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‘C.ON‘F'EDERATION MEDAL. "
Messrs. Wyon, who made the

‘grent send of Canada, were also
commissioned by the Canadian
Government to exceunte the
medal commemorative of Con-
federation. The size of the
. mednl is three inches in dia-
meter.  The olwverse bears a
portrait of Her Majesty the
Queen, who honoured Mr. J. S,
Wyon with sittings for the pur-
pose. The likeness of t he
Queen s excellent, and  the
style of the composition and
treatment iz much better than
that of the head of Her Majes-
ty in our present coinage. She
wears a crown, which is hoth
simple and rich in effect, from
which, in accordance with her
custom  of late years on State
“ovaasions;  falls a veil which
covers the back of the head.
The portion of dress which is
visible ix ornamented with a
rich hordet of rose, thistle, and
shamrock ; and from a necklace
is suspended a locker, frequent-
Iy worn by Her Majesty, con-
taining a portmit of the late
Prince- Consort, and  specially
selected by Her Majesty for re-
prescatation upon this medal.
The reverse  side exhibits an
allegorical group of figures, re-
presenting Britannia  present-
ing the charter of Confederation
to the funr provinees.  Each of
these figures is distingnished
by apprepriate emblems.  On-
tario carries a sheaf of curn
and a sickle; Quebec holds a
}'ﬁl:h“c, and bears a geurde-lis
on the shoulder ; Nova Scotd
holdsa mining spade, and New
Brunswick a timber-axe. The
maedal struck in vold has been
presented to the Quecn : in sil-
vor tothe members of the Que-
bee Conferenve, and in bronze
to Senaters and members of
the House of Commons,

THEYE GARlINS OF
VERSAILLES,

The gardens which extend
behind the mammoth castle of
Versailles enclose the natural
onlleries of France, The des-
cent to the gardens is made
by the famous stairs lined with
twelve hundred orange trees;
and when the visitor enters he
inds them in about the same
condition as when Le Notre
left them cultivated to the
highest perfection, on the plan
originally designed by himself,
Since the eightecenth century
thire is scarcely a word of ridi-
cule that has not becen hurled
at Lo Notre'sconception. When
the arounds were levelled, anid
termces substituted for undu-
lating  surface; grass plots
formed, hedges trimmed, and
trees made to grow by rule;
when  flower-beds  were regu-
Tated by strict measnrawent,
and ponds encircled with stone
wills) it was said that L Nove

Ead deprived nature of beauty,
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that b preforerd tho v i ayia

metry of geometrical propor-
tion to the ensy freedem of
natural beauty in all its forms,
The chesshoard-like appearance
of Versailles park, with it
trinimed trees, and methodical
arrangement of «ll its attrac-
tions, gives an appearance of
justice to the comnplaints
ageinst the taste of the de-
signer. But the same scene,
¢nlivencd by the presence of
the élite of socicty, with the
great king holding his court
therein, seems a true picture of
the olden time, wherein  the

artist had but subjected nature -

to such rules as the ideas of his
time, and the habits of the
society in which be Tived, re-
quired to fulfil the original de-
sign. fried by the times in
which the plan was conceived,
its exccution ought to be re-

garded asa great trinmph of ge-.

ning, On a summer cvening
when the moon’s pale light
heightens the shade, ind rounds
ofi the angularity of the severe
outline, the gardens can be sern
to the greatest advantage. The
decp shadow of the buildings
covering the wide piaing, where
marble statues stand forth like

speetres in the gloom, with the

ponds, the sparkling founiains,
&c., make o panorama of rare
and exquisite heanty,
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SOLAR WONDIERS,
MARVELE OF TIE SUN—THE %0L1~
NER ' PIOTURER."”

Frum tho London Spectator, Nav, 13,

Astronomers have been yeo

venling so many wonders in the
vast. prlobe  which ryles the
planetary schewmw, that we cnp.
not vet hope to see the startling
resitlts of their researcher coe
oidinated  inio o consistuent
whale, On every hand  jew
marvels are being brought )
Habe Atone titme Mr, Lockver
surprises s by exhibiting e
velocities with which the solay
storms rage avvoss the blnging
surfnee of onr luminary, At
another, the encrgetic astronoe-
mer who presides st the Homnny
Observatory tells us of water
within the fieree Cimmlt of the
solarspots. The Kew abseryvers
track the strange influenves of
the planets an the solay i -
sphere, woatehing not only the

reat tide of <pots which sweeps
i the ten-year period over the
polar  storm-zones, and  (Lep
leaves our sun clear from spock
or stain, hut also the ripples of
rput-formation which come in
shorter periods, and secin inex-
tricably  blended  to ovdinary
obyervers with the great -
riovlicc distnrbances, Lastly,
Lockyer, Hugygins, Zolluer, and
Sceechi deseribe the muynie

~ehanges of form which pass

over tongues ot fhaone, projests
ing thousamds of mifes from the
sofar snrface. We have Yatfone
s 1S we  write a seihos of
coletired  prominence-pic tares
taken by Dy Zolluer, the ai-
nent photomectrician, Hisim-
lh,w.-.,\'“lll' ta l'!‘il'lll'"ll'-lull.' these
striange fgures withoul aactise
cf the masiiincnee of the -
Dl whiech the snn presenits to
astronotners, Here are viost
entities—tlaniss, i we swijl, ot
tames unlike  wll thore with
which we are faniliac, Apd
these vast tongnes of live g
supie forus which xpeak to us
at oncee of the action of fornos
of the ntmost violence and in-
tensity.,  The very aspoet of
these oljects gt unee teaches
this, but it is the tpid changes

" of place and of fignre ta whivh

the spots are snbjected that are
mast signilicant on this poeint,
Here ix a0 vast conv-shuped
tlame, with & musiroom-shaped
head of enonnous proportions,
the  whole  object  sianding
16,000 or 17,000 miles from the
sun's surface.  in the cone-tic
gare we see the uprash of Jately
bnprisoncd goases, in the onf-
spreading head  the  sudden
diminution of pressure as these
gses  rench the rarer upper
atinosphere, But turn from
this objeet to a series of ~ix
pictures placed Leside it and
we aee the solar forces in s tion,
First, there i a vast ilasoe,
sonee 1R R Gled igh, bowed
towards the right, as theoch
soane fievee wind were bluwing
Gjsori L Pt exbenedx 117 tiris odi-
rection some four or five thon-
sand miless The next niciurs
tepresents tha smne object ten
minutes Inters The fgare o
the promincnce  hag whally
changed. 1L i now a glale-
shaped mass, standing on a
narrow salk of light above a
row of fame-hilloeks, It s
bowed townrds the Teft, so that
in thoss short wminates the
whole muss of (he flome hacg

SBwept thonsands of miles away

from itk former periticn, Gnly

Stwo minntes later, nnd again n

complete chnnge of appeariice,
“The stalk and flame-hillocks
have vanizhed, nud the globe-
shaped mass hins become elong-
ated, Three winuter Inter, the
shape of the prominenes has
altered so completely that cne
can havdly recognized it for the
sapne,  The stalk is again visi-
bie, bub the upper mass i
howad down on the right so
that the whole fgure resembles
nopigantie A, withoul  the
croga-hnr, aml with the down-
strock ehnormally thick, This
greal A ix same twenby thou-
sand niles §p height, nnd the
whole mass of onr carth might
be bowled lLebween itw legs
without touching them | Fonr
minutes pags, nnd again the
figure has changed, The {lsne-
hitlocks reappear, the down-



