dame st., Mont real, presentcd H. R. H-.
witI a supecbset of inik f urs,

OUR ENGLTS1 ITTER.

TIE OPENING OF TH E ROYA L ALBERTJ HALL.

(J'romn an Occuaoinal Correspiondent.)

Luntos, Mareh 30, 1871.

The opning of thie' Royal AlbertIl I]! of Arts and Scçielinces
by lier Mujesty the Queen tok pive yesterday as annîounced.
The inute'restinug ceremniy was assisted at n ot only by aI ]the
mieiibers of the Royal Fa mily, the Pririne.'s of the land and the
grent oliMcers of the Stat but also by th( massif othe popile,
wio assebtie1vd ( t, do honour to lcir Svereign, and tii grcet
,with ne hnation the gigailtie task whiih is now complete.d.
Theî opning, therefore, %%ILI au 'vent of cnsiderible iinterîet,
tilt origii dea biieîini>ti iîg aUttriinited to the latei lamîented Prince
Cns r t. The hall, whieb is 4f coisidrabihi' lvitionu and
irhîni ext ient, is neîarly a true ip is in forn, d lias it.s
iig axiS t rigit angles to the Kington road, its nortiern
and princiail eîtîrane t fcing the minmial t i the late Prince
Coiisort (niw naî'rly finuisiheu) in iUyd Park. On the .O.uth
il joiI th' consrvatory if tht' lloyatliIlorticuilturn. Gardins,
irani p îwhich tihre is anotir înîtranIe.

Th' stvie of aritecture s Iitalian renaian., adorne'd
witiî a ri iii rUi elaborate friezi i mosair, andi th materials
if th façade areaomposed of rid lIrick and terra r-otta. The
initerior is a iarg; rooai or hall, containitg iinmiroius tiers of

ats.i nieled ilby an oiter shel of crrirs and stairenuse.s
giving aecess to ift at every differniit l. vel of the ntin'aîiig with
wich it is filedi.

Thii fia .îcntra Ifloor of the hall, aliid the arena, is 102
feet, by fet. Thiis s reaced by i ix differentairenses,
and ennl nommtdate aboiut 1,00o persons, seated. Raised
abHut five or six feet above the arena and entirely entircling
i t isait rtf tien rows io f sats, caipable of holding ahbo'ut 1,300
persnt The seatt in thiis part of t.he building are called the
stalls, udi a great mnany of then have been sold for £100 each
-- a perloio o'f a 0 V'yari-free admission to ail thait taktes
plac e in lthei buIilding.

Above th staIls are three tiers of boes seting aboiut 1,100
iwrsons ; and above these is the gandl tier, and above a

secondi tir of buses. Theî forty boxes on the grand ter hav'
been sldn fr £1,0o0 a picee, and somne of thle secndi tiier ait
fromn £50to 0

Abore the boxes is ILe blcony, and above the baIlconv.ouit.-
Sidet th i main hall, but ommuîîinicatiig with it ll nnas of
thirty largie arc'h's, is the pitiIure gailIery, 20 feet wide, which
eltirely surrotnds tiheu milding above the st.airenses.

I iid a aIost st riking view of the ceremony froirn tlis gai-
ery-i reetly opposite to the Rtyni Chair (and facing tiih

grnd ugan), at at level of aboit ) fett abve the aruna. Four
iases and two CIevatlrs (or lufts) provide ample imains

foir reaclinig the gailliry.
1 t is estiniated that aboiut 8,000 persons ean be commo-

dated coinfortaibl.
With regatrd to the roof-a oiist dimfieult problemi in the

designig of the hall wvas th.eaost rutiin of ti i ron rooi.
Nu building of asiicniiiliir forri, it is said, laid beiîen ver eoveredl
ir arndil t principle adoptel is tint of au solid plate, wilici

urimids the building on the top of te wall.
T'hereii nuother pnte or urb in the centre of tlhe roof to

wh ich Iron ribs fru the lower plate is attahed, making thie
whl'st' Irong iadit secu re. There is a idouble tlooring, an ex-
terail one oii the uipper flannge of thegirdersu, untd an inner one
resting on the lower flange.

At. thie sthen end Of the ail is tIe orgain, wlhic'h lis about
65 fi'et wide, 70 Ihigh, and 410 decp, and cost about £10,000
ster ing.

lhe ighting of te hall at night will le affected by means
of ii central oval of stars; besides iwhiclh are 30 clusters, of
105 jets cach, miakting a total nunber of jets to b ligitel of
4,210. The ciliustr are so arrnnged tht one jet, un ench
chister vill light the rest, and the one jet will be kindled by
the spark of an induttion coil-a plan devised by a '.Mr.

.T lh ventilation and heati ng of the hall has recceived coin-
sidcrable attention, and I believe with suieccess. There ae
two air shafts whih have their apertures at som o distance
fron tei hall, anid whiicl convey the air to the building
through One sieves, washed by ienns of water sprays. The
waring is ef'eeted by hot-wîater pipes, the water being leated
by stenin gcnerated in thirc 25-horse tubtilar boilers.

'l'he project. of this Hall datu frumt the first exhibition in
1851, when a ischem was (irawin tup biy the late Prince Consort;
but owihg t somlîe ditlicult les in arrangin ig matters it renai ned
li Sttu gquo tiltl 18G5, w'hen a inimber of infliential noblemen
tatu gent.leenî resailved ta ercect, a Hlall for o hlini g national
anditerît>nuationalî congress for purposes of sciencei and art"
-foîr the> purposes of' choral anîd instrumnental muîsic; for tiho
distributîionî of prizes by publlic b)odies, etc. ; exhibition of
lpictures, etc.

.Thle f'oundationî stone îof the btilidinîg wvas laid withi great mtnîg-
ificenice on tite '20th> M'ay, 18G7, by the Quiten in the prtesencee
of tI.he Royal famnily', anîd a large conîcourse of spectators.
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Th'lie original design was prepared by the late Captain Fowke,
R.E. On lis death the work wast taken up by Lieut.-Scott, R.E.,
to wholise indefatigable energy the publie are now indebtcd for
the completion of the building. The cost of the> Hall is esti-
uindld at £20ù,n00 ug. the site off tie blilding, wivhicih is
valuîedat IL£60,000, having beren grnîîted by the Comlimissioners
of the Exhibition of 1862, for a terum of 099 years. The
mnouey has chicfly been derived from2 those who have lcased
the bîoxes aînd scats in the H se--the uil of £10,000 having1
been sulbscr'ibedl within a few months after the stcietet was put
forward.

IaNving tus given a brief view of the building and iLs his-
ryI w'ii nw give yuu at short notice of the cerenony oi

tie Opening as vitnessed by me yesterday.
J started about il o'clock, ami on arriving ncar the building,

foiund a large crowd of people asseibled, and a string of car-
riages coinveyiig th tikekt-ho lers,-perfect order being kept
by a large body of Ilbobbies" rounted and on foot The
royai entrance wa fi couir e the central point of attraction.
A bove il streamed the Uion Jack and standard of Great Bri-
tain, and on eitlher side were ranged those of the United
States, andi most of the European nations.

Along the Queen's drive night be iincc the briglt uniforns
of the Cavalry and Foot Guards, iîarching to take up their
position along the line of route.

Carriagels we'ri continuial.y' setting down their occupants ati
the eu înices to the Hall, and the bright dresses of the ladies
-nostly tii University colours-the scarlet or black officiai
cst.umîes with gold andti silver lace continually suceeding
each ut ei'r ; thei arth rival of the Lord Mayor, Mayoress and
She riffs of the City of London, in their state carriages and
gorgeous liveries, were toneobjects of particular interest.

It t'as aunouncei tat the Queen would leave Buckingham
Palae att twelve, and notwithstanding the extrene cold and
thrtatening aspect of the weather, the vast spaces in front of
the iaIace and the line ut route ta Kensington was filed with
spctaors. Shortly after ioon Iler 31ajesty left the Palace,
accomîanied hy a tield-ofier's escort of ist Life Guards.

The procfssion consisted of nin state carriages, the first
six otf ihiî containd the ladies ind gentlemen in attend-
an", aiong whon thre Lh' Marchioness of Caernarthen, the
Duchss of iDxurgh, Duchess of Sutherland, Earl tof Lucan
Viscount Sidiney.'

In the -eve'nth carriage were th Marquis of Lorne (in
H ighi'd costume), Prine (hristian aund Prince Leopold.
in th' 'ighth cairiage were [ninesses Loiist, Beatrice and
CIrist ian, aiidi Pririce Arthur. li thie ninth carriage were
Il. R. Il. tii Diluke of SaNxe-Coburg. Il. i Il. the Prinîcess of'
Wales and ilte Queen.

'lh rioa art', oi tring tii.e liall, iroceedid across the
art.-î to a tdais erectei at the foot of th i rchestra.

T' Qun was ir'ssed insimplehiblck, with black bonnet
-- n orniaients i'r j>'ewelcrv : Prin<:eess of Wailes in rose-
coloird vilvt Pineuss Louiise in white; and Prinecss
Beatræt in i ree.'

'Tw Pri i-i' of Wales hiad ben.t recivdprevioiusly li' the
Prùvi"ionjal0 Comittthei-e biI resident. Ont th <lais
beneath, a suspendecanopy ir state chair was placed, on
whichi the Quen sat hlilit uan uaddt'iress was read in a tle'ar and
auidile.i vii, li thie Prinee. To this ]He.'r Majesty, bowing
pro'iindly, iauidied toi him a w'rittcui reply, and also audibly
siavin : ' n handing c 'tis answter, I have to express mn>
great admiraion of this btaiful hall, and ny earnest wishes
for its complete sucess."

A louii cheer and cIapping ut hands greeted this uniounce-
ient fromn the royal lips. The W"hop of London iteu offered
up a praytr, at the conclusin t i rwhichî the [rince of Wales
stpied up to ithe dais. and thi' Queen whispered to hi nher
conimiaid, whii h. aanued as fllows : "y comand of
th' Queen, I dclare thuis hall now opee.n'

Again'a nthuiastie cheers rent the hal, and the glorious
Natirmi Anthem> struck foirth-erformed by the unit d
r'bestra, orgian. and choir, witaii effect suchi as I never

harl bef (.iitsidelt'lt!hbuilding the trumnpets soulded, and
thei. giuns in Iiiyde Park tirec a royai ,nlute.

The' Quieen tlien descCIeie fromî the dais ani withdrew to
iter private box, bing greeted wiih cieers as she passed,
twhich it s graciously; aknowledged ;tihe Priness Louis,
and t li!'ricess cf Wales also being loudly greeted.

lir 3ij'sty' on taking hir seat had the Princess of Wales
en her right( on her left the Pinet'of Wades, to hisit left he
'rincess Louiîu and Beatrice. and in rear Prince Arthur.

On tlth righ t of' tiei' Princess of Wales the handsom e Duke
of Saxw-Cohurn, in bis whitle Prissian uniformn, the Princess
Chrisian, and in rear the Marquis of Lorin.

The rual box has be'n crunfully selected ivith ierence to
its actlie advantages, am is ilaced a littleo on one side of
thei entral 1i point, opposite the orchestra-the Prince of
WaeIs' ii- l,iing iirectly opposite.

leibliale;.' Catata," omposed xpressly for the occa-
sion l' Sr Mie l Costu, vith vords selected fron the Old
Testtnliicnt, was tii,; th. prifornied t bi an orchestra ani chorus of
1,200 pformuers. Mr Mjesîtthen u itted theli hal, and
with her suite twore escoted to the royal carriages, vwhiei
formecd in procession as thiey liad icomle, and front the upper
window of the hall the whole sceue was maost imposing as the
carriages drov off to Buîckinghai Pailace.

The rest of the concert. was then continue, andt after listen-
ing to hlie flue cear notes of 3Madamae Lemmuieis-Sh.ieiriigton,l1
quitted the hall, htving thtoouglihly enjoyed the opening
sctno of the Royal Albert Hall, Kensington Gore.

I forgot to mention that the Ycoisei of the Guard--vulgo,
Bee f-caters-vere ranged on eachl side of the passige to tite
di.s thitrotugil vbicih the Quleen and royal party passed. Tieir
appearance in their quaint, Tudor costumiie, witlh long halberds
in Lheir hands, ceated a good deal of lauglter as the vete-
rans took up their poit.ions.

On Sitturday I purpose going bu Put.ney to wituness the con-
test beIOtween the dar'k tand light bltue, and shall give you a
brief account of saineiext week,

W. M. F.

A CUTTING ON THE R CARLETON BRLANCH 01F 'TlE

, E. & N. A. RAILWAY, N. B.

The Carleton branch, so-ciled, connects ithe Western Ex-
tenîsion fromî FIîai rville Lo tihe iUnitedi Sltates boutndarîy w'ithî
tIte cit ov f St. J1ohni andî thlit Erotpeani and Nor'th AmIericani
Railwawly eaîstwîard'i,L iappinuîg the Tit eelia a iut Mon ktbonii Junei-
Liain. Tlh>, Amer'i'enn portion to .an>gur wîilli be open for
tralme duiin tg tht~eucoinxg auitionnî, thurs brinîginîg St. Johnt
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into direct commurti;ation with ail the great lines o the
United States and Canada westward, atnd Halifax eastward.
Carleton, or more properly speaking, St. John West, will con-
nect with St. John East, or the city proper, by large and
powerful ferry-boats. The> sketch shows the last cutting on
the line, the new Breakwater Wharf, the mouLt of the St.
John harbour, the barracks and an outline of a portion of the
city. St. John contains a population of about forty thousand,
and will compare with any city in ithe Dominion for enterprise.
An immense hotel is now nearly completed, to be called the
Victoria; an opera house is in course of construction, and other
buildingso a ' f public character which will from time to time
appear in these pages.

THE ICE SLOVE ON THE DANUBE.

Every year about this titae (says the Austrian correspondent
of the> Titaes, in a letter dated Vienna, Feb. 14) if you pass
through the districts of Vienna lying in the vicinity of the
Danube Canal, which separates the Leopoldstadt fronm the
rest of the town, you may see heaped up at intervals Jadders,
boats and wboden stages. A special comrnittee is sitting in
the town, using the telegraph freely along the Danube line,
and receiving regiular information on the state of the weather,
and the sttte of the ice. Nor are the precautions superfluotus,
for a portion of Vienna is every winter at the mercy of the
elements. It all dependst upon whether the thaw sets in first
on the Upper or Lower Danube. In the forrmer case the ice
coming down froum above gets blocked up at Nussdorf, above
Vienna, whcre the canalised branch of the river separates fron
the main streani, a:d forces itself iown on the smaller branch
which is less ice-bounitd, but, finding its career obstructed at
the outlet, drives the water back. This year the severe
wiiter, which has now lasted with little interruption since
the beginîning of December, was well calculated to cause un-
easimess. Only no one believed the danger inpending. After
a few days of thaw and rain the frost had again set in, so that
no one thought of taking extra precautions; on the contrary,
the population no less than the authorities were lulled in a
statu of false sectrity, when, about noon on Sunday, ail at
once the rumour spread that the ice had started and was
coming down.

Thousands of people tocked ta the banks of the canal,
which had a been quite free front ice in the moriing, but where
already hueavy umasses of ice wvre driving down. These were
only, as itvere, the advanced guiard of the large ice-field-s
which were descendingl. Messengers frorn the police and
government commission ratn about the threatened districts to
order the ciclluars to be cleared, and ta look for the boatnen
and the carpenters whc werc to put together te stages, which
were ready prepared ; but scarcely more than an hotur'.s tintie
was left for all this, foir alreadv, at two p.mte., the wat'er hiad
not only tilled Lth cellars, but, in the lower parts. had alrt:ady
petetrated into the houses theimsclves, driving out the inimatcs
of the grouind floor. Great was the confusion ;yuu coud se
the peuople of the tireatened. districts runniing throui the
streets carrying their iousieholi goods, and seeking for a
retuige, but matin had to lave everything behind in their

In the meanutinte, largie and larger were the rnasses of ice
coning lown, quite ice..fieldi, which forced their wayc down
with nighLt and main, and wcre drivun over the banks into
the streets, becoming in some places quite massive dykes.
Still the waters were rushing with furv under the bridges.
The wooden anes were closed by way of precaution, so that
only the suspension bridges remained open tu serve for the
communication between the two parts of the town. One
moment the ice masses seemed tu b diminishing ; but the
water still rose, and the fish-tanks and wtasht-iotises were
carried over the batiks.

In several streets the water bat alreadv risen four and ive
feet, and boats bad ta be got ta rescue the inmîtates of the
hiouses. While this wias going or>non the banks of the Danuitbe
Canal, the descending masses of ice and w.ter got stow-ed
lower, and, penetrating into the old canal which runs through
the Prater, soon converted the largest part of this into a field
of water and ice, advancing ta the grat embankmunt of the
Statsbaiii. and threatening to break througitL. Svtrai
peronis had, in spite-of wanings, uwalked to titaspot, and had
sat down o ttake their coffe, but before they couid finish it
they were cut io', andci hadL to be fetched away in boats.

About six o'cloek the dangr again iicreased. for the Prater
and the neigiboring low itiat, whieh had absiorbed ut large por-
tion of the water, were becoming saturated and the watehr be-
gan to low back ;the ice, whicli had moved tdown during the
atftenîtuooin witit rapidity, began to moe more and more slowly,
uîntil half an hour afterwards it stopped altogether. It was
bitter cold, and the ice-iiis began to congeal again. so that
instead of a passing e'vil there was a prospect ofa renewal and
extension of it.

So little iadit any danger been appreiendedi that in the Carl
Thitre and in several tier localities there were to have bceu
the uîsuai namusements. inu the Carl Theatre, where a tew
piece was to be given, Lite galleries were crowded, in spite of
the circtumstance that 100 yards lower down the Prater Strasse
was already flooded. Half an hour before the representation
vas to begin it was annouincedl that there would b> none. In
sone of the bail localities the first guests had likewise arrived,
but fiundin Ig the dancing floor already flooded oven had to inake
a hasty retreat.

Tums it went ou till 9 o'clock, w h e largest portion,
not only of the Leopoldstadt on the left bank of the canal, but
likewise several districts of the Landstrasse, and the portion
of thei mner towu near the old arsenal, which was, in ancient
times, the port of Vienna, and is, therefore, lying very low,
were several feet under water.

After nine o'clock, however, thiings took a better turn, did
the water began to falt aliost as quickly as it iad risen, and
by eleven o'clock thei water in the canal itself had sunk several
feet lower.

Yesterday, matters renained nuch in the sane state. Th
iwater liad fallen some four feet,and the iigher portions of the
inundated districts were again free. Ail about the streets large
blocks are lying arounid. In saome uplaces there is such i a mass
of it accinuliated that the people who tried ta retturt to their
hauses wtere preventetd by it front entering themt. Where the
waiter is remtaining the sharp frost-15 deg. Reaum., or about
1 deg. of Fahrenheit-has covered it with a smnooth surface of
ice, in te ic-houtses thtemselves the wvater an the Iloor lis
f'rozenî overu so are lthe siteets covered wvith a tin laîyer.

[W> cap>y a gnrphic illustrtionî of thils excitinîg scene from
o ne of our Grermant conttemporaries.-Ei. C. I. N.j
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