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TIHE HARP.9

sauy reply, Cried to Alico~ to follow
her. hi latter oboyed, and Mabel
iollowed with an ahaority and fearless-
nuss that won ie admiration of the
group of oflicers now assem bled on dock.

(To be continicd.)

PATA MORGANA.

AMONa the marvels of nature thorc is
nothing more bcautiful or more surpris.-
ing than tha t wondrful product of im-
palpable agencies, the mirnge, or Fata
Mo.r.ganla, which is someti mes witnussed
on i grea t cru )n huns, an d occa-
sionally in the vicinity of our likcs.
The foliowing accountof ono of these re
markable phienomena witl doubtless
prova intercsting to many roadois of
T11 HAa to whom tlc subjet of miir-
ages is probably au entircly unhucknied

À miiAun or Tnu iLMNS.

Swas journeymg n the summer of
18-with a smnUl pary of umy oflicers,
who, witi thici' escort and waggoni
tain were en route from the Siat s''
to Sanla Fe, in the Territory of New
Uexico. Wc started from Fort Leaven-
worth about the niddle of July, and for
ton or twelvo·ays, in pasiig throug li
a coinitry somewînt, scttled, each day
fhland somlo new scone Lo inteestc u&.
The novelty of the jouey, i'trip of*
such a distance ou boraback,' onablid
me lo undergo chcrfly tho fltigue,
and succoss iI huniting the bitdhllo and
antelope amply comn pcatcd me for thel
discoforts arnig Arem constant ridig
amduiucustomcd exposure te the burn-
iiig rays of the stui.

We gradually entered the dieary
plains, where noth ing save anu ocea.sionald
saudhill; or hre and thre the skoloton
of a horse ori biffalo, relievcd li woa
Ied oye. It was the vary petîue of,

desolaLion. For days the sanie level
plain scemed to travel with is. Pools
of slimy water woro found at known
points on the route, at distances of froni
ten to fi fy miles apart, compClling îls
to lravel on sevoral occasions a portion
of the nigh, a well a the dày, ta
them. Su a , t o îeaeb

10 was n day and about the twenty.

Mhiid day of our journey that we saw the
wonderful mirage. Wi th a gentleman
who had grown gray in the service, I
was riding some distane aboad of the
train. Wo had beau travelling sinco
daylight, and had many miles to go to
reaclh a resting place wherc wmater for
the tired and [hirsty cou ld be found.
A Il day net a trcoor shrub, notananimal
tsave those in our train was t lie scen ; a

Wnd 1 awoolIy glass, parched and dead,
covercd the otherwise barren soil;.
ain oud, on cvery side the saime; the
eyo was pained by the dull vacaney ; fai
uway the sky seued t menet und blond.
withb the fadinig view ; the suit poured
down its rays with intense power; the
lorses ad mulles wore beggig fordrilc
in thcir peculMirly exressive way, as
we nioved on in silence, thiiking, no
doubt of the bubbling springs an rip-
lig streams, OF the green v'erdure ani.

shady groves of Lhe hind of oui boimes.
AI I Lt olie lie sun was obscured by a

oloud, aud a siglt showcr of rain flel
and lookig befoic me l saw, a shoit
spe to etho'right of the road, and
:lparncitly about two liniles dist.iin t a
clIstdir of trces, smaal1, but gren uand.
perfect ini si:pc. Whiile wonderinig tcau
I had nlot befocre observcd thîem, t direct-
ly saw othcrs :It sone distance froin.
the first noticed. Small, duli clouds
hlîunug around tieni, sittinig like a dark
vail ovcr the scente, and through this
vai of lo'üds noved shadowy and in-
distinct forns, which one by one, us the
misty scrcci erie h iand there falded slowly
away, look inipe and settlcd into stately
oaks aid towering ems and pines; and
bfooie oui thirsty cyos, boyond the tros,
appeared in ontines, di ait first, the
borders of a lakc oflimped waters.

Soonî the ciîrt:iiined clouds woroe gone,.
and tvhee, in% ail the distinct and invit-
inig lovelinuss of l naturo lay a placid
lake in the midst of a verdant frest.
holly and beoch, ak and elm, pine nud
nagnolia, al mingled tgether, yet oaca

di:ncti mared as by the Creator's
On the fiarther side were hills.

covoid with lofty trees, and fu away
in the back riîd, blo mountains, with
liirge botilders pîotruding fron their
sides, added mxuch to the picturesque
granduer of the view, Between the
hIs, over îa ioeky bluff pouicdthe
wators of aspaiklng cascade into tle


