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CHAPTER XITII,

| THE CATASTROPRR—THE LAST MEETING OF
TWO ENEMIES.

Trne outrage inflicted by the Rat oun the Tro-
quois deputies, and which he munaged to have
attributed to the Marquis de Denonville,
worked in the minds of that people like a
secret and deadly leuven.,  And, added to this
cause of resentment, there was the remem-
brance of the uwawurrantable scizure, and
transportation to Fence, of the chicfs who
preceded, on a mission of peace, the envoys
waylaid by Kondiarak; and whose deporta-
tion we noticed in the earlier portion of our
narrative.  True it was, that these chiefy, im-
medintely after their arrival in Franee, had
been liberated by vrder of King Lonis, and
sent back to Canuda, Still, the Iroquois never
forgave the insult to their chiefs) and, through
their chicfs, to their nation ; and the recolive-
tion of it rankled in their bosoms with a viru-
lence that refused to be assuaged or mollified,

But, during the winter of 1688 and the
spring of 1839, & treacherous calm  brooded
over the Province ; and the war-spirit of the
implacable Iroquuis secmed to have been
buried with their hatchets. The breathing-
spell of peace came to the harrassed colonists
like the welcome steep after the fiery fever,
Yeut, there were those who feared even while
they rejoiced; and keen eves, accustomed to
readd the dark diplomacy of the forest, fancied
thas they saw, in the wilderness south of the
St. Lawrence, the weaving of a' web, destined,
on a sudden, to invelve in its crimson folds
the lives and the fortunes of the colonists.

The Marquis had been informed by men
whom stern experience had taught to under-
stand the Indian nature, that the Iroquois
were preparing to descend on the province in
& storm of massacre and desolation. But he
neglected to give ear to these warnings., There
was no outward sign that the Indinns were
about to move; and he refused to sound the
alarm on the unsupported suspicion of distant
danger. The calm, however, looked ominous ;
and the tmaoquility of the Troquois was a thing
inexplicable.
Jdesuit missionacies for infurmation as to the
unwonied peacefulness of the Iroquois. The
fathers, deceived hy the skillful seereey with

so well delivered, that it was telling visibly
ou the nuwbers 1nd courageof the Indians,
Retiring out of the line of the bullets, the
newly arrived warrior stepped under the eaves
of the building, aund, clambering vpon the
shoulders of & companion, npplied u lighted
pine-torch to the roof. In a fuw minutes the
finmes spread everywhere, and soon the upper
part of the building foll inward with o crash
tike thunder. ' The new mode of attack im-
medintely proved its success, for the musketry
fire from' within began to slacken; and the
agonizing shricks of the inmates procinimed
to the exualting savages outside that Denth, in
its most appalling form, was laying hold of
these whowm they could not reach with their
tomahawks,

By degrees, the cries within the doomed
dwelling grew fainter nnd fuinter; and the last
shriek had just died awny when, of a sudden,
the door opened, and a young man, slmost
suffocated with smoke, and bearing 4 female
form in his arme, staggered out into the dark-
uess, and into the midst of enemies.

The warrior who had set fire to the building
raised his tomahawk but did not strike.  The
next moment, halfwi-dozen other Indinns
dragged the female from the young man's
arms, while he himself, as he wore the «dress
of u superior officer, was ut once pinjoned from
Lebind, and his life saved in order that he
should be reserved for the torture.

A savace, more stalwart than his fellows,
had obtained possession of the fumale, nnd his
right hand was aleeady grasping her dishevel-
led locks, while his right hand was drowing
his scalping knife, when the keen eye of the
warrior who had fired the mansion cuught the
gleam of a white: necklnce, He speang for-

wanl on the instant, aud, seizing the arm of ;
the savage as his knife was descending, tovked

in the face of the struggling victim, and uttered
the word ¢ Isauta.,” In a faint and quavering
voice she replied, #T was her sister,” und then
swooned away.

“Sand vack, this girl belongs to me,” said |
the warrior to the savage, who still held his

intended victim by the bair,
“She is mine,” responded the savage,
“ 1 am RKoudiarak,” said the warrior.
lease the girl”

" ]{l"

The Governor applied to the

which the Indians enveloped their proceed-
ings=, gave it as their belief that those who |

sispected them of evil designs, had baso nis- |

informed as to facts, or had

, given to unplea-

ANt rnmours an imporiance and a constenge- : '
Psome distance from the share, shot rapidly 1o

tion they did not deserve. And thus lulled
in an Infatuated security, the colouy fay with

its bosom bared to the kni e of its bitterest |

encmins,
On the night of the 5th of Ancsust, amid a

storm of hail and rain, fourteen hundred war- ;
riors of the Iraquois confederncy crossed Lake :

St. Louix,  They landed, withont having been
sven or heard, at Lachine, the uppor Hmit of
the- island nf Montreal.

Favoured by the!

elements and by the darkoess, they moved :
rapidly and noiszlessly to the points which !

had bLeen marked ont beforchand ; and ere the
fun rose next morning they had surcounded, in
platoons, every dwelling within a cirele of
feveral Yeagues,

At a gignal from their chief the Iroquois
commemeed their work of death.  Breaking in
through doors and windows, the savages drag-
ged the sleepers from their beds and massaered
them indiscriminately, old and young, men,
wom-n and children. Wherz the tomthawk
conld not cleave an entrmnes the torch was
applied; and the inmates, rashing oat of their
burning homes, were butchered on their own
thresholds.  The fury of the Iroqnois was de-
moniac, Notenntent with the hideouslicense
of an nnsparing and unrestrict:d slaughtsr,
they piled inental torture upon physical sufTir-
ing, and forced parents to fling their own off-
spring into the flaines. Up to within a short
league of the city of Montreal, the countey
was littered with fire, and recked with blood.
Everything tht conld yield to the tomabawk
or to the flames way gwooped within the red
radius of destruction, " Two hundred human
beings were buraed alive ; numbers were put
to death after having been subjuected to every
torture which diab dieal ingenaity could de-
vise; and many were reserved for the tor-
ment's of the stake and fagot in the Lind of the
Iroqois. B

While the work of death was at its height,
the kurge. of massacre dashed up in vain
against a stone-buily dwelling which was situ-
ated near the bunks of the 8t Lawrenco,

At Jength a warcior who stood head and
shoulders above a Lund that he.led, arrived in
front of the dwelling. His quick cye saw at
a glance that the firc kept up by the inmates
upon their savage assailants, was s0 rapid and

.

The savage did not dare to disobey; and,
losing i is hold of the girl, who wus no other
than Julie de Chitelet, slunk back among his
companions .

Lifting the gir]l in his arms as if she had
been a feather, Kondiarak, turning to some of
the Indians, who, although impatient for the
wark of slaugliter elsewhere, could not help
for the moment looking on with wonder, said,
« Bring hither the companion of this girl "

e was brought forwird; Kondiarak recog-
nized him as de Belmmont,

“ Come with me," said the Huron chief; and
carrying the girl in his arms, he walked
mpidly in the direction of the river.

As soon as he reached the bank, Kondiamk,
stooping down, picked up a smouldering fire
torch, which, having fanned into flame, he
waverd three times over his head,  Ina few
moments & eanos, whiclh had been  stationed

the spot whers the Hurou chief was standing ;
and its occupunt bounded quickly upon the
strand,

# Brother of the Hnrone,” said Konlinrak—
for it was none other than our old acquaint.
ance, Tambour, who hatd sole churge of the
eanoe—¢ we have two friends here, whom |
have saved.  Let us help them to eseape.”

Tambour, with a rapid glance at the male
compan on of Kondiarak, rushed np and seizad
him warmly by the hand.  Bnt it was no time
for words; anel, motioning de Belmont to follow,
Tambour assisted Kondiarak to place Jalic on
board the eanoa.  In less thnn five minutes
after having vmbarked her two passengers, the
little vessel, propelled by the vigorous arms
of the Huron chief and Tambour, was fairly
out of gight of the shore.

Having rested a {«w minntes to resnseitate
the girl, and to detiberate on the course it way
best to pursue, Kondinrak and his companion
were about to strike the water with their
paddles, aad push ap the river on their home-

-ward voyage, when the trained eae of the ehinf

caught the faint noise of distant aplashing.
Handing his paddie to Tambour, the: Huran
wunt to the stern of the canoe, and Jistened
attentively in the direetion whence the sonnd
proseeded,  Lowering his voice to a whisper
he said 10 Tambonr, ¥ hand me a pistol.”

Thz command was obeyed, and the Fluron,
waiting until the canoe, which was coming
from the shore almost upon a line with Lis
stern, had approached within about a dozen
yards, discharged his pistol straight in the
direetion of - the skiff,

The blaze lit up itsoccupants, and Lhe quick
eye of the Hnron recegnized them Ly the aid
of the momentary flash,

eIt is a canoe-of the Abenaquig,” he eried.
1 see the Serpent. Now, for revenge.”

The Huron listened, and. perceived by the
sound of the paddles that the Abennquis eanoe
was hewding down the river.  He at once di-
rected Tumbour to leb their canoe swing round,
in nrddr to pursne. .

"By this time Julie de Chatelet had returned
to cunsciousness, nnd enquired in a faint voice
where she was, nud where - they were convey-
ing her” '

De Belmont, although his heart misgnve
him, assured her that she was among frictds,
amd was on her way to o place of aafety,

Rondiarnk directed de Belmont to eause the
girl to lie down in tha bottom of the canoe,
amd cover her with n couple of butlwo rolwes,
The young man obeyed. o )

“ And now, youny warrior, you will remain
in the bow and keep your vyes fstened on the
Alenaquis cance, while my brother n!'ul T are
at the paddles,” said .(hc Huron, ¢ If we et
alongside, he and 1 will eap aboard, kifl the
Serpent and afterwards take our chunee; you
will remain in the eanoe, with the girtund, no
matter what happens te us two, you can bring
her to o place of safety.” .

“ 1 will stay with you to the lust)? said de
Belmont, 1 detest the Serpent as much ns
you do. The cowardl JHe was in the stone
bouse with us to-night, nnd two hours before
it was Rred, he skulked away by a door in the
renr, Jonded with plunder. He is worse than
s Iroquoeis ™ . » . N

“ You know bim nt last,” drily observed
Koudinmk. In the meantime the _
the Huron, urged by the vizorons arms of him
and Tawbour, went fiying through the water;
and, from timu to time, de Belmont, from his
post in the bow, reported that tha skift of the
Abenaquis was still in sight,

Alter about an hour's hard work nt the
i pnddles, the Huron who, at tirst, had trasted
Pto the lightness of his ernoe to overhanl
the more henvily Inden et of his enemy,
came to the conclusion merely to keep the
Abenaguis in gight until daybreak; for he saw
it was useless to try to come up with them.

At lenth the East begnn to show the signs
of dawn; and, by degrees, the stern, and after-
wards the entire length of the enemies’ canoe
Lecame visible, better than a qunrter of a mile
ahead, It carried five of the Abenagnis,

At a signal from the Huron, de Beliont left
. his post of abservation at the bow, nnd ok
fTambonr's paddle, with which e managed 10
; keep stroke with the unyichding and nowearicd
Huron,

i
!
b
t

fon s swell, fired,
fami when the fresh morning breeze blew the

board the ennoe of the enevmy,

pressive conntenance, looked towards Tam-
bour and said @ Brother of the Hiurong, roa
have dove well?

Tambour loaded the gun, and then reloved
the Huron of his paddle,  The ¢chief went for-
ward to the bows, and, leaning his rifts on the
gunwale, aimed stenight for the Indi n who
worked the hindmost paddle. A Jond chrivk
of agony arase, nnd the next moment, the
i stricken Abenaguis  fell headlong iuto his
1 grave beneath the waters,
|  Having loaded therifle, the ITuron advaneed
tanid took the paddle from de Belmont; and
the chicf and Tambour, redonbling their en-
ergies, were geatificd to find that they wer:
gnining upon their enemies,

The Serpent, finding that he was losing dis-

ffor the South shore, with the intention] i b
cgained ity of escaping into the wowds,  fint
i the Huron, who penetrated the dexign the jn-
U stant it« nuther attempted to put it io execu-
tion, put forth a tremendens effort, and zot
_ betwesn his encmy and the shore,  The Ser-
Fpent, cut off fromn this means of vRUHpe,
formed & desperats resolve, Bringing the
head of his canoe on a line with the flow of
the current, he made straight for the Luschine
Rapids, intending to gain the City of Montrnl,
whither he knew his enemy would not care to
fullow him.

The Huron instantly comprehended the
motives of the Serpent's resolve, and direeted”
Tumbour to sit Jown in the bow, and da Bel-
mont to tuke ngent in the middle of the canoe ;
and bade Julie not to make a sinuh: move-
tment as she valued her life,  Taking the

paddle in hix own hands, Kondinrak hended
his skiff for the rapids. 1t was n terrible
ventire, but the kprctres of hig kindred, slain
in cold blvod, and in treachery, by the hand
of the Scrpent,—and the memory, too, of
Isanta urged him on with an impulxe which
st denth, feur and prodence alike at definnee.
And Tambour also partoock of the Huron's
hatred of the muederer of Tsanta ; and hesitated
at no puril which presented the faintest pro-
spect of revenge,

Uader the eagle eye and iron hand of Kan-
dinrnk, the skifl' sped through the thundering
and precipitous waters with the buoyunl velo-
city of a hird., ' ’

At the foot of the rapids, the Huron closed
with the canoe of hix enemy, and bounded
aboard, tomahawk in hand, The Serpent sent
hix tomahawk ‘at the Huron's head. The
weapon missed ; then uttering a yell of din-
appointed rage, the Abenaquis chief, taking
his knife between his teeth, lenped overbaned,
to swim to the shore, not over a quacter of o
mile distant, Kondiarnk, burying his toma-
hawk in the head of the Indian next him, niso
placed his knife between  his teeth, and
plunged iuto the river after the Serpent. The
latter, looking behing, suw thnt Tambour and
de Belmont had Loarded his eunow, and over-
powered the three remnining Abenaquis, By
| this time, the Huron w (

canoe of |

| smoke aside, there was one padblle less vn

-roured the Huron ax ho closed w

T e

the Serpent, finding escape imposaily)e
to by, !

S Log and cownrd, T havey yay

tu rned

. At lagg »
;o ! ‘ ith his mepy)
chemy. They  both went down, Jackeqd i
v b other's grasp, and cach brundishin, ] N
kuifu in his right baud, § hin
Tambourand de Belmont rowed to the plae
where the chiefs disapponred, and whijey, 1!1:-0
could discern by the rising of the deuh, g,
bles,  Auxiety was on their facer, for (fy.e
suppoescd that both had perished, Ny qy Wi
not wholly so. One chivl rase to the knrfucl-s
and i his vight haod was a knife which he wu:
cd tiumphaotdy, 3t was Kondiamk The (,mt
trace ho bore of the fearfal comlut wis % h‘]igh)t
scrteh on his left shoulder, N
“ Ha, hn 1" excluimed the victoriong thief
a8 be took his seat in the ennov. v 1) my
eneiny, when | struck hi wil, my 1umnhuwl}y
alter rauning the ganntlet—: that is th,. Kecolyd
murk I linve brandid on the Serpent : th
next time, Deathand 1 will moke the l,!mrk‘
together, Aud 1 spoke the truth; 1 oy,
uade good wy promise. Now [ gy satis.
ted, )
Twao hours after the combat, Kondiany and
Tumbounr were on their way to Mi-
Rimwe ; and Licutenunt de Belmant,
betvothed, Julte de Chitelet, were
mansion of M, do
Moutreal,

Lilinine.
and iy
mfe in the
Callicees in the vity of

Pifteen years hed passed _RwAY . and (ha
Troquois )Ul’lfn!i(,‘l‘:l(‘)" hael  been Lumbled
under the vigorous governorship of M. o
Frontenne, )

It was Iate on dhee evening of the
Aupast, the anniversary of the © Year of the
Massaere,” as the terrible entastrophe at L.
chine lind been named in the Calonial Antials,
whele twog met, atticed after the manner of e
Hurims entercd the mausion of (ol e Bela
monit 1 Montroat,

The Colenel, and Tiis wife, Juliv Jde o).

Sthoof

. Prmont, revognizod them in a fow metnett s, and
Tambour went forwanl to the bow, raieed |

¢ his ritle, and, justasthe Abenagquis eanor rosse i
A vell folowed the vepore

weleomeoed them with the wariest tokons nf
friendstiip. The two men, who wers il in
the vigour of Jifv, wene Kondisrak und Tam-
Yworir,

»We have cone,”

said the Huron chisftain,

; 1 . . i Pito see your liggle daughter, who is called
Kondiarak, with & proad smile on his ex-:

Iantn'*

“ 1 wizh her the soadness and the beaaty of
her wamesike,” xaid Tambour wi b desp
crnestorsg, < bt nothing more.”

Julic de Behnont retired for a few mom-nte,
and led with her, by the fimned, n beantitug
dirk-cyed little girl, on whose checka foge
sitmmers had left theic smiles and poses,

Tambour tek a white necklnee feom hia
Losony, and  handed i¢ to bix companion,
Julie, ns she saw it utteeed & ey of deiigin,
and excluimed—

“That was my sister Isanta's, and «ance
saved my Hfi- "

® I saved you st Lachine,” said the Huron
Chiel o sonnt TU wans all the reward 1 oace pted
for resctitnig yott wnd yonr hustand, Tt has

. Cromined with my white brother ever sinee,
tanee, sildenly turned his canoe and hended |

ML onow we have come o give it te yoar

sdanhter, who iv ealled aftoe my sister”

i
!
i
;
i
;
;
!

Yl thieser wards the Cli § ]-l:u‘tl! the
neckiner on the chitbd, and tnding her in bis
arws kissod hers and Pambour did the sane,

The next woment the men disappeared
through the door. De Behmont, o the ut-
most astonishment, followal atter thom, in
order to bring them back, and mnke thon par-
tuke of his hospitatity,  But they wonbd nnt
bee perstadal. Hurrying to the river, they
Sprang into A canos ; and, in o few mome nes
more, Rondinmk, The Rat—tthe Machinvel
of the Wildernesa cmand Tambonr, hLis com-
paniun, passed for ever from the sight, Lt
not fruwmn the memory of the colonists,

Fisia,

Cnvhctt Asgenore —Some twenty years ago
A beautiful Litde ehureh fn the wost wis rendy
fur consevration  Ou the day appointad, the
venerable Bishop Chase, with several eleney,
was present,  Jast before poing into the
chueeh, the bishop bad written the deed of
consceration,’ and in so doing had soiled his
fmnds with ink  He did pot observe this un-
tl after he was in the chanecl, and during the
progresg of the serevive; aml whon bis eyes
rested upon his blackencd fingers he wus op-
prrently wuch annoyed, e called o of
thee clergy to his side,and exhibited the soiled
hand, aud said be wust wash it. But he was
very beavy and unwicldy, and he conld not
get aut und in the chaneel without great difli-
cutty, and ther fore declined going out in .lln:
vestry voom, where there was o bowl., ¢ Bring
the bowl and towel. to ne,” he seid. One
clergyman ventured to snggest to him sotto
roce, thut o towel might do us well, and would
be less moticed by the congregation.  The
Lighop looked at him over bis spectactes, and
suid i CBIF T never wash with o towel! At
Inst the senior warden “of the parish was ob-
liged to o ont and Lring in o bow! of water.
And by o singulnr cvincidence, just ns the
officinting clergyman' was. giving out the
twenty-first Paalm v :

“ Il wnkh my hands in innocence,
And wround thy altar go,'—

us close to hiw; and | the bishop dipped hig handy in the bow! aud



